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Don’t force 
our plans off 
track in race 
to build HS2 
rail network 


Exclusive by Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

LONG-SUFFERING rail commuters have 
accused the Government of turning its 
back on the “incomplete” High Speed 
One project so it can push ahead with 
plans for High Speed Two. 

The Alliance of Kent Commuters says 
HS1, launched in 2009, provides an in¬ 
consistent service which fails to benefit 
all of the county’s passengers. 

What’s more, it says the costs 
of HS2 are likely to fall - in part 
at least - upon the shoulders of Kent’s 
rail users. 

It argues the fast rail line does not 
reach huge swathes of the county, 
meaning the so-called high speed trains 
are unable to travel at speed until either 
Ashford or Ebbsfleet. And they argue 
that some commuters are being hit with 
extortionate costs of more than £6,000 


for a season ticket, despite not benefit¬ 
ing from the full service. 

Co-founder of the alliance, John Ni¬ 
cholson, said the latest HS2 scheme 
- which would dramatically reduce 
journey times between northern cities, 
such as Manchester and Birmingham, 
and London - was a “vanity project” 
for the Government and that ministers 
should be looking at improving fast 
lines in Kent before spending billions on 
another high speed project. 

He told this newspaper: “HS1 has 
benefitted some people, but for many 
of us it’s done nothing except make the 
classic services worse. 

“It all depends on where you live. 

“Why is the Government not look¬ 
ing to upgrade the lines here in parts of 
Kent? Why is it not looking to extend 
the line to Manston? 

“Instead of improving and finishing 

Continued on page 2 



CHEF COOKS UP A STORM 

YUM: Richard Phillips has won back his Michelin star and he's back on TV- SEE INSIDE 


EVENTS 

Hop Farm in 
Power boost 

MUSIC mogul Vince Power 
has broken his silence to insist 
the Hop Farm Festival will be 
back this summer - despite 
ticket sales being so poor last 
year they contributed to his 
company going bust. 

The event has previously at¬ 
tracted the likes of Prince and 
Morrissey. PAGE 3 


AUTHORITIES 

Tory calls for 
council review 

SHOULD Kent County Council 
be scrapped and we shift to a 
string of unitary authorities? 
That's the question posed this 
week by one Tory councillor. 

He wants a debate into 
whether we could all see 
significant savings - including 
a big drop in our council tax bill 
- by doing so. PAGE 5 


CRIME 

Do dispersal 
zones work? 

DISPERSAL zones are fre¬ 
quently being deployed around 
the county in a bid to crack 
down on anti-social behaviour. 

But are they the most effec¬ 
tive weapon or do they simply 
push the problem elsewhere? 
We take a look at both sides 
of the controversial argument 
this week. PAGE 7 



Pomphreys Used Car Bonanza!!! 


MANY VEHICLES AT COST PRICE 


London Road, Bapchild 
Sittingbourne 
Kent ME9 9AQ 

Tel: 

01795 476 222 


www.pomphreys.co.uk 
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TODAY: Cloudy with spells of patchy 
light rain. Fresh westerly winds. Max 
temp 7-10C (45-50F). TONIGHT: Dry, but 
rather cloudy. Min temp 6-9C (43-48F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover 03.09 6.3 15.38 6.0 

Margate 04.05 4.5 16.33 4.3 

St Mary’s 09.09 5.0 21.41 4.8 

WEEK AHEAD 

Monday Max 12C Min 2C 

c Tuesday Max 8C Min 1C 

Wednesday Max7C Min OC 
<£§ Thursday Max 6C Min 4C 

Friday Max 6C Min OC 

Saturday Max 6C Min -2C 
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FULL SPEED 
AHEAD: 

Commuters 
have called 
for the full roll 
out of High 
Speed One 
before the 
government 
looks to start 
on a new fast 
train project 


TRANSPORT 

High speed trains ‘a beneficial service’ 


M LL ONS USE SERV CE TO LONDON 


Continued from front page 

HS1, the Government is going to spend 
£30 billion - during a recession - on HS2. 

“Every single train user in the coun¬ 
try, that includes us in Kent, will end up 
paying for this white elephant. ” 

North Thanet MP, Sir Roger Gale, 
this week called on transport secretary 
Patrick McLoughlin to see the HS1 serv¬ 
ice completed to Thanet, adding a 
“project started had to be seen through”. 

“If the government wants a seriously 
good advertisement for high speed rail 
then the answer is swift and simple; pick 
up where the last Labour government 
failed and finish HS1,” he said. 

The transport secretary acknowledged 
the benefits of the fast service to Kent 
and the desire to see the project finished. 

Kent County Council met for talks 
with transport minister Simon Burns in 
December about the possible extension 
of the high speed line between Ashford 
and Ramsgate. 

The controversy around HS2 reared 
its head again this week as the Govern¬ 
ment released more information about 
its plans - sparking concern from resi¬ 
dents and politicians who discovered 
their constituencies would fall in its path. 

None of which will be a stranger to 
the people of Kent. Some 25 years ago 
the county was in exactly the same po¬ 
sition as many towns and rural hamlets 
faced up to the reality of having their 
homes and businesses torn up to make 
way for the high-speed link. 


Southeastern, which runs the service 
in Kent, said HS1 has been popular 
ever since it was first introduced. 

A spokesman said: "Just last month 
we celebrated 25 million journeys on 
the service in the space of three years. 

"The fast journeys, quality and 
connections at St Pancras Interna¬ 
tional has meant that each year more 
than a million extra journeys are made 
- we saw seven million journeys in the 
first year, eight million in the second 
year and now over nine million 
journeys each year. 

It faced a chorus of criticism then - 
but in retrospect, has been hailed a suc¬ 
cess for many parts of the county. 

Malcolm Triggs worked at Ashford 
Borough Council when the high speed 
plans were first unveiled. 

“Our main concern was making sure 
it went through the station in the town 
- it was arguably going to be outside the 
town, which the council didn’t want,” 
he said. “I think that’s the issue affect¬ 
ing some stations in Kent, that the high 
speed doesn’t travel through. 

“However, I think HS1 is a beneficial 
service for most people.” 

Mr Triggs said one of the fears of peo¬ 
ple living in areas on the planned HS1 
line, when proposals were first revealed, 
was the disruption it would cause and 


"Customers have given the high 
speed service a mark of 95 per cent 
for satisfaction in the most recent 
National Passenger Survey. 

"We're constantly looking at how 
we can improve our services. Since 
high speed was launched we've 
extended the service to places such as 
Sandwich and Deal and put on more 
trains at weekends and during the 
busy peak hour. Our focus is to 
continue to strive for more improve¬ 
ments to offer the best possible 
service for our passengers." 


potential damage to the environment. 

“I think the impact is much less than 
people feared - this isn’t an airport, 
there aren’t planes flying overhead all 
the time, so it’s not that noisy,” he said. 

“I think it’s fair to say that their worst 
fears were not realised, although I know 
there will be a few affected and that 
must be heartbreaking for them. 

“In terms of the countryside, it’s a bit 
of metal running through and most of it 
follows existing lines.” 

Chief executive of Kent Invicta Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, Jo James, said HS1 
has been beneficial to the economy. 

“It has encouraged businesses to 
move into the county, helped maintain 
the construction industry and is already 
proving of benefit in developing the lo¬ 


cal economy,” she said. “The much- 
feared blight associated with the con¬ 
struction of the line and the running of 
the trains really never happened. I’m 
sure most people in Kent would now 
agree that the high speed link has 
blended into the environment with no 
more disruption than that imposed by 
the previously existing transport links 
and property values in the county have 
maintained a much healthier level than 
many other parts of the country.” 

Details of the next phase of HS2 were 
unveiled by the Government this week. 

It will cost £32bn, be constructed by 
2033 and slash journey times between 
the cities of Manchester, Leeds and Bir¬ 
mingham and London significantly. 

Transport economics expert from the 
University of Kent, Professor Roger 
Vickerman, predicted that HS2 could be 
good news for Kent’s economy. 

“Whilst much of the focus is on the 
possible environmental effects of the 
route, a key element of the plan is that it 
includes a link from the new HS2 route 
to HS1,” he said. 

“In principle this could allow high¬ 
speed services to operate from Ashford 
to the Midlands and North, boosting 
even further the integration of Kent into 
the UK economy.” 

He added: “At the same time, experi¬ 
ence of living with HS1 in Kent can al¬ 
low a demonstration of how quickly 
new infrastructure can be absorbed 
without creating the devastation being 
predicted by some.” 


GARAGE DOORS 

CRAZY SALE MADNESS 

Top of the range ‘remote controlled’ insulated aluminium rolling 
garage door, superb product maintenance free. 

Totally secure and fully guaranteed. 

RRP £2,155.00 

NOW JUST £699 



TO SEE THIS ‘SEGURO’ DOOR 
WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION 


TEL: 01622 765993 


INC VAT & FITTED FREE!!* 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offer you should call: 01622 765993 Quote Ref K.O.S 


MAIDSTONE • CANTERBURY 
CROYDON • COLCHESTER 

www.segurogaragedoors.co.uk 
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EVENT 


Music mogul Power insists Hop 
Farm Festival will return again 


It was always my 
intention to do the Hop 
Farm, I have the 
rights to do the 
Hop Farm and 
the Hop Farm 
will take place 
from July 5-7 


VINCE POWER, PROMOTER 


Exclusive 
By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

MUSIC promoter Vince Power 
has broken his silence to vow 
the Hop Farm Festival will re¬ 
turn this summer - despite los¬ 
ing so much money last year it 
resulted in his company going 
into administration. 

But the legendary music mo¬ 
gul insisted to KoS this week 
the event will be staged at the 
Paddock Wood site and that he 
expects to start unveiling the 
line-up “very shortly”. 

It will come as a surprise to 
many following the well-publi¬ 
cised collapse of Mr Power’s 
company, Music Festivals pic, 
at the end of last year. 

The firm began to teeter 
shortly after the Kent event, 
when it admitted tickets had 
blown a hole in finances. 

It blamed a perfect storm of a 
squeeze on spending, the Lon¬ 
don 2012 Olympics, a flurry of 
free festivals and the wet 


running out of the same offices 
in Kilburn, London. 

He adds: “It was always 
my intention to do the Hop 
Farm, I have the rights to do 
the Hop Farm and the Hop 
Farm will take place from July 
5-7 in 2013. 


victim of the complexities of the 
financial fall-out of the collapse 
of Music Festivals pic and un¬ 
witting ticket buyers left out of 
pocket. A spokesman for the 
event had refused to confirm 
whether it would return for 
2013 last autumn. 



LET’S GO CRAZY: Vince Power is the music 
promoter behind the Hop Farm Festival, which 
has seen the Likes of Prince as a headline act 


r i 

NEWS IN BRIEF 


**Lord Coe speaks up 

LONDON 2012 organiser and Olympic gold 
medal winner Sebastian Coe will be special 
guest speaker at an event in Maidstone in May. 

Lord Coe will be the principal speaker at the 
Mercure Maidstone Great Danes Hotel on May 2. 

The event will be a special fundraiser for 
military charity, Help For Heroes. Organiser, and 
former soldier Steve Craddock, has already 
raised more than £250,000 for the charity. 

^£lm lottery winner 

A MYSTERY ticket holder from the county had a 
Christmas Day to remember last month after it 
was revealed on Thursday she scooped £1 
million on the lottery. 

The winner, known only as Miss P, was one of 
25 guaranteed millionaires created by the 
EuroMillions Millionaire Raffle draw. 

She didn't even have the chance to lose her 
ticket as she had entered online and received an 
email telling her she had won the loot. 

^ Jobs threat at school 

STAFF at the Bishop of Rochester Academy face 
an uncertain future, according to union chiefs, 
after the school admitted it was having to look 
at cutting staff in order to meet budgets. 

The school, currently putting the finishing 
touches to a £23 million new site in Chatham, 
admitted a consultation process with those 
affected is currently under way. 

The union Unison says it fears up to 30 jobs 
could be lost. 


weather as ingredients to its 
disappointing returns. 

Shortly afterwards, the com¬ 
pany, which floated on the Al¬ 
ternative Investment Market 
(AIM) in the summer of 2011 
valued at £10m, spluttered to a 
halt worth just £310,000 as 
shares were suspended. 

The three-day summer festi¬ 
val had received rave reviews 
in recent years, attracting such 
performers as Prince, Morris¬ 
sey, Lou Reed, Iggy Pop, Bob 
Dylan and Neil Young. 

Speaking this week, Mr Pow¬ 
er said: “The Hop Farm Festival 
will go ahead this year. 

“As you know, we had a dif¬ 
ficult year last year... and it has 
taken some time to deal with.” 

Just days after Music Festi¬ 
vals pic floundered, Mr Power 
had All Music Live Ltd up and 


“At the moment, we have 
sold a small amount of early 
bird tickets and we are confirm¬ 
ing acts. We hope to announce 
the bill very shortly.” 

However, to further muddy 
the waters, the Paddock Wood 
venue was unable to confirm 
this week whether it would be 
hosting the event for a sixth 
year. 

After previously insisting the 
event was due to take place - 
despite a deafening silence from 
Mr Power - it appeared to 
change its tune. 

A spokesman said: “We’d 
rather not comment on this but 
simply say negotiations are 
taking place.” 

With tickets - costing £125 
each - remaining on sale in re¬ 
cent months, there had been 
concerns the event could be a 


Mr Power had previously 
confirmed the festival had yet 
to break even during its five- 
year history. 

It is believed the 2011 event 
was on track to make a profit 
when the opportunity to add 
Prince for his first ever UK festi¬ 
val show became available. It is 
thought the fee to book the 
American star was in the re¬ 
gion of £600,000 - which de¬ 
spite adding thousands of extra 
ticket sales, contributed to it 
making a loss. 

The Hop Farm Festival is one 
of just two major mainstream 
music festivals in the county. 
The other is Lounge on the 
Farm which is due to take place 
in July this year. Organisers say 
plans are well advanced and 
they expect to announce their 
line-up over the coming weeks. 


CRIME 

French murder case charge 


POLICE in France have charged a 32-year- 
old man from Chatham with the murder of a 
woman, found stabbed to death in a frenzied 
attack in Nimes. 

Robert Plant moved from Medway to the 
town in south west France 22 years ago, but 
made headlines here for all the wrong reasons 
as details of the brutal murder emerged. 

The body of mother-of-three Joudia Zimmate 
was found in brambles earlier this week. She 
had been out jogging. 

Mr Plant has been placed under ‘formal 
investigation' by French police, while a judge 
considers the next step. Any trial is expected to 
be several months away. 

The 32-year-old moved to France when he 


was 10, and a relative still in the county said he 
took to the culture quickly. 

His uncle, David Ripley, from Dartford, said 
the family moved to France as Mr Plant's father 
Dennis was half French. He described the 
suspect as now “more French than British". 

He added: "It has come as a real shock. I feel 
sorry for my sister, her husband died in the 
summer and now this. They are such a lovely 
family." 

Mr Plant is understood to live with his mother, 
Esther. They are believed to live in a two-storey 
gated villa close to where the body of the victim 
was found. 

The alarm was raised after Ms Zimmate failed 
to collect her daughter from school. 



Saturday 16th Feb 

For Party Lovers. Amy Winehousi 
Tribute* with 5 Piece Live Band. 
Price includes 3 course meal. 

k Britannia Theatre 


Thursday 14th Feb 

For Lovers of Lovers. Max and 
Shannen plus live pianist. 
Price includes 3 course meal and 
glass of bubbly on arrival. 

^ Porters Restaurant Y 


' Friday 15th Feb 

For Steak Lovers. Steak Meal Deal 
for 2 with Dessert. In-house Disco. 

. Porters Restaurant A 

\ £19.50 per ^ 

couple 


Britannia 

Theatre 




& 

Porters 

Restaurant 
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Planning your new kitchen, bathroom or bedroom? 

Visit our impressive 6,000 sq ft award-winning 
showroom at Gillingham for inspiration and 
unrivalled choice. 

We offer a FREE professional design service. 

f#ream 

kitchens bedrooms bathrooms 

www.ream.co.uk 

Visit our showrooms at: 

10-11 Matilda Close, Gillingham Business Park ME8 OPY 01634 388 331 
758 Sidcup Road, New Eltham SE9 3NS 020 8857 2489 




VAT Free 3 

for all orders placed in January 
NEWLY LAUNCHED The Kent Collection. 

The most affordable range of furniture 
ever manufactured and offered by Ream. 


Design you love. 

Quality you expect. 

Service you deserve 


MJbd 

the UK kitchen bathroom bedroom 


Government Endorsed Standards 


www.trustmark.org.uk 


' Terms & Conditions apply 
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POLITICS 


Tory calls for debate into the 
future of county council in bid 
to reduce household tax bills 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

A CONSERVATIVE councillor has called for 
discussions into the potential creation of unitary 
authorities and the subsequent abolishment of 
Kent County Council (KCC). 

He insists such a move would see a huge re¬ 
duction in each household’s council-tax bill. 

Canterbury City Council member Simon Cook 
argued that significant savings could be made if 
the current two-tier system - involving the 
county and district councils - was scrapped and 
services delivered by a local unitary authority for 
the different parts of Kent, as seen in Medway. 

But county-council supporters have slammed 
the idea, stating that Kent as a whole is a power¬ 
ful lobbying group that can influence the Gov¬ 
ernment to the benefit of residents. 

They argue that groundbreaking initiatives, 
such as the countywide telehealth scheme - 
which allows patients to be monitored remotely 
from the comfort of their home - would not have 
been possible without the vision of KCC. 

Cllr Cook, however, said that making the dis¬ 
trict councils into unitaries would probably lead 
to savings, move decision-making to a local level 
and stop duplication of services. 

KCC deals with services including schools, 
roads and social care. District councils deliver 
services including bins, waste and housing. 
Some areas, such as street-lighting, overlap. 

Cllr Cook said: “At the moment, some services 
are delivered by KCC and others by the district 
councils - some of these overlap. 

“These layers of duplication in management 
could be stripped out if district councils became 
unitary and delivered all services. 

“At the moment we also have councillors hav¬ 
ing to travel all the way to meetings 30 miles 
away in Maidstone. 

“We have a two-year offset between county 
and district elections, so one set of councillors 
always has an eye on elections; removing this 
would allow more long-term planning. 

“Yes, there would be fewer councillors - an¬ 
other saving - but given that the unitary coun¬ 
cillors would now be making all the decisions, I 
don’t see this as a democratic deficit. 

“This removing of a tier of government could 
be combined with empowering parish and 
town councils to further add to the localising of 
decision-making. ” 

Some district services in east Kent are shared by 
Shepway, Dover, Canterbury and Thanet, prompt¬ 
ing speculation some years ago that there were 
plans of a shift towards a unitary-type system - a 
claim always hotly denied by county chiefs. 

Cllr Cook said: “Kent is big and diverse. West 
Kent is different to east Kent. I’m not saying the 
unitary approach is even viable, but I don’t see 
why we can’t discuss it. 

“If the benefits of moving to 
unitary status could be clearly 
demonstrated, this would be a 
pragmatic and straightforward 
way of devolving decision¬ 
making closer to local people. 

“I have residents contact me 
about roads or schools and I 
have to tell them to con- 

IDEAS: Cllr Simon Cook 
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THE unitary authority of Medway was 
formed in 1998, when the City of 
Rochester-upon-Medway amalgamated 
with Gillingham Borough Council and part 
of KCC to form Medway Council. 

It is independent of Kent County Council 
and delivers its own services, including 
education and roads. 

A spokesman said part of the reason it 
became a unitary authority was due to its 
local geography. 

"It is a reasonably large urban and 
self-contained area as it has a population 
of more than 260,000 - one of the largest 
conurbations in the UK that is not a city or 
does not have a city in it." 


County council 

■ represents the interests of people over 
a wider area. 

■ easier to work alongside organisations 
such as Kent Police and KFRS. 

■ able to fight for large-scale resources, 
such as national and European funding, 
to serve the whole county. 

■ helps to carry out initiatives, policies 
and services across local boundaries. 

■ a powerful lobbying group due to size, 
as seen in the influence Kent seeks 
over the rail franchises and aviation 
capacity. 

VERSUS 

Unitary authority 

■ reduced costs, including back-office 
savings. Departments and work aren’t 
duplicated. 

■ public have only one authority with 
which to deal. 

■ councillors can play a Larger role in 
service provision and be held to 
account. 

■ better strategic direction with just one 
executive and senior-management team. 

■ unitaries bring services closer to the 
people they serve from potentially 
distant county councils. 


tact KCC. It would make more sense to have one 
council responsible for everything.” 

He stressed, however, that unitary status 
should not be forced on a district council. 

KCC argues that it represents the interests of 
people over a wide area, making it easier to work 
alongside organisations such as Kent Police and 
Kent Fire and Rescue Service. 

A spokesman said this meant being able to fight 
for large-scale resources, such as national and 
European funding, to service the whole county. 

Last year, the Expansion East Kent scheme 
was launched thanks to funding from the Gov¬ 
ernment’s Regional Growth Fund following 
extensive lobbying by KCC and after drugs giant 
Pfizer’s shock exit from Sandwich. 

KCC had pushed to secure Enterprise Zone 
status to help lessen the economic impact. 

■ What do you think? Would you prefer to sim¬ 
ply have one point of contact for all council 
services? Or do you believe in the power of a 
union with KCC providers? Share your views. 
Write to us at: The Editor, KOS, Apple Barn, 
Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford TN25 6SS. Or 
you can email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


^ Stuck in chest-high mud 

EMERGENCY crews had to mount a rescue after 
a youngster found himself stuck in mud up to his 
chest off Minster-in-Sheppey. 

Rescue teams were called out to save the 
man, plus a 13- and 21-year-oLd who also found 
themselves trapped in the mud as they 
attempted to reach him. 

Fire, police, Lifeboat, ambulance and 
coastguard crews were involved in the "long and 
difficult rescue". All three were unharmed. 

Boundaries stay same 

CONSTITUENCY borders will stay the same for 
the next General Election, it was confirmed this 
week. 

In an effort to cut the number of MPs from 
650 to 600, the Boundary Commission had 
proposed a number of changes - including 
removing the Faversham and Mid Kent seat held 
by sports minister Hugh Robertson. 

MPs voted out the plans, however, meaning 
there will be no changes until at Least 2018. 

** A21 death fall appeal 

POLICE want to hear from anyone who saw a 
70-year-old woman fall to her death from a 
bridge over the busy A21 Sevenoaks bypass last 
Sunday. 

The road between Hildenborough and 
Westerham was shut for several hours after the 
incident occurred at about 9.30am. 

Police say the death is not being treated as 
suspicious. 



Mercedes-Benz 


Our new Online Van Service Advisor is now live at Sparshatts of Kent Ltd 

Offering a fast and convenient way to get a quote or request a booking for your 
next Mercedes-Benz Van Service or repair 

www.mercedes-benzvanservicing.co.uk/sparshatts 
It’s available 24/7 online, with no hidden charges, the prices are for fixed price 
repairs, so its quick and upfront to get a quotes. 





Of course you can still call us or drop in to get your quote or make your booking, just call 

0844 396 1122 : Ashford : Dartford : Sittingbourne : Tunbridge Wells 
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Covering Medway: 


Covering Swale: 


@commuterupdate 


Commuterupdate 


Part of 


national express 


COMMUTE BY COACH WITH THE KINGS FERRY 

OUT WITH 
THE OLD 

AND IN WITH 


NEW 




KINGS FERRY 01634265510 

PROFESSIONALLY DRIVEN thekingsferry.co.uk 


TRAVEL LINKcL 


01634 265 503 
thetravellink.co.uk 
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CRIME 

Police defend dispersal zones amid claims bad 
behaviour is moved along instead of eradicated 


mmEm 


■ Dickens estate in Denton, 
Gravesend, until June 2013 

■ St Radigund’s in Dover, 
until May 2013 

■ Grace Hill, Folkestone, 
until April 2013 

■ Albion Road, Cliftonville, 
Margate, three months until 
January 2013 

■ Luton ward of Medway, 
three months in 2012 

■ Basing Close, Maidstone, 
six months in 2011 



By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

THE county’s police force has defend¬ 
ed the use of dispersal zones to control 
troublemakers after critics slammed 
the practice, calling it a “crude, indis¬ 
criminate tool”. 

The zones are increasingly being 
deployed by police and local authori¬ 
ties in a bid to crack down on known 
anti-social behaviour hot-spots. 

The dispersal zone allows officers to 
move groups of troublemakers on for 
24 hours. 

Most recently, it was used in Dart- 
ford to ease tension after months of 
anti-social behaviour by nuisance 
youths. 

But civil liberties campaign group 
Big Brother Watch said it failed to ac¬ 
tually deal with causes of crime or 
punish those responsible. 

Studies have shown that, instead, 
the streets surrounding the zones bear 
the brunt as the yobs are moved on. 

But Kent Police said it backed the 
system 100 per cent. 

Last summer, one was used in the 
Twydall Green area of Rainham be¬ 
tween June 1 and August 31. 


The order gave council enforcement 
officers the power to disperse groups 
of two or more people and tell those 
who did not live in the area to leave 
and not return for up to 24 hours. 

Those who breach a dispersal order 
can be arrested and handed a fine of 
up to £2,500 or sentenced to three 
months in custody. 

A Kent Police spokesman said: “In 
this time, there was a drop in calls re¬ 
porting anti-social behaviour.” 

In Dartford, the order runs from the 


end of January until the end of April in 
the Temple Hill area. Police say it is 
needed following an increase in bad 
behaviour sparking over 80 calls in 
just three months and a rise in theft 
and shoplifting. 

Detective Inspector Paul Cooke 
from the community safety unit said: 
“This order allows us to deal effective¬ 
ly with this problem. We use these 
measures when there have been large 
numbers of problems reported and 
they have a good success rate in help¬ 


ing to tackle local issues. 

“This dispersal area is just one tool 
that will help to ensure offenders and 
law abiding residents know this type 
of behaviour will not be tolerated.” 

Dartford Borough Council leader 
Jeremy Kite added: “These orders have 
proved to be a common-sense and ef¬ 
fective way of dealing with the prob¬ 
lem when used elsewhere.” 

A study by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation examined in detail the ef¬ 
fects of dispersal orders. It found evi¬ 


dence of a “considerable displacement 
effect” of trouble to other areas. 

A Kent Police spokesman was una¬ 
ble to comment on whether crime has 
risen in neighbouring streets of dis¬ 
persal zones, saying: “Something like 
that is extremely hard to quantify and 
we wouldn’t assign blame to a rise, or 
fall, in crime.” 

Deputy director of Big Brother 
Watch, Emma Carr, called dispersal 
orders a “crude, indiscriminate tool”. 

“It fails to deal with the causes of 
crime or punish those responsible for 
anti-social behaviour,” she said. “Like 
so many politically-inspired schemes, 
they undermine police discretion and 
at best push disorder onto a different 
nearby area. 

“The fundamental issue is that 
those responsible for crime and anti¬ 
social behaviour seem to avoid pun¬ 
ishment, so new and more bizarre 
measures are introduced to appease 
rightly angry residents. 

“Criminalising every young person 
in these areas, simply for visiting a 
certain part of a town, is an unwar¬ 
ranted and disproportionate intrusion 
onto the civil liberties of thousands of 
law abiding young people.” 



Dexter 

Great value compact leather group. Choice of colours, with Fast Track delivery in Black 
eg 3 Seater Sofa Usual Price £1249 Sale Price £899 


C arkes 


Big Brands, Big Savings 

Clark6 S www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk s match 

i s h e r s Sandling Road, Maidstone Tel. 01622 753073 see website for details 


sale 
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HEALTH 

Lighting the fuse on renewed push 
to slash number of young smokers 


HELPING YOU TO QUIT 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

THIRTEEN per cent of Kent’s 15- 
year-olds are smoking regularly - 
prompting a major new push to get 
them to stub out their potentially 
deadly habit. 

Despite millions spent on graphic 
anti-smoking campaigns - and a 
rise in the legal smoking age from 
16 to 18 - schoolchildren in the 
county are still ignoring the risks 
and lighting up. 

And worryingly, a new report by 
Kent County Council claims 5,600 
more young people will start smok¬ 
ing this year alone, putting their 
lives in serious danger and damag¬ 
ing their health. 

The KCC report states smoking 
remains the biggest cause of pre¬ 
mature death. 

It is responsible for more loss of 
life than the rest of the top five kill¬ 
ers combined, which includes obes¬ 
ity and alcohol. 

Yet, it is estimated some 70 per 
cent of smokers want to give up but 
remain hooked. 

In a bid to tackle the problem, 


■ The Smokefree Helpline from 
theNHSis on 0800 0224 322. 

■ If you want to access a range of 
support options across the 
county, ranging from group 
support to one-to-ones, a good 
starting point can be found at 
www.smokefreekent.co.uk. 

Or call 0800 849 4444. 

■ The Kent Stop Smoking Service 
has a record number of quit clubs 
and drop-in clinics available 
throughout January and February 

County Hall chiefs are set to launch 
the Tobacco Control Programme. 

By the end of 2 015, the authority 
wants to hit government targets of 
getting the number of 15-year-olds 
smoking down to 12 per cent. 

Director of public health at KCC, 
Meradin Peachey, said: “We have 
helped a lot of adults stop smoking, 
but we were finding young people 
are still starting. The statistics are 
shocking. 

“Where there is smoking in the 
home there is a bigger chance of 


for people who are ready to quit 
smoking and need some help. 

See the Kent Community 
Health NHS Trust website at bit. 
ly/Xmpl3U. 

It includes a full list of towns 
running help sessions. 

■ Alternatively, speak to your GP 
or chemist about the range of 
nicotine replacement therapies, 
including patches, and other 
medications available over the 
counter and by prescription. 

them starting. 

“Peers make a big difference, and 
plain packaging will help too. So¬ 
cial media will also help us to make 
smoking unfriendly. 

“We need to look at the ethics of 
the industry if young people are de¬ 
sensitised to the health aspects.” 

Cutting the number of young 
smokers will be done by raising 
awareness and education of tobac¬ 
co issues in schools. 

KCC is also developing youth ad¬ 
vocacy for young people to assume 


control of the tobacco control agen¬ 
da and develop a “youth voice”. 

This will be coordinated with a 
new Tobacco Control Board for 
Kent, which includes representa¬ 
tives from councils, stop smoking 
services, schools and youth servic¬ 
es, Trading Standards, environ¬ 
mental health and police. 

A major element will be to “de- 
normalise” smoking. 

The £655,000 annual cost will 
come from the public health ring- 
fenced budget. 

Figures from a report called 
Smoking, Drinking and Drug Use 
Among Young People in England 
in 2011, from the Information Cen¬ 
tre for Health and Social Care, 
found the percentage of those aged 
15 who smoked regularly in the UK 
dropped from a 19 94 high of 2 6 per 
cent to 11 per cent in 2011. 

Anti-smoking charity Ash says 
children of smoking parents are 
three times more likely to start. 

Another report suggests some 
smoking children go on to alcohol 
and drug abuse and have a higher 
mortality rate. 

See box to help you quit. 



ACTION: The Tobacco Control Programme 
aims to reduce the number of young smokers 


o MTW Healthcare 

The Wells Suite 


Line and wrinkle reduction procedures available at The Wells Suite 

Whether from environmental damage, such as 
smoking or sun, or just a natural side-effect of 
ageing, our faces are prone to showing lines 
and wrinkles. 

There are many ways to treat lines and wrinkles. 

To establish which treatment is right for you, 

The Wells Suite now offers regular clinics with 
Consultant Plastic Surgeon Mr Brent Tanner 
MA (Cantab) FRCS every Thursday evening. 

For a free, no obligation consultation, 
please call 01892 635888. 


For further information on our line and wrinkle reduction treatments, please visit www.thewellssuite.co.uk 
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DC 


Implant Centres 

www.smileinaday.co.uk 

The ultimate 
alternative to 
dentures 

No more loose, missing or 
false teeth - because now there's 

Smile-1 n-A-Day! 


Award Winning Dental ImplantTreatment 


If you've lost confidence because of dentures, or loose or missing teeth, the advanced 
Smile In A Day technique from TDC is the answer. 

Well give you a natural smile with smooth,even teeth using a method that takes less time and 
causes less pain and discomfort than conventional treatment. We don't use dentures, plates, 
crowns or caps. Instead, we employ a technologically-advanced technique which provides a 
permanent solution so you can talk,smile, laugh and eat with absolute confidence. 

How can we give you all this in just one day? Because our General Dental Council registered 
specialists* use a pioneering system that is both tried and tested. And because we've refined our 
skills to become as efficient as possible. 


Call today to see how Smile In A Day can give you all this: 


• A permanent, natural smile 

• The ability to enjoy food again 
Confidence when you meet people 

• An end to shame and embarrassment 


Extremely high success rate 

Superior skill levels from registered specialists 

Full guarantee on all work 

Choice of easy payment options 


Call today to arrange your free, no obligation consultation. 


free 0800 041 3011 

Visit our website for more information: www.smileinaday.co.uk 


A^/ARQS- 

Wil'jNEh 


Before 


Dentures or loose or 
missing teeth means lack 
of confidence, reluctance 
to smile, inability to eat 
properly and enjoy food. 



After 


Smile In A Day gives you 
back your confidence with 
a beaming, natural smile - 
and lets you eat and enjoy 
whatever you want. 



TDC Harley Street Clinic 


77 Harley Street, London W1G 8QN 


TDC Folkestone Clinic 


Suite 1,92 Sandgate Road, Folkestone, Kent CT20 2BE 


TDC Peterborough Clinic 


3rd Floor Market Chambers, Cathedral Square, 
Peterborough PEI 1XW 


Read more testimonials from our happy 
customers on our website. 

"Wow. Thank you so, so much. 
I love my new smile." 

Sally Ann, Smile In A Day patient. 




Let Smile In A Day bring back your smile. 


*Our surgeons are all specialist Periodontists or Maxillofacial surgeons. **lf you are not calling from a landline, call charges may apply. 
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If IC7 Oil 


commute for less 



oo 


For more information, visit 
commuteforless.co.uk or 
telephone 01795 423982 

ARC27 Promotional code 


Up to £1300 per year* 

- commute to London 
with Chalkwell Coaches! 


Local pickups from 
Maidstone, Medway 
and Sittingbourne 
Local stops nearer 
to your home and 
workplace. 


HISTORY 

Survivors recall the 

During the night of January 31,1953, weather 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

IT WAS exactly 60 years ago this week that a 
natural disaster occurred that cost the lives of 
hundreds, caused damage equating to billions of 
pounds today and reminded everyone of the 
terrible power of the sea. 

The floods of 1953 live on in the memory of 
all of those who were there, who saw huge 
swathes of the north Kent coast submerged by 
what was described as a ‘perfect storm’ of sea 
and air conditions. 

On the night of Saturday, January 31, a major 
storm surge, high tides and hurricane-force 
winds resulted in raging waters from the North 
Sea pummelling through inadequate sea defenc¬ 
es along the east coast of Britain, washing away 
homes, roads and railways and causing the 
deaths of 307 people. 

In all, 24,000 properties were ruined and 
more than 32,000 people were evacuated. Dam¬ 
age in monetary terms is estimated at more than 
£5 billion in today’s values. 

East Anglia saw the worst of the destruction, 
but Kent did not escape. Large swathes of the 
coastline from Erith down to Whitstable were 
flooded. 

Remarkably, it is believed that just one Kent 
resident perished - a sluice-keeper from Belvedere 
whose body was never properly identified. 



DEATH AND DESTRUCTION: One man watches 

However, it changed the lives of many Kent 
people forever. Streets were underwater, railway 
tracks wrecked, roads and farmland ruined and 
houses submerged. 

Bronwen Sadler is secretary of the Kent His¬ 
tory Federation and lectures on the disaster, 
having experienced it first-hand. 

She was just 10 years old and living on Can- 
vey Island, Essex, where 58 people lost their 
lives, when the waves hit on that fateful night. 

She said: “As the sea burst through, people 
were drowned in their beds, drowned trying to 


WE STOCK THE LATEST GADGETS 
AVAILABLE FROM... 


Buy 5 Get 


1 MOBILE FREE 


‘Limited stock 


Specifically, we can supply Mobile 
phones (GSM and CDMA), Video 
Games, Apple Ipods, Iphone, HTC, 
Laptops/Notebook Digital, musical 
instruments. Cameras and Plasma Tvs. 
Moreover, we also offer all kinds of 
international brand OEM/ODM service. 



All our products are brand new 

1. Complete accessories 
(Well packed and sealed in 
original Company box) 

2. Sim free. 


3. Brand new (original 
manufacturer) box - no copies 

4. All phones have english 
language as default 

5. All material (software, manual) - 
car chargers - home Chargers - usb 
Data cables - holsters/belt clips - 
wireless Headsets (bluetooth) - 
leather and non-leather carrying 
cases - batteries. 


For order placement get back to 
us with the information below.. 


FULL NAME 
FULL ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE 
COUNTRY 
ZIP CODE 

TOTAL UNITS ORDER 


£ Sterling & 
€ Euro accepted 


Apple iPhone 5 64GB.£600 

Apple iPhone 5 32GB.£550 

Apple iPhone 5 16GB .£500 

Apple Tablet iPad 4 

(Wi-Fi + Cellular).£650 

Apple iPad mini 

(Wi-Fi + Cellular).£600 

Apple iPad 3 64GB wifi 4g.£500 

Apple iPad 3 32GB wifi 4g.£450 

Apple iPad 3 16GB wifi 4g.£420 

Apple iPad 3 64GB wifi .£400 

Apple iPad 3 32GB wifi .£370 

Apple iPad 3 16GB wifi .£350 

Apple iPad 2 2011 with Wi Fi 3G 

64GB.£300 

Apple iPad 2 2011 with Wi Fi 3G 

32GB.£250 

Apple iPad 2 2011 with Wi Fi 3G 

16GB.£230 

Apple Tablet iPad 64GB (Wi-Fi + 3G) 

.£200 

Apple Tablet iPad 32GB (Wi-Fi + 3G) 

.£180 

Apple Tablet iPad 16GB (Wi-Fi + 3G) 

.£150 

Apple iPhone 4S 64Gb.£400 


Apple iPhone 4S 32Gb.£370 

Apple iPhone 4S 16Gb.£350 

Apple iPhone 4G 32Gb .£400 

Apple iPhone 4G 16Gb .£350 

Samsung GT-19300 Galaxy Sill ....£300 

Samsung i9100 Galaxy Sll .£250 

Nokia Lumia 900.£300 

Nokia Lumia 800 (Cyan).£250 

MINIMUM ORDER: 

BUY 3 GET 1 FREE • BUY 5 GET 2 FREE 


We also stock Samsung, 
Nokia, HTC, Dell, Blackberry 


Video Games Console Playstation: 

• Sony PSP Slim Giga Bundle 

• Sony PlayStation 3 80GB 
Motorstorm Pack 

• Sony Playstation 3 60GB 

• Sony PlayStation 3 40GB i 


Microsoft Xbox: 


• Xbox 360 Arcade Console 

• Xbox 360 Pro 60GB ConsqJ 

• Xbox 360 Elite 120GBG 

Nintendo: 


Nintendo DS Lite 


FOR ENQUIRIES AND DETAILS CONTACT OUR EMAIL : alphofirm@yahoo.com 
PHONE : +447012948675 Yahoo Messenger Chat: alphofirm 


4 % 
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‘hideous death’ that swept all before it 

conditions conspired to deliver a flood that devasted Kent and would change the lives of many 



the seawall at Erith breached, while Whitstable residents row down the street and soldiers are stranded by the floods 


FERRY DEATHS FOREWARNING OF DISASTER 


THE first notification that something 
was wrong at sea occurred on the 
afternoon of January 31, when BBC 
radio announced the loss of the 
Stranraer-Larne car ferry MV 
Princess Victoria, with the loss 
of 133 lives. 

Forecasters thought the high winds 
that caused that tragedy were 
heading north, towards Norway. 

But instead they changed direction 
and came surging down the North 
Sea, wrecking telephone lines, so 
few warnings were broadcast. 


The low-lying Dutch coast received 
the major impact, with 1,800 people 
reported killed, while waters also 
raged inland through Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Essex and north Kent. 

Sea defences were in poor 
condition as repair work had been 
neglected because of the Second 
World War. 

And once again air-raid sirens 
were heard - bringing warning of 
imminent danger to a population just 
starting to recover from wartime 
deprivation. 


save others, or died simply from exposure and 
sodden clothing. 

“One couple pushed their baby in its cot 
through a window into the water and it was 
found floating, like Moses. That child lived, but 
the parents didn’t - they drowned and were 
found in each other’s arms.” 

Just after midnight, waves smashed into the 
giant oil refinery on the Isle of Grain and a surge 
swept inland up the River Medway, which soon 
became awash with the bloated corpses of 
drowned cattle and sheep. 


As the Joseph Wells fireworks factory went 
underwater, huge explosions caused windows to 
be blasted out in nearby Dartford. 

Meanwhile at Ridham Docks, near Sitting- 
bourne, cranes toppled into the waters and loco¬ 
motives were buried under torrents of mud as 
ships foundered. 

Colin Ash was 11 and living in West Minster, 
Sheppey, when the disaster hit. 

He said: “We had no prior warning. Around 
midnight I remember my mum coming into my 
room as she’d heard all the ships in Sheerness 


dockyard sounding their sirens. The old air-raid 
siren was going off as well. 

“The owner of the general stores and post of¬ 
fice, a Mr Burnett, was out in his waders ringing 
a big bell up and down the road. ” 

The following morning Mr Ash surveyed the 
damage caused by the waters that had come 
tumbling over the seawall. 

“There was mud and water lying everywhere 
and lots of the houses had broken windows. 
There were no buses or trains as the rush of the 
waves had washed away the line, leaving it 


hanging between two and five feet in the air.” 

The disaster led to a vast improvement in sea 
defences and warning systems put into place. 
They are constantly under review to this day. 

And, as Mrs Sadler remembers, everyone took 
part in the clean-up. 

“Sixty years ago, people faced this with a stoi¬ 
cism foreign to today’s touchy-feely society,” she 
said. 

“The generations that had come through two 
world wars were amazingly calm and courageous 
in the face of a hideous death in total darkness.” 


Sale Now On 



Fantastic display of lighting 
Over 2,500 stocked products 
Large showrooms 
Tonbridge 6,000 Sq ft, 

Tunbridge Wells 5,000 Sq ft 
Free parking. Open 7 days per week 
Confident, trained & helpful staff 


Tonbridge Lighting Centre 

Tunbridge Wells Lighting Centre 

Edwards Electrical 

Edwards Electrical 

Vale Road Industrial Estate 

North Farm Industrial Estate 

TN9 1SW 01732 363583 

TN2 3BF 01892 527647 

next to Tonbridge Fire Station 

near Topps Tiles 
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BUMPER CROP: Many farmers cash in on providing holiday accomodation 


MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
or ACCIDENT CLAIM? 


Girlings Personal Injury Claims Ltd is a 

Canterbury-based company specialising in accidents at work, 
medical negligence, head injuries and car/motorcycle accidents. 




* No-'Min 
1 Irwdf 


ry rt ituun 


Contact us now 
Telephone 

01227 768374 

Email: 

; 16 Rose Lane, Canterbury 

www. girii*ig%p«rKmaJan jury.* cx.uk 




Girl bigs 


MMCIMl MA am HIM It© 


NOTHING TO PAY US AT ANY STAGE 


ECONOMY 

Life down on the farm getting a lot 
better thanks to the tourist trade 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 

AMID ever-tightening margins and a 
flood of cheap imports, the bank balance 
of many farmers has taken a severe 
pounding in recent years. 

But it seems they are experiencing an 
essential shot in the arm courtesy of a per¬ 
haps unlikely source - the tourist trade. 

As more and more farmers diversify 
to stay afloat, many are finding the op¬ 
tion of becoming a holiday location is 
providing them with a bumper harvest. 

The equation is simple; provide holi¬ 
day accomodation from self-catering to 
bed and breakfast, and with rates po¬ 
tentially bringing in more than £1,000 
a week for a one-week family stay, it 
quickly adds up to sound business sense. 

In addition, it draws more tourists 
into the county, who, in turn, spend in 
the local economy. 

Litte wonder there are already 30 
Kent venues who have signed up to one 
particular scheme. They include sites in 
Sevenoaks, Tonbridge, Sheppey, Maid¬ 
stone, Dover, Canterbury, Romney 
Marsh and Tonbridge. 

Farm Stay UK is one group which has 
looked to encourage both foreign tour¬ 
ists and Brits to holiday at home and 


make use of what the British country¬ 
side. Unsurprisingly, Kent has swiftly 
found itself among the most in-demand 
locations. 

What’s more, it has capitalised on the 
‘staycation’ trend which has seen many 
families turn their back on expensive 
foreign jaunts, prefering instead to stay 
closer to home. 

The nationwide company, which 
recently celebrated its 30-year anniver¬ 
sary, operates as a travel agent promot¬ 
ing converted farmhouses, woodland 
hideaways and eco-lodges. 

“When we first launched as the Farm 
Holiday Bureau, with the help of Farm¬ 
ers’ Weekly, 30 years ago, we could have 
only dreamed of the organisation becom¬ 
ing what it is today,” said Andy Wood¬ 
ward, Farm Stay UK’s chief executive. 

He estimates since its creation it has 
ploughed some £3.5 billion into the 
UK’s rural economy. 

Speaking during an event at Brenley 
House Farm, at Boughton, near Faver- 
sham, he added: “We started our 30th 
year with 450,000 visits to our website. 

“It’s a wonderful feeling knowing that 
these are potentially 450,000 pairs of 
feet through farm gates, each visitor 
helping to put money back into the ru¬ 
ral economy and in turn helping the 


farming industry to survive. 

“More and more of our members are 
looking ahead to offer unique experienc¬ 
es, putting them in a much better posi¬ 
tion to not simply survive, but flourish.” 

The company now boasts more than 
1,000 members. 

Local food producers, chefs and rep¬ 
resentatives of the Kent tourism trade 
attended the event held by Farm Stay 
UK member Maggie Berry, all keen to 
learn more on how to tap into revenue 
streams which can quite often be the 
difference between survival or financial 
collapse. 

Mrs Berry runs Brenley House Farm, 
a 400-acre farm which grows that very 
Kentish combination of apples, pears 
and hops. 

She said: “For a lot of farms it is now 
an essential part of their farming busi¬ 
ness. Most of the proceeds get ploughed 
back into the farm, but that can vary 
depending on the size of the farm. ” 

Sandra Matthews-Marsh, chief exec¬ 
utive at tourim group Visit Kent, said: 
“Developing and enhancing Kent’s ru¬ 
ral tourism is high on our agenda and 
we are delighted to be working with 
Farm Stay UK.” 

■ For more information go to www. 
farmstay.co.uk. 


THE NEW SEA 



TECHNOLOGY TO ENJOY 


LAUNCH OFFER 


Up until the 31st March you can add even more technology to your new 
Leon with the specially designed Tech Pack at an unmissable price. 

Tech Pack Highlights: 

Full LED highlights Navigation System DAB radio 


Spec worth £1,915 RRP A Offer Price £500* 




/ye* 


rJY 

~~z' 33a 


ENJ0YNEERING 


The New SEAT Leon defies all stereotypes. Redesigned from the ground up, it’s dynamic, more confident and full of technology you can enjoy. Every feature and every product detail such as a 
cutting-edge chassis, lane assist, advanced infotainment systems and drive profile settings, has been thought about to create improved driving pleasure, each time the driver gets behind the 
wheel. With CO 2 emissions starting from 99g/km, BIK rating from 13% (tax year 2012/13) and fuel consumption of up to 74.3 mpg (combined) the new Leon is not only stylish, it’s practical too. 


THE NEW SEAT LEON 5DR RANGE FROM £15,670* AVAILABLE TO ORDER NOW! CONTACT HIDSONS SEAT FOR FURTHER DETAILS TODAY! 


FOLLOW US ON: 


E3 3 


seat.co.uk 


Official fuel consumption forthe New SEAT Leon range in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 39.2 (7.2) - 61.4 (4.6); extra-urban 53.3 (5.3) - 85.6 (3.3); combined 47.1 (6.0) - 74.3 (3.8). CO 2 emissions 139-99 g/km. 
Model shown is the New Leon 1.2 TSI105PSSE at £16,790 RRPwith optional electric sunroof at £695 RRP, 17" Dynamic alloywheelsat£350 RRP and LED headlights at £995 RRP. *Subjectto each model specification and cost option fitment. **0ffer available 
on SE and FR models when ordered before 31st March 2013 from participating dealers only. A Price £1,915RRP refers to optional specification if priced individually. Standard price of Tech Pack is £1,075 RRP. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at anytime. 


HIDSONS SEAT 1 London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 7RG. Tel: 01634 235191 www.hidsons.co.uk 
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Established 1981 
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Over 52,000 customers! 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


January Sale Now On! 

...Kent's leading double glazing manufacturer 




WINDOWS 


WNDOWS 


WNDOWS 



30 % 


v OFFALL 

\ Conservatories 
\ & Orangeries 




7 WINDOWS 

£ 2,378 .3 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. 


Celebrating over 32 years 
of beautiful windows... 

Guaranteed 

Finance available subject 
to status, written quotations 
available on request. 






Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 




Hurry! 

L Offers end , 

12th J 

^Febraaiy A 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

CQC Open 6 days a week v bSeni215o-i 

I Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

2 Roman Square, Srttingbourne 01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 01322290525 www.supaglazing.com 
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LET US CREATE A PARADISE 




4 


* * 'J 








l 


_ 

y any shape 
\ ANY size 
^ ANY WHERE 


• No More Mowing • No More Brown Spots 
• No More Muddy Kids • No More Muddy Paw Prints 


• Just sit back & relax • Usable all year round 
• Child & Pet Friendly • No Fuss, No Hassle, No Worries 


• Free Samples • Free Site Survey & Quotations • Full Supply 
& Installation Service • Supply only service for the DIY Enthusiast 




forever Qreen Spawns 

✓\rtijiciaf Grass gpcciafists 
Email: sales@forevergreenlawns.co.uk 



Free Phone: 

0800 668 1958 
Tel: 01732 
323122 


www.forevergreenlawns.co.uk 
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RESTORATION 


Pugin’s ‘ideal church’ edges closer to salvation 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

AN HISTORIC church designed by 19th century 
gothic architect Augustus Pugin for himself and 
his family has moved a step closer to raising the 
£1 million needed to secure its future. 

St Augustine in Ramsgate had already re¬ 
ceived grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) to help its plight, but a further £165,000 
boost from HLF this week has raised hopes of 
reaching the magic million to pay for urgent 
structural repairs. 

It comes as a welcome relief for the church, 
which two years ago faced closure despite its his¬ 
torical importance. 

Pugin, who is hailed as one of the greatest 
British architects, designers and writers of the 
19th century, lived in Ramsgate at The Grange 
and designed St Augustine as his own church. 
He is best known for his striking gothic designs 
for the Palace of Westminster, the hall which 
links the Houses of Parliament. 

Father Marcus Holden said Pugin called St Au¬ 
gustine his “ideal church”. 

“He wasn’t building it for a patron, so he 
wasn’t restricted and designed it how he wanted 
it.” he said. “He designed the Parliament build¬ 
ing while he was designing this church. 

“Pugin is buried at St Augustine.” 

Father Holden said he was delighted to have 
reached what he called stage three of a long fun¬ 
draising process. 

Church funds had diminished due to a drop in 
donations caused by the recession and a ques¬ 
tion mark hung over its future after the Benedic¬ 
tine monks who had occupied the adjacent ab¬ 
bey for 150 years relocated to Surrey in 2010. 

“Two years ago the church was in danger of be¬ 
coming derelict, of ceasing to exist,” said Father 
Holden. “It’s been an ongoing campaign; we 
didn’t want to lose our church. Since it started our 
mass numbers have doubled, we have people 
coming here just to learn about the history. 

“The Archbishop of Southwark officially made 
the church a shrine and a place of pilgrimage so 
we have been welcoming a lot of visitors over the 
past two years. It all helps.” 

Donations, grants and fundraising have 
helped with some of the repairs, and this latest 
grant will assist in a number of major works, in¬ 
cluding fixing stone work and windows. 


Got a legal problem 
but can't get out to 
see a Solicitor? 

Let me come to you. 


Hi, I'm Richard Ratcliffe and I deal with lots 
of people's legal problems. Whether you're 
buying or selling a house, dealing with an 
annoying neighbour or even if it's just a 
question of getting your house in order and 
making sure that your will is up to date. 

This is my job. It's what I do. 

Maybe I can help, just give me a ring. 

RATCLIFFES Solicitors 

Tel: 01795 477505 

e-mail: office@ratcliffes.org 
www.ratcliffessolicitors.co.uk 
22 Park Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1DR 


LOTTERY THEIR SAVIOUR 


W 



Kent’s six churches to receive Heritage 
Lottery Fund grants for urgent 
structural repairs 

■ St Peter and St Paul, Shorne: £32,000 

■ ALL Saints, Graveney 

■ ALL Saints, ULcombe: £40,000 

■ St Mary the Virgin, High HaLden: £69,000 

■ St Mary the Virgin, Minster: £60,000 

■ St Augustine, Ramsgate: £165,000 
(pictured above). 


r 


- i itfiKw! 

P 


> LOCHS 

* GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Ceilidh Break ^ 

Highland Hotel 

Fort William 

STB ★★★ 


This 6 day coach break staying at our 
Highland Hotel includes a “Ceilidh Night” 
(Kay-lee), when you will enjoy typical 
Scottish entertainment with foot tapping 
music provided by accordionists, pipers 
and highland dancers. There will be an 
excursion everyday including a cruise on 
Loch Linnhe, Mallaig, Inverness, Loch 
Ness, Glencoe, Rannoch Moor & Oban. 


All for just 


Tour includes: 


£256/ 

per person \ 

5 Nights Half Board 

Nightly Entertainment 

All Excursions 

\ 

Your special 
coach departs 
Wednesday 
24th April 

L. _ 

Pickup from Gillingham, 
Chatham, Rochester, 
Strood, Gravesend, 
Northfleet, Dartford, 
Birchanger Services 
_^ 

1 01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

1 Holidays are fully bonded. 

^ School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW ^ 


St Augustine is one of six cash-strapped 
churches to have had their prayers answered 
this week with money awarded by HLF’s Repair 
Grants for Places of Worship scheme. The money 
will pay for urgent structural repairs. 

Head of HLF South East, Stuart McLeod, said: 
“Historic places of worship form prominent and 
much-loved landmarks in our villages, towns 
and cities across the south east. 

“They are unique buildings that bring com¬ 


munities together for a variety of reasons from 
worship through to culture and leisure.” 

English Heritage planning and conservation 
director for the south east, Dr Andy Brown, add¬ 
ed: “Listed places of worship make up an elemen¬ 
tal part of the historic fabric of England. 

“It is crucial they are cared for and repaired. 
Thanks to the joint work of the HLF and English 
Heritage these wonderful buildings will remain 
part of our story for years to come.” 






Abu Dhabi from£ 361 
Chicago ,om£ 538 
Tokyo from£ 552 


journeys of Inspiration 


Kent’s Internatioi 


Return fares, incl. taxes 


Fly from April 2013 


Book now at KLAA.com 


Fares quoted are for return economy class flights from Manston via Amsterdam, including taxes 
and charges, and are subject to change. Fares are also subject to availability and exchange 
rate variation. Please check for exact fare at klm.com at time of booking. Book by 31.01.13 
Travel periods vary. Credit card surcharge will apply. Specific booking conditions and the 
General Conditions of Transportation of KLAA and AIR FRANCE apply. Prices correct at 10.01.13 
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CRIME 

Police hunt 
vandals as 
castle hit 
by graffiti 

By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

POLICE are hunting yobs who sprayed graffiti on 
the walls of the 13th century Tonbridge Castle. 

The letters THC and THF were clearly visible 
on a rubbish bin, a glass window of the Chamber 
Room and some i n formation points. 

The West Tower wall, by the castle gate, and 
the Curtain Stone wall next to the gate were also 
targeted with illegible marks. 



Half price 
day trip 




£23 




Hurry! 

Offer ends 20 February 


Call now! 


0844 335 1647 

eurotunnel.com/dayoffer 


* Valid on Tuesday 19, Wednesday 
20 and Thursday 21 February 2013, 
Subject to availability. Offer can be 
withdrawn at any time without prior 
notice.Terms and Conditions apply. 


FOLKESTONE - CALAIS 



VANDALISM: Illegible marks and yellow graffiti 
tags have been sprayed on Tonbridge Castle 

In all cases, yellow paint had been used and 
officers have found a spray can nearby which is 
being examined for evidence. 

PC Alex Campbell from Kent Police said: “Un¬ 
fortunately, reports of vandalism in the area are 
quite common but usually the only items dam¬ 
aged are the bins and chairs in the area. 

“On this occasion some of the castle walls have 
actually been sprayed. 

“We are appealing for anyone who knows 
who may have been responsible to contact po¬ 
lice. We also want members of the public to be 
on the lookout for suspicious activity in the area 
in future.” 

Tonbridge Castle, which is popular with visi¬ 
tors, dates back to 1273. 

The borough council, which runs the site, 
quickly drafted in a company to remove the 
paint using specialist equipment. 

Anyone with information can contact police 
by calling 101 and quoting YY/15 78/13, or call 
Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800 555111. 


COMPETITION 

WIN tickets to see Swan Lake 


IF you Love ballet, then this 
Latest performance of Swan 
Lake is not to be missed. 

The Russian State Ballet & 
Orchestra of Siberia will be 
appearing at The Orchard 
Theatre, Dartford, and we 
have got five pairs of tickets 
to give away to readers. 

Swan Lake, brought to life 
by Tchaikovsky’s hauntingly 
beautiful music, is an 
immortal Love story filled 
with emotion, magic and 
beauty. 

Watch as Odile, the 
temptress in black tube, 
seduces the prince by 
spinning with captivating 
precision to the purity of the 
swan queen Odette as she 
flutters with emotional 
intensity. The dual role of 
Odette/Odile is one of ballet’s 
most unmissable technical 
challenges. 

Five pairs of tickets to the 
performance on Thursday, 
February 21, at 7.30pm, are 
available in this competition. 
To win a pair, simply answer 
the question below. 
Question: What is the 
name of the temptress 
who seduces the prince 



in Swan Lake? 

ORCHARD THEATRE A) Odile B) Odette C) Olave 

To enter, text KOS 
followed by Swan Lake and 
your answer, then your first 
name, surname, address and 
postcode, to 80058, eg KOS 
Swan Lake C JOHN SMITH 
2 THE STREET, TOWN, DV2 
2GT. Texts cost 50p plus 
your standard network rate. 

The closing date for entries 
is February 12, 2013. 

Winners will be selected 
from all correct entries. The 
promoter's decision is final. 

Tickets are for upper-circle 
seats; winning tickets cannot 
be claimed against tickets 
already purchased or 
exchanged for cash. Tickets 
are only available for the 
specified date and time. Only 
one pair of tickets per person. 

Usual terms and conditions 
apply. Please note if you 
should enter after the closing 
deadline of Tuesday, 

February 12, 2013, your entry 
will not be valid but you still 
may be charged. 

SMS services are provided 
by Velti DR Ltd, SE18ND; 
telephone 020 7633 5020. 

Alternatively, enter by post 
to Swan Lake Competition, 
Archant KOS Media, Apple Barn, Hythe Road, 
Smeeth, Kent TN25 6SS. 



NO HOUSE CLEARANCE 

WE ACCEPT CLEAN, UNSOILED, WEARABLE CLOTHES & BELTS, BRAS, 
HATS & SHOES (IN PAIRS), BAGS & SOFT TOYS 
NO BEDDING, CURTAINS, TOWELS, PET HAIRS, 

NO MUSTY, STAINED, SOILED, PAINT ON CLOTHES 


CASH' 

DOBBIES GARDEN CENTRE 
(NEARTESCO) 

COURTENEY ROAD 
GILLINGHAM, ME8 0FB 


CASH 4 CLOTHES 
DOBBIES GARDEN CENTRE 
EUREKA LEISURE PARK 
RUTHERFORD ROAD 
ASHFORD, KENT, TN25 4BN 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
CALL FOR OPENING TIMES 




CASH 4 CLOTHES 
108-110 BROADWAY 
SHEERNESS, KENT 
ME121TS 




Boiler breakdown? 

You can hire 

The British Gas Team 


Our team of 
professional 
engineers will fix 
your boiler fast, 
and you’ll get: 

A competitive fixed-price quote 
Parts and labour included* 

All work guaranteed for 
12 months 



For a one-off boiler repair call 

0800 000 999 * 

quoting X846 


You don’t even need to be a British Gas customer, 
so save the number in your phone today. 



British Gas 

britishgas.co.uk 


* Terms and conditions apply. For further information visit 
britishgas.co.uk/999 t Prices for households within the M25 
vary. Subject to availability t Calls may be monitored and/or 
recorded for quality assurance and compliance purposes. 
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DON'T JUST DOUBLE GLAZE IT 



GLAZE IT 



Ml /VUC/ 




r As^ 
seen 
on/TV 


To introduce our new range of Britelite triple glazed windows we are 

offering them for the same price as our double glazed units! A superb opportunity 

for you to enjoy all the benefits of our A+11 energy efficient triple glazed windows at no extra cost! 


OPTIWHITE GLASS 


ARGON GAS CAVITY 


PILKINGTONK GLASS 


ARGON GAS CAVITY 


PILKINGTONK GLASS 

INTERCEPT WARM i 
EDGE SPACER BAR M 




TRIPLE 77 


TRIPLE 


THE SECURITY... 


• Thermal Energy rating of A * 11 av opposed 
to our double glazing whkti is A+2 


• 10 point locking system with 
dead boll Security 

♦ £ 1,000 Anti intrusion Cover Guarantee 


THERMAL 
REINFORCING* I 

■ Aj tn mwt Br*»U> ttivmtarth 


• 32db sound reduction means that triple 
glazing will make your home noticeably 
quieter. Perfect for homes near to 
tralnlines, busy roads and airports 


Visit our website for a 


South East 

online quote 



e 0800 50 70 

9 vindows.co.uk 
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FURNITURE WAREHOUSE 


MASSIVE STOCK CLEARANCE 

BIG DISCOUNTS FOR CASH AND CARRY 



Digbjrs 

Furniture 


NOW 
20% OFF 
CASH + 
.CARRY, 


Richmond 
Cream Chest 
of Drawers 


Richmond 
Cream Single 
Bed Frame 


Richmond 

Cream 

Wardrobe 


Richmond 
Cream Chest 
of Drawers 

£119.99 


Dorset 

Coffee 

Table 

£184 



orsel 

.arge 

( sid 

eboa 

LV £ 

:449 


T: 01634 713408 • Monday - Saturday 8am-4pm 

1 Gill Court, Chaucer Close, Medway City Estate, Medway ME2 4NR (next to Monkey Bizz) 
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POLICING 




Oak Computer 

Cabinet 

£399^0 


‘Oregon’ Oak 
Display Cabinet 


‘ Rutland’ 
Oak T.V unit 
£349^0 


Laundry Box 
£?4r6Cr 


Oak Occasional Tables 


Crime scene investigation 
wasn’t always elementary 


DRAMA: The BBC's Sunday-night show Ripper 
Street is known by fans as CSI: Whitechapel 

Hay Ruxton took charge of the new county force: 
222 officers were to police 334,115 people from 
the headquarters at Wrens Cross in Maidstone. 

“The county force was responsible for policing 
areas which did not have an existing town or 
borough force,” said curator Anna Derham. 

Vagrancy, sheep-rustling and rural crimes 
were the main offences Kent officers were called 
on to deal with, although garrison towns such 
as Dover, Chatham and Gillingham saw huge 
numbers of prostitutes. 

The Victorian era also saw the beginning of 
the art of detection, a vital part of Ripper Street. 

“It really was early days,” said Ms Derham. 
“Fingerprints were known about but not used. It 
was possible to discover whether blood was hu¬ 
man or animal and broken glass would show 
from which direction a window was smashed. 

“The time may have seen the birth of foren¬ 
sics, but officers investigating the death of Mary 
Jane Kelly, the last Ripper victim [according to 
official records] were photographing her eyes in 
the belief that reflected in them was an image of 
her killer. So it wasn’t all scientific reasoning.” 

Most crimes dealt with were of the petty vari¬ 
ety, but sentences were harsh and officers some¬ 
times unpopular for enforcing laws that were 
seen to protect the rich over the poor. 

Israel May was the first Kent policeman to be 
killed in the execution of his duty. 

A “civil, quiet and most temperate officer”, he 
looked after the villages of Snodland and Bur- 
ham but was battered to death with his own 
truncheon by Thomas Atkins, whom he had 
tried to waken from a drunken stupor. Atkins 
served 20 years in prison for manslaughter, 
which is perhaps surprising for a century that 
saw 46 people hanged at Maidstone Prison. 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

STEPPING into the Kent Police Museum at 
Chatham Historic Dockyard, the visitor is trans¬ 
ported to a different time, coming face to face 
with clues that can help unravel our county’s 
crime-fighting past. 

It is a subject that continues to fascinate us, as 
witnessed by the incredible success of BBC One’s 
Ripper Street, which stars Matthew Macfadyen 
as Detective Inspector Edmund Reid investigat¬ 
ing crimes in the East End of London in the after- 
math of the unsolved Ripper murders. 

As well as accounts of crime and punishment, 
the museum has a collection of early photo¬ 
graphs from when the county force was estab¬ 
lished in 1857. 

All officers had to be at least 5ft 9in tall, able to 
read and write and aged below 40. Mostly drawn 
from the farm-labouring classes, the first Kent 
policemen were issued with a uniform, hand¬ 
cuffs, a lantern and truncheon. 

On April 1, 1857, ex-Army man Captain John 


Ms Derham said: “The Victorian period is one 
of the first where crime was detailed - and also 
sensationalised by newspapers. Maybe that is 
one of the reasons the subject still has such a 
fascination for so many people.” 


HISTORY: The 

earliest-known 
photo of the 
county's first 
police force 


Our totally amazing 


WINTER SAL 


HUNDREDS OF BARGAINS <1 [1 
WITH SOME AS LOW AS II Ui 


New ‘Eton’ Painted Bedroom Collection with solid Oak Tops 

eg. 7 Drawer Wide Chest Introductory offer price £349.80 

After offer price £48fh80 


'Kent' Oak Sideboards all 14 
price small, medium, large, 
eg Large £639^0 

£299.75 


‘Kent’ Oak 
Corner TV Unit 
£399^0 

£199.75 

Small Oak Corner I 
Console Table E oE 

£239^0 £129.75 


1 ^ • 


£139.75 


£199.75 


£239.90 


£249.80 


‘Mountford’ Rustic Oak Bedroom Collection eg. 5 Drawer Wellington Chest 

£359:8ff NOW £259.80 CUD QD QSfcuu 1 


‘Whitstable’ 

Oak wardrobe 
with mirror door 
£099180 

£799.80 


Bonded Leather Chair 

£199^0 £69.50 
each 


‘Salvador’ 

4 deep Drawer 
Chest Drawers 
£249^0 

£199.80 




£59.80 


‘Grandeur’ Oak extending Table & 
4 Chairs (additional chairs available) 

li iir _£ 4449 £739 


‘OLIVIA’ Oak 1.3 extending table & 4 chairs set (additional chairs available) 

X999" NOW £699 ©©fcGD 


£69.80 each 


£149.80 


OUR PRICE 
GUARANTEE 


We will not be beaten on price 

Please visit our website for details 


PINES'THINGS 

Furnishers 

Wincheap Road Qunc. with A2, Retail Park) Canterbury, Kent CT1 3TY 


www.pineandthings.co.uk Tel: 01227 470283 established 30 years, open 7 days a week 
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OPINION 

We must make Dilnot happen 


Graham Gibbens explains what action is being taken to reduce the 
stress people face when paying for adult social care in their old age 


DESPITE saving and planning 
throughout their lives, too 
many people are being robbed 
of the chance to pass something 
on to their loved ones by an 
outdated system that triggers 
catastrophic bills for care. 

At the very point when they 
become more physically vul¬ 
nerable than ever, they also be¬ 
come financially vulnerable - 
forced to lose their indepen¬ 
dence and sell their homes. 

This flawed system leaves 
families in fear and misery and 
has been allowed to linger too 
long. At KCC, we are deter¬ 
mined that it should change for 
the benefit of all who want 
something to leave behind. 

That determination has led 
KCC to join forces with the 
leaders of Hampshire and Buck¬ 
inghamshire county councils 
and call on the government to 
take action now over the future 
of funding for adult social care. 

Together, we believe that 
MPs should discuss Andrew 


CAPOUMfc 
CARE Jn 
CQSTg4j|n 

Dilnot’s proposed solution as 
soon as possible, rather than 
see it left on some dusty shelf in 
the Chancellor’s cupboard. 

Hand in hand with this ap¬ 
proach, we are driving forward 
changes to the way health and 
social care work together in 
Kent - helping people to stay 
living at home with the best 
possible support. 

It has been a frustrating 18 
months since the Dilnot Com¬ 
mission report was published 
in 2011. 

A lack of action by central 
government has left us without 
the report’s recommended 
£35,000 cap on contributions 
to care costs. The time has 
come to ensure we put that cap 
in place by 2015. 

In Kent, we have launched a 


Downing Street petition to 
spearhead a campaign and 
make this cap a reality. And we 
are also calling for other 
local authorities to help provide 
the 100,000 signatures that 
are needed to trigger a parlia¬ 
mentary debate. 

Right across the country, lo¬ 
cal government is trying to 
cope with ever-increasing calls 
on a social care system that 
was never designed to cope 
with the level of demand we 
are now experiencing. And if 
the predictions are even half¬ 
way accurate, it’s going to get 
even tougher. 

The system is quite simply no 
longer up to the job. Age UK 
has said it is “not fit for pur¬ 
pose”. This crisis needs a solu¬ 
tion before it overwhelms eve¬ 
rything else local government 
is trying to do. 

Dilnot’s proposal is a vital 
part of this solution and its au¬ 
thor said - almost six months 
ago now - that reform is urgent 





Dilnot’s 
proposal 
is a vital 
part of the 
solution 
and that 
reform is 
urgent 


and people “continue to face 
fear and uncertainty”. 

On top of this, providing a 
cap on contributions would 
enable the insurance industry 
to play a part in helping people 
prepare for the costs they might 
face in future. 

I absolutely believe that do¬ 
ing this is affordable if the gov¬ 
ernment is prepared to repriori¬ 
tise its expenditure. 

It is vital that the coalition 
government steps up to the 
plate on this. We just don’t 
have the time to sit around 
talking about this for another 
five years. 

A solution has been proposed 
and is ready to be turned into 
reality. It’s now the time for us 
all to come together to make it 
happen. Go to www.kent.gov. 
uk/dilnot2015 and click on 
‘sign the petition’. 

■ Graham Gibbens is cabi¬ 
net member for adult social 
care and public health at 
Kent County Council. 


KOS COMMENT 


HS2 debate echoes our 
own rail transformation 

WATCHING the TV news reports this 
week of worried house owners and 
concerned MPs as the Government put 
a Little meat on the bones of its Latest 
hugely ambitious rail plan, HS2, we can 
be perhaps forgiven for feeling Like 
we’ve been here before. 

Anyone who remembers when plans 
to build HS1 were first unveiled will 
remember the countryside changing 
forever, the pubs and houses being 
bought up and then knocked down, and 
the constant chorus of ‘short term pain 
for long term gain’. 

The question is, whether the many 
gains were ever enough for all the 
pains. And it continues to divide the 
county today. HS1 changed Kent - let’s 
hope HS2 will benefit it further. 

Keep festival spirit alive 

THE county has found itself a strong 
contender on the music festival map in 
recent years, with household names 
performing at several events. 

So let’s hope organisers of the Hop 
Farm Festival are right and the event 
survives despite its recent financial 
challenges. We may not see its like again. 



2 


i 




• FREE MEASURING AND ADVICE • CURTAINS - EXTENSIVE RANGE 

• BLINDS - ALL TYPES • AMAZING WALLPAPERS & PAINT 

• SOFT FURNISHINGS AND UPHOLSTERY 

• OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


www.vinehouseinteriors.co.uk | 01732 882904 


VTjT= 


■ PI 1 bEL- 


J Meet 1 jut £3 
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Letters/emails/twitter 



PCC is just 
cutting costs 

IN answer to your article 
regarding the increase of 
PCSOs instead of increasing 
the number of police 
constables, it seems as 
though the Police and Crime 
Commissioner is to follow the 
Government’s idea of cutting 
costs. 

It is no good having people 
on the street representing the 
police force if they cannot do 
the full job. 

I thought PCC Ann Barnes 
would have given more 
thought to what she intends 
to put forward as she worked 
at police headquarters. 

WA Collier, 
West Mailing 

Not clever, 
Mackinlay! 

I hold no brief for Police 
and Crime Commissioner 


Ann Barnes, but her proposals 
for the staffing of Kent 
Police seem to be quite 
sensible in all the 
circumstances. 

The criticisms of her 
plans from the defeated 
Conservative candidate 
Craig Mackinlay come 
across as ill-informed 
political point-scoring. 

Not only that, they are 
politically inept since all they 
do is draw attention to his own 
party’s controversial cuts 
agenda. Not clever! 

The comments from the 
Kent Police Federation are 
much more sensible - “we 
have to be realistic”. 

I suggest that the 
Conservatives find a better 
spokesman in future and 
that Cllr Mackinlay gives 
up on his policing ambitions 
and concentrates on his 
Medway Council duties - 
where I hope, for his 
electorate’s sake, that he 
does abetter job. 

Paul Twyman, 
Birchington 


Gills trio for 
hall of fame 

RON Hillyard was an excellent 
goalkeeper for Gillingham - 
but I have to disagree with 
your choice of him for the 
team’s all-time number one 
(Gills team of the century, 
sport). That, for me, has to 
be Johnny Simpson. 

Also from that era must 
be included Brian Yeo and 
Dick Ty deman. 

It may be nostalgia, but 
those three for me deserve 
to go in the Gillingham hall 
of fame. 

S Osgood, 
Chatham 

My Gillingham 
dream team 

FOR what it’s worth, here 
is my selection of what I think 
would be a formidable 
Gillingham team: 

John Simpson, Roy 


Proverbs, Dennis Hunt, 

Steve Bruce, Dave Shipperly, 
Alec Farrel (captain), Errol 
Crossan, Paddy Sowden, 

Ernie Morgan, John Meredith 
and Brian Yeo. 

H Morgan, 
Gillingham 

Gay marriage 
is unnatural 

I WAS sad to read the letter 
in last week’s paper entitled 
Come out for marriage, in 
which the writer John Worrow 
of Birchington attacked 
Canterbury MP Julian Brazier. 

This was unnecessary and 
most unfair. I know Mr Brazier 
to be a good, honest, genuine 
man with traditional values. 

I praise him for this position. 

We live in a topsy-turvy 
world when people want to 
make what is wrong right 
and we have become totally 
preoccupied with the rights 
of minorities; the majority feel 
neglected. 

Marriage is the union 


of a man and a woman and 
anything else is an unnatural 
shame. 

I congratulate an MP for 
standing up for what is right, 
natural and, above all, 
common sense. 

I feel so sorry for any child 
brought up with two same-sex 
parents. How confusing and 
unnatural for a child to be in 
such a home. 

I am not suggesting we 
again criticise homosexual 
conduct, and people should 
have an opportunity to have a 
contract in a stable, legal 
relationship and safeguard 
property rights etc. 

To suggest same-sex 
marriage is equal to normal 
marriage is a nonsense. Often 
animals make better parents 
than we humans do. 

You don’t see an elephant 
with a lion or two same-sex 
animals together! They follow 
nature. 

We have become a very 
intolerant country, with 
a small minority who are 
dictating what is right and 


wrong to us. 

By all means live and let 
live, but as an individual I 
am fed up with hearing about 
the rights of minorities. 

We cannot and should not 
defy what is good and natural. 
Gay marriage is a nonsense 
and is a contradiction in terms. 
God made Adam and Eve, 
not Adam and Steve. 

Graham Wanstall, 
Dover 

Europe is good 
for countryside 

AS the Green Party’s worker 
at the No Campaign against 
the Euro during 2003,1 was 
clear that the Euro had the 
potential to damage European 
cooperation. And so it 
has proved. 

However, David Cameron’s 
creation of uncertainty by 
promising a referendum in 
2017 can only serve to reduce 
foreign and domestic 
investment in Kent and 
the rest of the UK. 

Even more seriously, the 
powers Mr Cameron wants 
returned to the UK include 
our very limited areas of 
environmental and social 
protection. 

Returning powers over the 
environment would make it 
easier for the Coalition to 
implement planning reforms 
that would allow more 
destruction of natural habitats 
by development. 

Given the exceptional 
variety of habitats in Kent and 
Medway, it is not surprising 
that people in every part of our 
county have campaigned 
repeatedly to protect our 
land against road-building, 
warehousing and loss of open 
space and also against 
hydraulic fracking. 

Kent and Medway also 
need to play a part in 
increasing UK forests and 
productive agricultural land, 
as part of building a 
sustainable economy. 

You cannot do this if, by 
leaving the EU, you abolish 
habitat protection and hand 
land over to those who would 
destroy it in the name of 
development. 

Of course the EU needs 
reforms, but, as Green Party 
leader Natalie Bennett has 
indicated, our best interests lie 
in remaining within a 
reformed EU, not pretending 
we will be better off outside it. 

Steve Dawe, 
Kent Green Party 
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Design, Supply & Supervised Government approved installation 

LARGE SHOWROOMS AT THE OAST, CLOCK HOUSE FARM, 
HEATH ROAD, COXHEATH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME I 7 4PB 


Wealden company operating in and around the Maidstone area 

Call for an appointment: 01622 619875 www.m-b-k.co.uk 


OPEN SUNDAY 
10-4 


R/RNlTl/RF AND 
ELECTRICAL SToRE 





HUGE 
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SAVINGS! 

Why not give 

y, - 

l&, r 

your home a 
full makeover! 

YUC 

j,v>v 



run***'* * 
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HOUSE CLEARANCE 

CHEAPER THAN THE REST AND ALL FOR A GOOD CA US E 
. Landlords, tenants & homebuyers 
Fu ™ , *! , , vour p h “ m e under £500 with good quality 

furniture £ electricals fi help fight heart disease V 
8 save lives too! 

• Suites • Lounge Furniture • Dining Tables • Coffee 
Tables -Beds, Bedroom Furniture • TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi's 
• Washing Machines • Fridges • Dishwashers 


£2 


We need your donations of furniture 
& electrical items. 
10-11 High Street, 
Maidstone, Kent. ME141HT 
British Heart Maidstone: 0844 417 9226 

7 Foundatiof i Sittingbourne: 0844 499 4168 

V- Ftimiturr a Opening Times: 

Electrical Store Monday-Saturday9.30am-5.00pm 

Registered Charity Number 225971 Sunday 10 - 4pm 

*Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline. Charges from other providers and mobiles may vary **We can reclaim 28p in every £1 raised from 
the sale of your donation from the HMRC. Occasionally we are unable to accept an item that is offered to us for reasons of safety and quality. 
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THE EARLY DAYS: Bela de Csillery conducts the newly-founded Kent County Youth Orchestra at an 
event in Tunbridge Wells in 1963; it is now hoped to gather together many of those original musicians 

Orchestra celebrates 
50 years of nurturing 
young musical talent 


By Marijke Cox 

marijke.cox@archant.co.uk 

FIFTY years ago this summer, 
Kent County Youth Orchestra 
played for the first time to the 
public in what was its inaugu¬ 
ral concert. 

Decades later and the ac¬ 
claimed orchestra is still per¬ 
forming to music-lovers and 
giving talented youngsters the 
chance to showcase their 
sk i l l s. 

Made up of musicians aged 
13-21, the orchestra run by 
Kent Music boasts 100 players 
and is celebrated both at home 
and abroad. 

It meets three times a year 
on five-day residential courses 
during school holidays; they 
are always followed by a public 
concert. 

In celebration of the last 50 
years, KCYO is hoping to track 
down musicians who took 
part in its inaugural perform¬ 
ance at the former County 
Grammar School For Girls in 
Tunbridge Wells on August 
16, 1963. 

Geoff Dixon, Kent Music’s 
general manager for county 
groups, said the orchestra 
would be celebrating at its 
annual concerts and hoped to 
invite former musicians as 
special guests. 

“For 50 years the KCYO, 
generously funded and sup¬ 
ported by Kent County Council, 
has provided outstanding 
training and quality musical 
experiences for the region’s 


best young instrumentalists 
and gained a reputation as one 
of the best youth orchestras in 
the country,” he said. 

“During the forthcoming 
season we will be celebrating 


UV 

Kent County 
Youth Orchestra 
is ‘all about the 
symphony’ and 
the symphony 
will continue to 
be at the heart 
of each course 
and concert 

GEOFF DIXON, 

GENERAL MANAGER 

the orchestra’s 50th anniver¬ 
sary and will continue with 
our long tradition of rehearsal 
residencies and fully-rounded 
symphonic concerts. 

“KCYO is ‘all about the sym¬ 
phony’ and the symphony will 
continue to be at the heart of 
each course and concert.” 

The conductor in the inau¬ 
gural performance was Bela de 
Csillery and the feature soloist 
was trumpeter Barry Kerry. 
They began with the over¬ 


ture Oberon by Weber, fol¬ 
lowed by A Somerset Rhapsody 
by Holst and Trumpet Concerto 
in E flat by Haydn. 

After the interval the orches¬ 
tra performed Symphony No. 2 
in C minor by Tchaikovsky. 

The chief executive of Kent 
Music, Peter Bolton, said: “One 
of the ways we will be celebrat¬ 
ing KCYO’s anniversary will be 
by revisiting the programme 
played at that first concert at 
a special performance at Mote 
Hall, Maidstone, on Saturday, 
April 6. 

“We would love to get in 
touch with the musicians 
who played at that first 
KCYO concert and invite them 
along to be our special guests 
at these 50th-anniversary 
celebrations.” 

He said Kent Music would be 
delighted to hear from anyone 
who had played over the past 
50 years, particularly if they 
had gone on to make a career 
in music. 

“It will be fascinating to hear 
people’s stories of their time 
with the KCYO and of some 
of the great concert venues and 
tours that our members have 
experienced over the years,” 
he said. 

A concert is also being held 
on Saturday, September 7, at 
Mote Hall, paying tribute to the 
last 50 years of KCYO. 

Former members can share 
their memories and pictures by 
emailing gdixon@kent-music. 
com or phoning Geoff Dixon on 
01622 358402. 
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Walking the 
plank to a 
better castle 
experience 

SEE PAGE 29 



THEMA 
OF SKA 

Pauline Black 
returns with a 
select bunch 

SEE PAGE 30 


Kent Weekend 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 S3 33 33 

for bocknqs. mU r*crma\nn 


Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 



Croatia's 
Istrian Coast 
& Adriatic 
Islands 
+ Venice option 

Escorted Holiday by 
Air from Gatwick 
9 days 

From £979pp 
Quote RM6/9-KOS 
6 June & 26 Sept, 2013 

Join us for a holiday that unlocks the 
secrets of undiscovered Croatia and 
its offshore islands. 

We fly from Gatwick to Venice and 
stay for 2 nights in Rovinj, on 
Croatia's Istrian Peninsula, 5 nights 
on the Croatian island of Losinj and 1 
night in Treviso, near Venice in Italy. 
Rovinj is the jewel in the crown of 
Croatia's Istrian peninsula and one of 
the last of the true Mediterranean 
fishing ports where fishermen land 
their catches daily. 


Losinj Island is an undiscovered 
holiday delight combining beach 
culture and mountains with pine 
forests and floral landscapes. 

In Treviso there is an option to stay a 
2nd night with a visit to Venice 
including water-taxi transfers and 
guided walking tour. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout abroad 

• 2 nights half-board in Rovinj 

• 5 nights half-board in Mali Losinj 

• 1 night half-board in Treviso 

• Return flights to Venice from 
Gatwick Airport 

• Transfers & ferry crossings abroad 


Grand Danube 
4-star 

River Cruise 

Escorted Fly-Cruise 
9 days 

From £1199pp 
Quote GD5/9-KOS 

5 May & 22 Sept, 2013 

Join us for a majestic cruise on the 
famous Blue Danube. With a 
tremendous variety of scenery, historic 
cities, romantic towns, superb 
architecture and cultural jewels, 
Europe's second longest river offers an 
incomparable river cruising 
experience. Ports of call include 
magnificent Vienna and Budapest, with 
overnight stops at each. Our 4-star ship, 
the MS Serenity, is comfortable, cosy 
and modern with a capacity of 190 
guests. The 12-sq metre cabins are all 
outside with twin beds, radio, TV, safe, 
air conditioning and bathroom with 
shower and toilet. 

INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout abroad 

• Return flights to Munich from Gatwick 
Airport 

• Overnight hotel B&B in Germany 

• 7 night full-board cruise on the MS 
Serenity 

• Transfers abroad 






Dirty Dancing 

with Frankie Valli & 
the Four Seasons 
Christmas Party 
For over 40s only 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk 
Coast 

Self drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS 99p Bar 

£109pp 

Quote DD11-KOS 
Friday 8 November, 2013 

Join us for a fabulous festive party at 
Pontins Pakefield. Enjoy the classic 
sounds of Frankie Valli and the Four 


Seasons with top tribute band Lets 
Hang On, a movie screening of Dirty 
Dancing and much more. Our private 
Christmas party break - for over 40s 
only - includes a 99p Bar every night, 
and great variety entertainment. 
Pontins Pakefield Holiday Village is 
situated on the Suffolk coast near 
Lowestoft. Enjoy entertainment every 
night and day with Pontins famous 
Bluecoats and visiting cabaret acts — 
PLUS a choice of bars and eateries, an 
indoor swimming pool, snooker, pool, 
darts, short mat bowls, 9-hole pitch & 
putt, tennis court and more. 

INCLUDED: 

• 99p Bar from 6pm to 9pm every 
night - house beers & spirits, wine by 
the glass, pumped soft drinks & 
mixers 

• Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - upgrades available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


Grease & 
Saturday 
Night Fever 
Christmas Party 

For over 40s only 

Mill Rythe Resort, Hayling 
Island 

Self drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS £1.50p Bar 

£175pp 

Quote MR11-KOS 
Friday 22 November, 2013 

Join us for a Christmas Party full of fun 


and frolics, entertainment galore and 
cut-price drinks'til midnight every day. 
Enjoy the super sounds of the Bee 
Gees, with a tribute to Staying Alive, a 
Grease Tribute Show and a 70s-style 
Disco Party. Bring your 70s/Grease 
fancy dress and add to the party 
atmosphere. 

The GN Team and the Mill Rythe 
Entertainments Team will be on hand 
to ensure a good time is had by all. 
Book now and take advantage of our 
low £1 Opp deposit offer. 

INCLUDED: £1.50 drinks from 6pm 
to midnight every night - house 
beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers • Full 
Entertainment programme as 
described • 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 
• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - upgrades available 


Mamma Mia 

Christmas 

Party 

For over 40s only 

Warner Norton Grange, Isle 
ofWight 

Self drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS Free Bar 

£219pp 

Quote N011-KOS 
Friday 29 November, 2013 

Our annual Norton Grange Christmas 
party is all set. There'll be the familiar 
mix of fun and festivities, a free bar 'til 
midnight every day, great food and 


entertainment. This year we're adding 
the super sounds of Mamma Mia - 
Abba's classic soundtrack for all 
seasons. As well as the usual line-up of 
cabaret-style entertainment you will 
enjoy an Abba tribute band playing live 
and a screening of the Mamma Mia 
movie. 

INCLUDED: Free Bar from 6pm to 
midnight every night - house beers & 
spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & mixers • 

Full Entertainment programme 
• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • 3 nights 
en-suite chalet accommodation - 
upgrades available • Free car ferry 
crossing worth £45 
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THE INTERVIEW 


Richard Phillips 


A FTER news that Thackeray’s had 
regained its Michelin-star rating 
in the 2013 shake-up of the 
UK culinary bible, it was pretty 
obvious that chef patron Richard 
Phillips was in for a busy year. 

The Tunbridge Wells restaurant took back 
its star after a seven-year gap, making it one of 
only four in Kent currently boasting the award. 

With three other premises in the county - 
The Windmill at Hollingbourne, The Hengist at 
Maidstone and The Pearson’s Arms in 
Whitstable - celebrity chef Phillips certainly has 
a busy schedule, lengthened by two TV shows 
and a book. 

The former Rainham Howard School pupil 
said: “It never stops. That’s just the industry. 
I’ve been in it for 25 years and that’s a long 
time. I want to be sure that I wake up in the 
morning and want to go to work, and what 
makes me want to go in is the need to develop 
something different or to make customers 
happy. That’s very important to me.” 

The Hollingbourne resident, who learnt his 
trade under the likes of Marco Pierre White at 
The Criterion restaurant as well as the Roux 
brothers at the famous Le Gavaroche, hasn’t 
ruled out the idea of becoming Kent’s first 
two-Michelin-star venue either. 

“Never say never. I will always be striving for 
more - never sit back and be comfortable with 
what you have. I think it’s important to keep 
pushing forward with the restaurants. I always 
want to offer the customers something different. 

“To keep them coming back, to keep them 
excited. I want them to visit again and say ‘Oh, 
that’s different and that’s new’. Realising it is 
moving forward and I don’t believe that it just 
comes down to food. It’s the wine list, the 
training, where people are positioned, different 
cheeses you might be serving, out there 
sourcing different ingredients. 

“I have never been one to cook for guide 
books. I cook for my customers. If you have a 
busy restaurant you’re doing something right. 
So could we get two stars? I think we could. 
There are talented individuals around me, so 
one day, who knows? 

“Right now it’s hats off to the team at 
Thackeray’s for their hard work, passion and 
drive in getting the star back. And I will let 
them enjoy that for the time being. 

“But at the same time they have got to be on 
their A game - they have to deliver because the 
expectations rise somewhat when you get that 
star. It can be taken away as easily as it can 
come and that is a horrible feeling.” 

Phillips has come a long way since his days 


studying catering at Thanet College - a place he 
now works with to help young chefs - as he 
enters 2013 with a new TV show and a prime¬ 
time slot on BBC One just weeks away. 

Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is will 
see two celebrity chefs compete to make the 
most profit from their day’s work, but there are 
a few twists to make things interesting. 

“The two celebrity chefs meet in the morning 
and get a challenge. You have to go into a 
kitchen you have never worked in before, take 
it over and are given a budget of what you can 
spend on produce. You’re told the amount of 
covers you’re going to be feeding and then you 
get into the kitchen and meet your team.” 

The chefs both create an anonymous menu 
including a starter, main course and dessert, 
and diners choose which dishes they want. 

“At the end of it, the winner is whoever has 
sold the most dishes and made the most profit. 
So if you have bought sensibly and sold at a 


price that makes a good profit, you win the day. 

“It’s a good show and gives viewers a look 
behind the scenes at what chefs do. Buying, 
haggling over food and creating menus.” 

And the rivalry to be the king of the kitchen 
means there is often no love lost between 
Phillips and some of his new team-members. 

“There are some hairy moments”, he said, 
laughing. “You’re up against time restrai n ts 
and given chefs you’ve never worked with 
before, so you don’t know their capabilities. 

“And if they muck something up, you have to 
buy it again - costing more money. 

“I can’t tell you too much yet, but let’s say 
that there are some very talented chefs on the 
show and I had to have my wits about me.” 

Phillips will also take part in a Channel Four 
show later this year and finally release his long- 
awaited recipe book. 

“It’s been a long time in the making. It’s got 
recipes, secrets and tips from all my years of 


cooking. Hopefully, people can take my ideas 
and tips and turn them into a great dinner 
party, or there’s just good home-cooking, which 
you can execute well and within a budget.” 

Phillips is known for his championing of his 
home county and its products, being a member 
of the board at Produced in Kent and patron for 
the Kent Young Chef competition. 

He believes the county is showing the signs of 
breaking free from the economic downturn and 
may well look to expand his businesses. 

“No matter what field you’re in, if you’re 
doing something well and that is value for 
money with people getting quality products, 
then they still go out and spend their money. 

“Opportunities where I can expand my 
business? If the quality is something that I want 
to associate my name with, in a great location 
in Kent, and it’s not going to be to the detriment 
of any of my current business, then absolutely. 

“I’m sure there’s something on the horizon.” 



Looking for days out, short breaks 

or leisure activities come along to... 


Travel 

■LEISURE a*2013 


9 -10 March 

Dover Cruise Terminal 2 
11am - 4pm 

The Travel & Leisure Show offers the very best in tourism 
throughout the South East and Northern France. 

Competitions, ideas and information at the show will ensure an 
enjoyable and worthwhile day out for all. 

Register for free tickets online at 

www.thetravelandleisureshow.co.uk 

FREE ENTRY FREE PARKING SEE NEXT WEEK FOR OUR EXCITING COMPETITIONS! 
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ALL PRICES 
INCLUDE 
CONSTRUCTION 


MASSIVE 

SALE NOW ON 

BIG SAVINGS ON EVERY CABIN 


FREE ROOF 
INSULATION 


FREE LAMINATE 
FLOORING 

FREE HOME SITE 
VISITS 


FREE INSTANT 
QUOTATIONS 


FREE BESPOKE 
SERVICE 


Come and see our new ALL INCLUSIVE 
PACKAGE DEALS on log cabins at 


available with...internal rooms/laminate flooring/double glazing/insulation/electrics/climate control 


Call us for a free colour brochure 
or a no obligation quotation on 


0845 45 99 444 


Johnsons Nursery 
Old ThanetWay, 
near McDonalds, Chestfield, 
Whitstable CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 


Polhill Garden Centre 
Outside Display Area 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks TNI4 7AD 
01959 533466 


Notcutts Garden Centre 
Outside Display Area 
Newham Court Village 
Maidstone ME 14 5LH 
01622 730777 


www. j ohnsonsgardenbuildings xo.uk 


•NO HIDDEN EXTRAS all packages include vat, delivery, installation, roof coverings, fixings, door & window furniture 

• SUPERIOR QUALITY COMPONENTS thicker walls, roof & floor boards, premium quality windows & doors 

• FREE SITE SURVEYS & ESTIMATES - from our friendly, experienced staff 

• NO PRESSURE SELLING - we don't need to, our product sells itself 

• FULL BACK UP SERVICE - unparalleled warranty & after service 

• MADE TO MEASURE SERVICE AVAILABLE - we can fully design, manufacture and build your log cabin to your pecifications 
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FOOD & DRINK 


Flavours of Kent 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


A sparkling new star takes 
its place in culinary galaxy 


W hitstable. The town that we 
are told has redefined the per¬ 
ception of the north Kent 
coast. Not the likes of Sitting- 
bourne or Gillingham maybe, 
which you fear might never 
find a place in people’s hearts, but certainly the 
string of resorts that have experienced, at best, 
varying fortunes in recent decades. 

Along with the natty little shops selling any¬ 
thing from handmade jewellery to bespoke flow¬ 
er arrangements, food is of course a big part of 
the ‘New Whitstable’ experience. 

Accordingly, the town’s restaurant offer has 
exploded. There is a fantastic choice of venue 
and, while seafood is (rightly) the dominant 
force, there is a rich assemblage of styles. 

Despite some reservations about the whole 
transformation process, essentially, I think, it is 
a good thing. With a greedy glance up the road 
to the capital, the prices at some places are too 
high, but at least local people have the chance to 
eat at a greater range of good restaurants, even if 
they have to save the pennies for a while. 

All of which begs the question: what of the 
humble curry house? Where does that prosaic 
yet glorious institution fit among the hustle and 
bustle of the more highfalutin establishments? 
Happily, the Indian restaurant is alive and 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 



well in Whitstable - thriving indeed, if the im¬ 
pressive number of them is anything to go by. 

One of them, Krishna, has developed an envi¬ 
able reputation beyond the town boundaries, 
while others of course have their champions, but 
a relative newcomer, the Star of Bengal, has 
raised pulses and elicited a sparkling shower of 
praise on the internet. 

And so the Star of Bengal it was. A late night 
in the office and the need for a spirit-lifting meal 
turned a wistful longing into a necessity. 

The Oxford Street location is perfect in ensur¬ 


ing a healthy passing trade, even if the building 
itself is underwhelming, an impression exacer¬ 
bated by the fact that the restaurant itself was 
cold. Sure, the waiter turned on the radiator by 
my table, but I took a long time to warm up. 

A restaurant, like a pub, should always be 
warm and inviting, not least when snow is lying 
on the ground outside and temperatures are 
hovering around zero. 

Otherwise, the Star of Bengal was a treat. 
Friendly staff and excellent food... a simple recipe 
that marked it as a place that will hold its own in 
this culinary cornucopia of a town. 

From the spiced papadoms to the starter bas¬ 
ket of lamb and chicken tikka and onion bhajis 
(for two people but, like I said, I was hungry) to 
the main - I chose the North Indian Special, a 
medium-hot chicken dish spiced to perfection - 
to the sides of saag aloo and mushroom bhaji, 
there was the hallmark of quality. 

The vegetables were crisp and fresh and the 
meat tender, while the texture and flavour of the 
sauces betrayed the presence of excellence in the 
kitchen. Whitstable has a new star. 

Dave Mairs 


Star of Bengal 
40 Oxford Street, Whitstable CT5 IDG 
(telephone 01227 276303) 


Wyatt and Jones bring 
British to Broadstairs 

THE already-booming Thanet dining scene will 
get another boost early in 2013 with the 
opening of a new restaurant. 

Some intrigue remains behind the new Wyatt 
and Jones restaurant to open in Broadstairs in 
the coming months, with the website of the 
eatery giving very little away. 

It is sure to tap into the trend of buying and 
sourcing ingredients locally, describing itself as 
a "British restaurant". 

The family-owned venue in Harbour Street 
will be open for traditional breakfasts, lunches, 
evening meals and classic Sunday roasts. 

The restaurant is advertising now on Twitter 
for chefs to join the team. 

Sportsman hailed in 
gastropub awards 

THE Sportsman at Seasalter, one of Kent's most 
highly-regarded restaurants, came close to 
another title this week, being voted into second 
place in a list of the top 50 UK gastropubs. 

The competition, run by trade magazine The 
Publican's Morning Advertiser, saw more than 
500 voters take part, including celebrity chefs, 
journalists and travel writers. 

The Michelin-starred restaurant was the only 
Kent eatery to make the list, losing out only to 
the famous two-Michelin-star Hand and Flowers 
in Buckinghamshire. 

The Sportsman also finished sixth in the 
National Restaurant Awards for 2012. 



01843 823207 


07815 823207 

www.bradgatepark.co.uk 

NOW 

°PEN 

all 

Y EARi 


Live the dream 

at BEAUTIFUL 

Experience the difference 


Brand new including 
luxury holiday twins 
available 

This quiet, family-run park is walking 
distance from Westwood Cross shopping 
centre and just 2 miles from Broadstairs. 

Facilities include 

heated indoor pool, gym, launderette 
and bar/restaurant 

Not suitable for children. 


V 


MARGATE 




Looking for somewhere to 
stay? 

The View Guest House, with it's Art 
Deco Style exterior and 
contemporary interior, is the 
perfect place to stay on the East 
Kent Coast. 

The guest house is ideally located 
within easy reach of Margate's Old 
Town where you will find the newly 
opened dynamic Turner 
Contemporary.The area is also well 
known for its many art galleries and 
quirky bars and restaurants. 

Upon your arrival you will be 
greeted by your host who will 
show you around the beautifully 
finished interior, which you are free 
to enjoy and relax in for the 
duration of your stay. Your bags will 
be carried to your room where you 
will be able to unwind with 
complimentary refreshments and 
chocolates. 

The guest house is also the perfect 
location for entertaining. A number 
of packages are available for dinner 
parties and private functions 

It is our aim that our guests enjoy a 
restful stay within a casual, relaxed 
ambience mixed with a dash 
of luxury. 


Tel: 01843 299878 



20 Palm Bay Avenue, Margate CT9 3DQ 
www.theviewguesthousemargate.co.uk 
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EATING OUT 


Across the county 


m 


RECOMMENDS 


WAGGON AT HALE: 01634 400800 

vwwv.waggonathaLe.co.uk 

Starter: Seared peppered fiLLet of beef with 

red peppers on a bed of Leaves with a mustard 

dressing. 

Main: Fisherman’s pie-cod, saLmon and prawns 
in a white wine, cream and herb sauce topped 
with mashed potatoes, served with fresh seasonaL 
vegetabLes. 

Dessert: Kentish cheeseboard with Canterbury 
CobbLe, Chaucer’s Camembert, Kentish BLue, 
KeLLy’s Goat and Ashmore Farmhouse. 

THE RED LION: 01227 751207 (pictured beLow) 
www.theredLion.org 

Starter: Red Lion prawn and smoked-saLmon 
saLad. 

Main: Tender shin of beef sLowLy braised in 
cream stout with mash and seasonaL vegetabLes. 
Dessert: PLatter of biscuits with LocaL cheese 
from Canterbury Cheesemakers. 



A romantic meal is made easy 
at the Waggon for Valentine’s 



LOVE IS IN 
THE AIR: 

The Waggon 
at HaLe is 
offering a top 
VaLentine's 
Day deaL 


THE Waggon at Hale is an independent family- 
run traditional country pub situated on 
Capstone Road, Chatham. 

Emma Pearson and her team offer guests a 
warm and friendly welcome whether you’re 
looking for somewhere to have a good old pint 
of real ale or a glass of wine or are looking to 
dine on the freshly-prepared food - served all 
day, every day. 

Families are always welcome at the Capstone 
Road pub; in fact, there is a big garden housing 
its own mini family farm with chickens, guinea 
pigs, rabbits and, of course, the star of the show, 
Crackling the miniature pig. 

Emma said: “We do not try to be anything 
more than we are - a warm and friendly 
country pub serving real food and drink, 
selected, prepared and served to you by a very 
friendly team. ” 

The home-cooked food menu covers all tastes 
and pockets, ranging from simple light bites to 
the ever-popular traditional Sunday roast. 

On Friday, February 1, Emma and the team 
will celebrate their second anniversary at the 
Waggon with live music and entertainment 
from local band Gaffers Duo. 

The following Wednesday - February 6 - will 
see the popular monthly charity quiz return in 
aid of the Dogs Trust. Join in from 8pm for 10 
rounds of brain-teasers, with lots of on-the-spot 
prizes and tickets only £2.50 per person. 


Celebrate Valentine’s Day at the Waggon on 
Thursday and Friday, February 14-15. Treat 
your loved one to a three-course meal and a 
bottle of wine for just £55 per couple. 

The Valentine’s Day menu will include baked 
field mushroom stuffed with mozzarella, sun- 
blushed tomato, pine nuts and pesto to start. 
For mains, try the delicious 8oz rump steak, 
served with a confit tomato, portobello 


mushroom, a stack of chips and a peppercorn 
sauce. For dessert, climb the chocolate stairway 
to heaven with a trio of dark, milk and white 
chocolate layers with fresh strawberries. 


■ Waggon at Hale, 179 Capstone Road, 
Chatham ME5 7PP (phone 01634 400800 
website www.waggonathale.com, 
emailwaggonathale2011@hotmail.co.uk) 


Shi) Setmuwaf Come tC Sfine at 

THE WAGGON AT HALE 



The Waggon at Hale is an independent family run traditional country pub situated on 
Capstone Road, Chatham. 

Emma and her team are here to offer you a warm and friendly welcome whether you are 
looking for somewhere to have a good old pint of real ale, a glass of wine or looking to dine 
on our freshly prepared food served all day everyday. 

Wed 6th - Charity Quiz Night: Dog's Trust 

In memory of Rustie (the pubs 1st dog) 

Join us from 8pm for 10 rounds, with lots of on the spot prizes. Only £2.50 per person 
with all money from the quiz going to the Dog's Trust 

Thurs 14th & Fri 15th - Valentines Day 

Treat your loved one this year with our 3 course meal 
& a bottle of wine for only £55 ^ 

per couple. 

To view the menu please visit our website 
New Restaurant Menu Now Available 

WWWWAGGONATHALE.CO.uk 01634 400800 
179 CAPSTONE ROAD, CHATHAM, KENT ME5 7PP 





Choose from a selection of meats 
including pork, lamb, and beef, 
served with all the trimmings . 

One course £10.50 
Two courses £13.50 
and Three courses £15.50 


Valentines Dinner 
12th -14th February 
Three Course Meal for 
£24.95 per person 
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Drawbridge gets 
a welcome lift 

THE oldest working drawbridge in Britain, at 
Hever Castle, has had a 2013 facelift. 

A static support structure in the castle moat 
has been replaced more than 100 years after its 
first incarnation. 

The famous drawbridge was installed by 
American multi-millionaire William Waldorf 
Astor just 
three years 
after he 
bought the 
castle in 
1903. 

The 

medieval 
defensive 

castle, which was the childhood home of Anne 
Boleyn, was built in 1270, with the original 
drawbridge and moat forming a barrier to entry 
when raised. 

The drawbridge had been replaced by a stone 
bridge in the early 18th century, when the castle 
was owned by the Waldergrave family, but was 
restored to the orginal style once William Astor 
took charge of the site. 

Work was carried out by oak construction 
company Scott Partnership, which restored the 
lifting part of the wooden drawbridge six years 
ago. The project involved partially draining the 
inner moat. 

Hever Castle welcomes some 250,000 
visitors a year, many of whom cross the 
drawbridge to enter the castle. 

See www.hevercastle.co.uk for details. 



Sweet squeeze of success 
as juice bar makes top 10 



NATIONAL RECOGNITION: 63 Harbour Street in Whitstable 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 

AN independent juice bar in 
Whitstable has stormed into 
the top 10 for a national award 
looking at small businesses. 

The boutique venue, known 
as 63 Harbour Street, was 
placed among the best UK busi¬ 
nesses to have started in the 
past two years by The Guardi¬ 
an’s small business network 
start-up awards. 

The competition ran the rule 
over more than 130 entries 
nationwide. 

Owner Steve Jones said: “It’s 
fantastic recognition in the 
lead-up to our second birthday 
and it completes a great start to 
the year.” 

The juice bar was also placed 
in the top 10 for the Taste of 
Kent local food retailer of the 
year award in a public vote. 

“We thought that was a 
great result for our second year 
of trading. We’re very small 
and still fairly new, so we were 
truly thrilled. The local food re¬ 
tailer award is about support¬ 


ing local producers and supp¬ 
liers.” 

63 Harbour Street works 
with 13 independent business¬ 
es across Kent. 

Steve said: “Several of our 
suppliers were nominated in 
Taste of Kent’s artisan food 
producer of the year category, 
with Whitstable’s Waltshaws’, 
who make muffins and brown¬ 
ies for us, and The Kentish 
Chocolate Company also get¬ 


ting Top 10 places. 

“Little Stour Orchard, who 
supply our apples and bottled 
apple juice, was nominated for 
best Kent juice producer. 

“So we’re selling products 
that are loved locally, too.” 

The winners of the Taste of 
Kent awards will be announced 
on Friday, March 8. 

Write to Whitstable-juices@ 
63harbourstreet.co.uk to find 
out more about the bar. 


WHAT’S ON 


AND WHERE 


Assembly Hall, Tunbridge Wells 
Friday and Saturday, February 15-16 
Box office: 01892 530613 
Website: www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 
Harry Hill: Back with his first live show for years, 
award-winning TV Burp presenter and stand- 
up Harry Hill brings Sausage Time to his home 
county. Tickets £30. 


Theatre Royal Margate 

Friday to Sunday, March 1-3 
Box office: 01843 292795 
Website: www.theatreroyalmargate.com 

Party To Murder: Local director Gordon Clarkson 
brings the 1930s-style comedy murder mystery 
to the seaside stage... but can you guess who is 
behind the wicked act? Tickets £10. 


H The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 

Thursday, February 21 
Box office: 01322 220000 
Website: www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 


Swan Lake: The classic ballet is brought to life by 
Tchaikovsky’s haunting and unforgettable score 
and a talented team from the Russian State 
Ballet of Siberia. Tickets £25.50-£37.50. 


■ Astor Community Theatre, Deal 

Thursday, February 7 
Box office: 01304 370220 
Website: www.theastor.org 

Steve Cropper: The soul guitarist is known for his 
days as a member of Booker T & the M.G.s and 
wrote songs for Otis Redding, Aretha Franklin 
and many others. Tickets £22-£24. 



Crttl'hsp.hwn 


264 Napier Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 4HL I Tel: 01634 853067 I Fax: 01634 850480 
Web: www.lakesidetimber.co.uk I Email: del.peters@lakesidetimber.co.uk 


You don't need a red pencil with our prices! 


Sawn tan 47 x 50 
Sawn tan 47 x 100 
Sawn tan 47 x 150 
Sawn tan 47 x 200 
Shuttering ply 12mm 
Decking 32 x 150 
Posts 85 x 85 colonial 
Spindles 50x50 colonial 


PER METRE 

£0.79 
-H43 £1.29 
-£249-£1.90 
£2.75 £2.51 
£11.97 each 
-6+49 £1.70 
£14.50 


Sawn tan 47 x 75 
Sawn tan 47 x 125 
Sawn tan 47 x 175 
Sawn tan 47 x 225 
Shuttering ply 18mm 
Decking screws (500) 

Posts 85 x 85 eased edge 
Spindles 50 x 50 eased edge 


PER METRE 

£1.09 
-Cm £1.78 
-6649 £2.11 
-£343 £2.84 

£16.79 each 
£12.34 per box 
£12.50 each 
£1 , 49 oa . £1.29 ea. 


£1.09 eo. £1.69 ea. Multi Rail 50 x 75 


Plasterboard 9.5mm 1800 x 900 £2.95 each 

Plasterboard 12.5mm 1800 x 900 £3.06 each 

Plasterboard 9.5mm 2400 x 1200 £4.46 each 

Plasterboard 12.5mm 2400 x 1200 £4.54 each 

Celotex25mm £10.91 

Celotex40mm £14.09 

Celotex50mm £17.28 

Celotex 60mm £20.61 

Celotex 70mm £23.49 

£27.14 


Celotex 90mm £29.48 

Celotex 100mm £32.96 

Celotex 120mm £38.81 

Celotex 150mm £47.61 

All prices are plus VAT 
Daily deliveries to the Medway Towns, 
Sittingbourne, Maidstone, Gravesend, 
South East London and some other areas in 


£2.48 per metre Celotex 80mm £27.14 the South East - please ask. 

SEE OUR ONLINE VIDEO ON YOUTUBE - LAKESIDE TIMBER MEDWAY 

We are Medway's largest stockist of Velux roof windows 
All sections of PAR softwoods are held in stock 
A large selection of mouldings in stock 
A huge range of metric and imperial internal doors in stock 


PLUS MANY MORE BUILDING MATERIALS FOR INSIDE AND OUT 
Don’t delay, call today - we could save you money! 



tel. 01634 853067 


PFH (Procurement For Housing) Approved Supplier to Housing Associations, Local Councils and Schools 
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Issues may have changed but The Selecter 
are still keen to get their message across 


By Joe Bill 

joe.biLL@archantco.uk 

IT’S been two years since The Selecter reunited 
to celebrate the 30th anniversary of their best¬ 
selling debut album Too Much Pressure. 

And now, with a new album on the horizon, 
the 2 Tone group are returning to Kent. 

They were one of a number of ska and 2 Tone 
bands to come out of the Midlands in the late 
70s; others were The Beat and The Specials, and 
they found a willing audience in Kent. 

The popularity of their music in these parts 
has helped create events such as Folkestone’s 
Skabour festival as well as ensure venues to 
countless tours. 

Singer Pauline Black is no stranger to the 
seaside locations of the county. 

“Margate has always had a good crowd. 

In Margate it’s always been good and in 
Folkestone as well. I originally came from 
Essex, so I had been to Kent many times 
before [joining the band].” 

The group came to Margate’s Winter 
Gardens last year alongside The Beat and 
Neville Staple from The Specials, but this 
time at Whitstable’s East Quay things will be 
different. 

“This is our own headline tour,” said Black 
- but it will be far from just a greatest-hits 
show. “We’re promoting our second album 
since reforming, called String Theory.” 


“There will be some new material, yes, but it’s 
impossible for a band like us to go out on stage 
and not do hits like On My Radio and Too Much 
Pressure. We don’t see the point in being back 
together again as an eight-piece without inject¬ 
ing what we feel about today’s great happenings 
in the world. 

“We have been back together since 2012 and 
I have to say this is the most enjoyable config¬ 
uration of the band that I have ever been in. 

Since the 2010 comeback, the band have 
toured the UK, Europe and Australia, rebuilding 
their fanbase and picking up new fans as they 
look to recapture their musical form while also 
commenting on the political issues of the time. 


“If you look around these days, the truth of 
what ails society again, to some extent, are the 
same things we were talking about even back 
then 30 years ago,” said Black, who moved to 
Coventry aged 18 to study at university and 
stayed in the Midlands. 

“In those days I used to perform in folk clubs 
because that was the only place you could get to 
sing and play the guitar at the same time. 

“People I knew suggested it would be good to 
go and meet these guys who were setting up a 
band called The Selecter. And that was that.” 

The group, whose name is based on the Jamai¬ 
can word for disc-jockey, had two Top 10 singles 
as well as a Top 10 album during their first stint 
and have gathered a cult following. 

“People listen to pop and to rock and occasion¬ 
ally if they want a good time people listen to ska 
music. I think it was Mojo magazine who said 
‘The Selecter made dancing the only way to 
walk’ and I thought that was a lovely quote 
and absolutely true. 

“It’s not like we stand there going on 
about this and that all the time. The music 
tickles the brain cells as well as the feet.” 

■ The Selecter play The East Quay in 
Whitstable as part of the WhitLive series 
of gigs. Tickets are priced at £15 and 
available at www.wegottickets.com or 
alternatively from Gatefield Sounds in 
Herne Bay and Whitstable and Canter¬ 
bury Rock in Canterbury. 



WHAT’S ON 


AND WHERE 


Memorial Theatre, Broadstairs 


[ vl Saturday, February 9 

Box office: 01843 580389 
Website: www.sarahthorne-theatreclub.co.uk 


The Prisoner of Zenda: Chalkfoot Arts presents its 
adaptation of Anthony Hope’s famous adventure 
novel. See political intrigue, royal identity swap 
and budding romance. Tickets £14. 


The Historic Dockyard, Chatham 
Saturday to Monday, February 16-24 
Box office: 01634 823800 
Website: www.thedockyard.co.uk 

Picture This: Families can get creative by 
producing their own work of art and adding it 
to the dockyard’s own art project. Tickets to The 
Historic Dockyard: adults £17.50, children £11. 


The Kings Hall, Herne Bay 
Friday, February 8 
Box office: 01227 374188 
Website: www.thekingshall.com 

Chris Helme: Best known for fronting John 
Squire’s post-Stone Roses indie group The 
Seahorses, Helme embarks on a new solo tour to 
bring his album to the masses. Tickets £12. 


Down House, Downe 
Wednesday, February 6, llam-lpm 
Box office: 01689 859119 
Website: www.english-heritage.org.uk/darwin 

Darwin at Home: Randal Keynes OBE, a British 
conservationist, author and great-great- 
grandson of Charles Darwin, will give a lecture 
on Science And The Family. Tickets £12. 




LOCAL FIREPLACE & 
APPLIANCE SHOWROOM 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 

Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas safe registered • Medway fair trader member 


HOLIDAY HOME FOR SALE ■ HOLIDAY HOME FOR SALE 



Marlie Farm Holiday Park. Fully sited, open plan 
lounge, kitchen, shower, 2 toilets, sleeps 6. 
Quiet surroundings near beach. Open 10 months. 


£ 10,000 


inc 2013 site fees 


Free 2013 pitch fees till 
17th Feb, act now! 


Call Eric 07740 247 521 


32ft x 12ft, 2 bedrooms, 
beautiful plot sited on a 
four star holiday park £QQQC 
near Whitstable, Kent. 


Call 01227 794 748 for more info 



Kent on Sunday 

! kentnews.co.uk 



PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS with KOS TV 

from as little as per day 

www.kentnews.co.uk 

Over 80,000 unique visitors per month 

For more information please call Maria on 01303 817126 
email maria.george@archant.co.uk 
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Celebrate the snake with two 
weekends of special events 



By Joe Bill 

joe.biU@archant.co.uk 

THE annual celebrations to mark the 
Chinese New Year in Medway will be 
held across two weekends. 

Welcoming in the Year Of The 
Snake, there will be a show on Satur¬ 
day, February 9, outside the Penta¬ 
gon Centre on the high street. 

From 11.3 Oam to 2.3 Opm you can 
see the traditional Lion Team from 
Foshan as well as the Dance Alley 
Dancers, the ShiKon Martial Arts 
Team, Cantonese Opera Performers 
from Hong Kong and a special guest 
performer from China. 

Taste the traditional snacks at the 
street market as the celebrations 
continue the following weekend on 
Sunday, February 17, with the Med¬ 
way Chinese New Year Parade, one 
of the largest in the UK. 

Led by the Mayor of Medway, 
Vaughan Hewett, the parade will 
gather at the junction of Chatham’s 
High Street and Military Road at 
midday and then travel to the Tesco 
end of High Street, where photo op¬ 
portunities will be available. The pa¬ 
rade will include Chinese dragons, 


lion and unicorn dancers and more 
than 150 people in traditional Chi¬ 
nese costume. 

To round off this year’s event there 
will be The Wonderful China show - 
a spectacular showcase of dancing, 
martial arts, music and magic at The 
Central Theatre in Chatham. 

The production starts at 2.30pm 


and will feature The Medway Dragon 
Team, The Foshan and Medway Lion 
Dance Teams, The Dance Alley 
Dancers, Shi Kon Martial Arts and 
special guests from the Cantonese 
Opera from Hong Kong. 

Tickets cost £7.50; visit www. 
medwayticketslive.co.uk or phone 
the box office on 01634 338338. 


Spend a night with Joan Collins 


FOR one night only Flollywood 
megastar Joan Collins will share the 
stories and secrets of her celebrated 
career as one of the world’s most 
glamorous and intriguing personalities. 

The actress brings her solo show to 
Dartford's Orchard Theatre to tell all 
about her most memorable and 
surprising moments. 

We are told that “with the 
same wit and frankness that 
turned her two memoirs Past 
Imperfect and Second Act into 
best-sellers" Collins takes to 
the stage in what is sure to be 
an engrossing show. 

Enjoy the ups and downs of 
an amazing career, including her 
marriage to Anthony Newly 


and her screen test for Cleopatra and 
why she lost the role to Elizabeth 
Taylor. Don't miss her first on-set 
encounter with Bette Davis, being broke 
and how Flollywood changed her 
fortune. 

The 79-year-old from Paddington in 
London, who has been married five 
times, is arguably most famous for 
her role in 80s soap opera 
Dynasty. 

Joan Collins plays is at The 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford, on 
Wednesday, April 17. Tickets 
cost F29-F34 and are 
available from the box 
office on 01322 220000. 
See www.orchardtheatre. 
co.uk to find out more. 




Father Dougal in Canterbury 


FATHER Ted starArdal 
O'Hanlon will come to 
The Marlowe Theatre in 
Canterbury later this year. 

Lurking beneath the mild- 
mannered demeanour of the 
man who played Father Dougal 
resides a sharp comic brain. 

Sometimes thoughtful, often 
silly, but always punchy, he has 
delighted audiences all over 
the world before landing the 
role in the iconic sit-com. 


But back to his first love of 
stand-up after a show at 
Merton Farm's Lounge On 
The Farm Festival in 
2012, the comedian is 
sure to be a winner. 

Tickets are on sale 
now for the gig on 
Friday, September 13; 
phone 01227 787787 
or visit www. 
marlowetheatre.com 
for more details. 



Buy with confidence - we offer a 10 year guarantee and are CPA approved. 

We are a family run business offering helpful, 
honest advice - no pushy salesmen! 

Turn your house into a home and save money on your energy bills too! 


Create your 
home’s personality 


RUR 


Windows, Doors 
& Conservatories 


Unit 17 Riverside, Sir Thomas langley Rd, Strood, Kent ME2 4DP 
Call us on 01634 712432 
Email us: pjrwindows@aol.com 

www.pjrwindowsltd.co.uk 


certass 




Coati 
hmtrcft 


with PVCu and aluminium windows, doors 
and conservatories 

Our comprehensive range of products are designed 
to suit any style or architecture and are tailor 
made to meet your individual needs, 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
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From bathroom bling to jam, 
Kentish firms are at cutting 
edge of global export trade 


Cut VAT, says Balls 
on visit to county 

SHADOW Chancellor Ed Balls has called 
for an immediate cut in the rate of VAT to 
boost the economy. 

During a visit to Dover on Thursday, 
he also called for 
VAT on refurbishing 
buildings to be 
slashed to the 
European legal 
minimum of five 
per cent. 

"There are two 
things that the 
Government could 
do to boost the economy and they could 
do them on Monday," said Mr Balls. 

"They should cut back VAT from 20 per 
cent to where it was two years ago at 17.5 
per cent to provide a boost for consumer 
spending. Also they should cut VAT on 
maintenance work on homes, roof repairs 
and general refurbishment. 

"This can be cut to just five per cent 
and such a move would benefit the 
small and medium-sized businesses that 
are in construction but not getting major 
contracts. What this country needs is 
some leadership. 

"Kent has no Labour MPs - that is bad 
news for Labour, but it's also bad news for 
Kent." 

■ See next week’s Business Week for 
a full interview with Mr Balls. 


Premier Inn adds 99 
beds to county town 

WHITBREAD is opening a new Premier Inn 
in Maidstone. The company says that it 
will contribute an estimated £6.2 million 
to the local economy and in the process 
create 37 new jobs. 

The new 99-bedroom hotel will be on 
London Road and opens on Monday, 
February 11. 

Sharon Barrie, general manager of 
Premier Inn Maidstone, said: "It's exciting 
to be opening a new hotel in Maidstone. 

"The area is famous for many tourist 
attractions, which will keep visitors of all 
types entertained and happy. 

"This Premier Inn will be ideal for those 
looking for great value that does not 
compromise on quality." 


If you have a business story, 

Nick Ames would Like to hear 
from you. Telephone him on 
01303 817181, or alternatively 
email nick.ames@archant.co.uk 
FoLLow us on Twitter @KOSbusiness 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

KENT’S companies are at the forefront of the 
drive to get British products into lucrative for¬ 
eign markets. 

And alongside the manufactured goods and 
quality foods that are in constant worldwide de¬ 
mand, the county’s businesses are forging ahead 
with pioneering deals to emerging markets. 

Gold-plated ‘bling’ bathroom accessories to 
Moscow, perfume to Iran and jam to Bahrain are 
just some of the more unusual exports from local 
companies. 

Other booming markets include construction 
companies doing business with Dubai and 
Qatar, fashions for China and its burgeoning 
middle class... and fast food for Turkey. 

Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce is respon¬ 
sible for the export documentation of goods 
leaving the county for the global market and 
represents thousands of exporters. 

Working alongside the Government’s UK 
Trade and Investment (UKTI) body, it is respon¬ 
sible for companies understanding the relevant 
tax duties and import regulations in force in 
overseas markets. 

Business development manager Tudor Price 
said: “Countries require export documentation 
on many products and we are there to ensure 
that is all taken care of. 

“It is of great benefit to Kent’s economy that 
our firms do business overseas, and geographi¬ 
cally, with the links we have to Europe, the 
county is ideally placed for the export market.” 



SHINING EXAMPLE: Russian hotels are turning 
to the county in search of gold bathroom fittings 

The range of products leaving Kent’s shores is 
wide, with companies eagerly analysing busi¬ 
ness trends and growing markets to see how 
they can supply growing demand. For instance 
one firm has set up business flights to Moscow in 
cooperation with easyjet as the Russian econo¬ 
my becomes a source of greater opportunity. 

Price said: “It is very interesting when you 
look at where business is being done and what 
the demand for products is. 

“Dubai has always been a market for the con¬ 
struction business and it has now been joined by 
Qatar, as it is set to host the World Cup in 2022. 

“For some reason, jam is incredibly popular 
in Bahrain, and Iran is an important market for 
fragrances and perfumes. Turkey is undergoing 
an increase in demand for fast food, so that’s 


another area we have been active in. Bling is 
also very important to Russia. The top hotels 
cannot get enough of gold taps and bathroom 
fittings. 

UKTI’s activities to promote trade include in¬ 
suring UK exporters against non-payment by 
their overseas buyers as well as helping overseas 
buyers to purchase goods and services from UK 
exporters by guaranteeing bank loans to finance 
purchases. 

It also shares credit risks with banks to assist 
exporters in the raising of tender and contract 
bonds, in accessing pre- and post-shipment 
working capital finance and in securing confir¬ 
mations of letters of credit; in addition, it can 
insure UK investors in overseas markets against 
political risks. 

The South East has the largest total export 
value of all the English regions at £43.billion for 
the year ending September 2012 and accounts 
for 20 per cent of total exports from England. 

The EU still accounts for the majority of UK 
exports, with the US also a big player. 

But new economic powerhouses such as 
China, India, Russia and Brazil are growing in 
worldwide importance. 

UKTI’s regional director for the South East, 
Lewis Scott, said a national campaign was under 
way to get another 100,000 businesses export¬ 
ing by 2020, and the agency hoped to help more 
than 1,000 new companies export from the re¬ 
gion each year. 

■ Businesses can get free advice by calling UK 
Trade and Investment South East on 08452 
789 600 or email info@uktisoutheast.com. 


IDS heaps praise on Bluewater partnership for job creation 


IAIN Duncan Smith, Secretary of 
State for Work and Pensions, paid a 
visit to Bluewater this week, prais¬ 
ing the centre for creating tens of 
thousands of jobs and training 
many people. 

In a visit set up by Gareth John¬ 
son, MP for Dartford, he spoke to 
job-seekers, trainees and staff at The 
Learning Shop, a partnership be¬ 
tween Bluewater, Lend Lease, North 
West Kent College and JobCentre 
Plus that opened in March 1999. 

It has since been involved in 
creating more than 32,000 jobs, 


trained more than 17,000 people 
and awarded more than 15,000 
qualifications. 

About 40 per cent of the jobs 
have been filled by people living in 
local postcodes, with 85 per cent in 
total from north Kent. 

Duncan Smith said: “The Learn¬ 
ing Shop at Bluewater is a great ex¬ 
ample of the private and public 
sector working together to deliver 
significant and long-lasting benefits 
to a region. 

“It has successfully worked with 
thousands of people, training and 


motivating them and crucially get¬ 
ting them into jobs. I congratulate 
them on the work they’re doing.” 

Robert Goodman, Bluewater’s 
general manager, said: “The part¬ 
nership with The Learning Shop is 
the best example of this and we 
have worked continuously to de¬ 
liver real and meaningful benefits 
to people living locally and in the 
north Kent region. 

“We are very proud, therefore, of 
what The Learning Shop achieves 
and are delighted it is has received 
such strong endorsement.” 



FOR THE LASTEST JOBS IN KENT - WITH MORE THAN 1,500 ADVERTISED - VISIT WWW.JOBS24.CO.UX/KENT X 
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COMMUTE 



Pink Floyd star drums up 
cash to save music store 

SAVED: 

From Left, 

Rob Wilson, 
Nick Paterno, 
of financial 
company 
McBrides, 
Stella Wilson 
and Nick 
Mason, of 
Pink Floyd; 
the band are 
pictured top 



By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

A TENTERDEN couple have saved one 
of London’s most historic music stores 
- with the help of Pink Floyd star Nick 
Mason. 

The drummer stepped in with a 
financial investment when Foote’s 
faced closure due to increased rent 
and the retirement of its owner. 

Manager Rob Wilson and his wife 
Stella wanted to buy it but could not 
obtain the necessary finance from 
their bank. 

So they approached friends and old 
customers of the store for investment 
and were delighted when Mason, who 
bought his first drum kit there in 
1958, stepped forward to help. 

The rock legend, who played on 
classic albums such as Dark Side Of 
The Moon, Wish You Were Here and 
The Wall, said: “My reason for want¬ 
ing to retain a drum shop is simply 
that it’s more than an opportunity to 
buy an instrument. There’s an oppor¬ 
tunity to catch up with any new ideas 
from the manufacturers, new sounds 


that you can’t appreciate online and, 
of course, to talk drums and equip¬ 
ment with an expert. 

“There are a surprising amount of 
new ideas constantly being developed 
for what must be the world’s oldest 
instrument.” 

Rob Wilson said: “At the 11th hour, 
our business loan was turned down 
by our bank - it was a major blow to 
our plans. Without Nick Mason and 


our collective of generous investors, 
Foote’s would be no more.” 

Chas E Foote was founded in Horn¬ 
sey Road in 1920 by Charles Ernest 
Foote. It relocated to Soho in the 
1930s and was bought by the Della- 
Porta family - the founders of Premier 
Percussion - going on to sell instru¬ 
ments to top musicians for the next 80 
years. Its new premises are in Store 
Street, off Tottenham Court Road. 


Sidcup financial company McBrides 
worked with the directors to complete 
an application to HM Revenue & 
Customs (HMRC) on a Government 
scheme that gives investors 50 per 
cent tax relief if they have a stake of 
less than 30 per cent in any 
company. Without such investment, 
Footesmusic Ltd - the new company 
- would not have been able to become 
operational. 


NOT CHUFFED! Winter can be a grind 

Free space 
to work if 
snow falls 

WORKPLACE-provider Regus is 
offering free access to its business 
centres to help firms in the event of 
further snow creating problems 

Staff whose usual commute or 
travel plans are disrupted due to 
the snow and ice can work from 
any Regus centre, such as those in 
Dartford and West Mailing, helping 
employers and business-owners 
avoid an unwelcome dip in 
productivity. 

Workspace in the business 
lounge of every UK Regus centre 
will be made available, including 
free high-speed wifi and 
refreshments. 

Based on experience from 
previous cold snaps, Regus 
expects a sharp rise in enquiries 
for video communications as 
businesses turn to technology 
when travel plans are disrupted 
and trains and flights cancelled. 

Managing director Steve Purdy 
said: “We are offering all affected 
local businesses free workspace 
at their nearest Regus centre if it 
is easier for them to reach rather 
than their usual commute. 

“We know from our customer 
base that every day counts, 
especially when times are tight, 
so we are delighted to offer an 
alternative local workplace to help 
businesses carry on as usual.” 

If further snowfall causes 
problems this winter, you can 
phone Regus on 0800 7562495. 


Women are invited to put themselves first and celebrate achievements 


KENT'S brightest female 
business talent is being urged 
to take part in a competition to 
discover women who are 
breaking new ground in 
commerce. 

The 2013 First Women 
Awards, in association with 
Lloyds Banking Group, 
recognise the women who are 
setting the agenda for future 
generations across a range of 
sectors - from business and 
the media to engineering and 
technology. 

Over their seven-year 
history, the awards have been 



SUCCESS: First Women Awards celebrate outstanding achievement; pictured are last year's winners 

presented to women who have fields; they include Diane to be appointed president 

broken new ground in many Johnson, the first woman of the Electrical Contractors' 


Association; the first female 
chief executive of the Sports 
Ground Safety Authority, Ruth 
Shaw; founder of Specsavers, 
Dame Mary Perkins; Angela 
Strank, the most senior woman 
at oil giant BP; and Thea 
Green, founder and managing 
director of international beauty 
brand, Nails Inc. 

Katja Flail, chief policy 
director of the Confederation 
of British Industry (CBI), 
said: "It's encouraging that 
the number of women in 
senior positions in UK 
companies has increased 


during the last year. The 
challenge is to keep this 
momentum going. 

"The CBI is proud to support 
the First Women Awards, 
which showcase achievements 
of female leaders." 

The closing date for entries 
is Friday, April 5, with the 
awards presented at the 
London Marriott Hotel, 
Grosvenor Square, on 
Wednesday, June 12, hosted 
by TV presenter Clare Balding. 

See http://fwa.realbusiness. 
co.uk/ for more information on 
the awards and how to enter. 
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Join 

best 


Kent’s 
kept secret 



Get back into employment with support from 
Business Services at MidKent College 

Our 10-day ‘progression into work’ course provides expert training on subjects including 
interview skills, motivation and customer service - giving you a competitive edge on your 
fellow job applicants. Run from both our Medway and Maidstone campuses, this is one 
programme no serious jobseeker should miss. 




Call us today on 01622 624900 or visit www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 


PRINCE2® Foundation and Practitioner Project Management Training 

(in association with ILX) Start dates throughout 2013. A blended delivery model using e-learning and classroom 
based workshops leading to an accredited project management qualification. The cost of the full PRINCE2 V 

Foundation and Practitioner qualification is usually £1250 but for the next start date (March) only, we are able 
to offer a 10% discount bringing the price down to £1125. In addition, we are able to offer a 10% prompt 

payment discount on the tuition fees (to a maximum of £50) bringing the final price down to £1080. This no-nonsense price includes the 
e-learning licence, all tutor led workshops, registration, exams and certification. 


Microsoft Technical Training/Microsoft Specialist Courses 

The Microsoft IT Academy at MidKent College offers certified and bespoke IT training courses for IT professionals and business users, to increase 
job security and enhance career opportunities. Flexible learning options - including evening and Saturday classes - are available, using a blended 
learning approach with classroom based activities and e-learning options. 

Courses delivered by Microsoft Certified trainers at our Microsoft IT Academy in Maidstone. 


Microsoft Office Word, Excel or PowerPoint Core (1 day) £50 each** (plus exam fee). 

Course dates: Microsoft Word 26th February, Microsoft Excel 27th February and Microsoft PowerPoint Core 28th February 2013. 
**Courses must be booked in February to qualify for the reduced price. 


Other courses commencing shortly - 
please contact us for the respective start dates 

Please note - none of our courses are VAT chargeable 

Leadership & Management 

• Assertiveness Skills (1 day) £150 

• ILM Level 2 Award in Leadership & Team Skills (5 days) £550 

• ILM Level 3 Certificate in Management (5 days) £1,700 

Education Courses 

• Level 3 Award & Certificate in Teaching & Learning in School £680 

• Level 3 Award, Certificate & Diploma in Teaching & Learning in School £900 

• Level 4 Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector (PTTLS) (6 days) £400 

• Training Assessment & Quality Assurance (TAQA) Work based assessments 
(attendance 2 days of theory at MidKent College required) £600 

• Internal Quality Assurance (IQA) Work based assessments (attendance 2 days of 
theory at MidKent College required) £650 


BOOK NOW! 

Telephone: 01622 624900 

Email: business.services@midkent.ac.uk 

Website: www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 

Join us on 


IT Courses 

• Windows Server 2008 Active Directory Configuring (over 5 days) £825 
(plus course resources). Start date 22/4/13 

• Windows Server 2008 Network Infrastructure Configuring (over 5 days) £825 
(plus course resources). Start date 3/6/13 

• Windows Server 2008 Administrator (over 5 days) £825 (plus course resources). 
Start date 15/7/13 

• Windows 7 Configuring (over 4 days) £750 (plus course resources). 

Start date 25/3/13 

• Also available Windows 7 Enterprise Desktop Support Technician (over 3 days) 
£750 (plus course resources) 

Health & Safety/Security Courses 

• IOSH Managing Safely (4 days) £425 

• NEBOSH National Diploma Full Award (1 day x 18 mths) £5100 

• NEBOSH General Certificate (1 day x 14 wks) £1015 

• L2 Award in Door Supervision (4 days) £280 

• L3 Award in Close Protection Operations (10 days) £1400 


Business 

Services 

at MidKent College 


Maidstone Campus 
Oakwood Park, Tonbridge Road 
Maidstone, Kent ME16 8AG 
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SKILFUL KENT 



STRONG SUPPORT: Services charity RBLI 
is Looking to help people get back into work 

Employment 
skills offered 
for families of 
Armed Forces 

FAMILIES of Armed Forces personnel in 
Medway are receiving employment training 
as part of a new support scheme from 
services charity Royal British Legion 
Industries. 

The RBLI has focused on helping these 
families find and maintain regular 
employment. It can be particularly 
challenging with changes in financial 
circumstances resulting in many Looking for 
work for the first time or returning to work 
after a long period of looking after children. 

The charity has a long history of providing 
vocational training to the Armed Forces. They 
have developed LifeWorks, a fully-funded 
employability and motivational training 
course for people who are serving or have 
served in the Armed Forces. 

Delivered from their training centre in 
Aylesford, the new LifeWorks Families has 
taken RBLI’s proven LifeWorks course and 
tailored it towards spouses, partners and 
dependants, maximising their employability 
potential and building on their skills. 

Designed around the delegate seeking 
work, the six-week course includes 
identifying employment skills and a range 
of interview techniques. It also includes 
change-management coaching as well as 
practical CV design, covering letters and 
completing application forms. It runs at the 
Lampard Community Centre in Chatham. 

RBLI's Stephanie Cogdell said: “We are 
being asked about services to families who 
have to look at their employment options for 
the first time. 

"[LifeWorks Families] provides RBLI's 
heritage and proven experience in 
employment training and advice to the 
Forces partnered with family-support 
services from SureStart." 

If you're a spouse, partner or dependant of 
someone who has served in the Armed 
Forces and would Like to know more, phone 
0800 3196844, email lifeworks@rbli.co.uk, 
or visit www.rbli.co.uk/rbli/ 
companynews/177/. 


Make sure your 
future job is 
everything you 
want it to be 


T HE options now available 
to students looking to 
enter the world of work, 
as well as people just 
looking for a change in 
career, are exceptional. 
No longer do all roads lead to 
university and higher education 
because there are so many choices in 
which to find the job most suited to 
you. If you are a hands-on person and 
like to get your palms dirty, there are 
hundreds of apprenticeships in very 
diverse fields of interest. 

Whether you want to grease up an 
engine with motor oil or grease up a 
baking tray with olive oil, the right 
course is out there. 

Students shouldn’t be disheartened 
by poor exam results as there are 
opportunities for everyone. 

Work experience is a key factor. 
You may not have the required 
grades, but if you have shown the 
enthusiasm and desire to spend your 
own time chasing down the career 
you dream of and putting yourself in 
the right places then often employers 


will respect your efforts and take 
them on board. 

And, as the saying goes, you are 
never too old to learn something new. 
If you feel as though you’re stuck in a 
job that you don’t want to be in and 
on a career ladder that you don’t 
want to climb, don’t be scared to do 
something about it. There are 
hundreds of adult-education courses 
and Open University options available 
in Kent that don’t have to be overly 
time-consuming or too expensive. 

The internet has made both job¬ 
searching and the acquisition of new 
skills a far easier task than it used to 
be. Sign up for emails from job 
websites, actively search out 
companies you want to work for and 
scout their employment situation. 

The most important thing is to be 
proactive. You can change what you 
are going to do in the future, but you 
have to put in the effort and make it 
happen. The right job won’t come 
looking for you. Use your skills, show 
enthusiasm and the rewards will 
come. Good luck! 


Students work together to make life so much 
more stimulating for people with dementia 




DEMENTIA patients at the Gravesham 
Place Day Centre were presented with 
new ‘fidget aprons’ designed by fashion 
students from North West Kent College. 

The aprons are designed as a physical 
and mental stimulant, with the fashion- 
design Level 3 Diploma students creating 
the garments as part of their course. 

The students researched dementia 
to gain an understanding of the illness, 
enabling them to create a product that has 
beneficial results for the patients. 

Karen Fitzpatrick, fashion-design 
lecturer at North West Kent College, said: 
“The students have done a great job at 
turning the idea of an apron into something 
that can be physically and mentally 
stimulating for someone who suffers from 
dementia.” 

The students used bright colours 
that helps stimulate sensory and visual 
perception, including coordination. 

The group used fabrics such as silk 
and velvet, which were popular fabrics in 
the 1920s and 30s, to aid the long-term 
memory of the dementia patients. Beads 
and buttons were added to the aprons to 




WHAT A TEAM! Fashion-design students made a big difference at Gravesham Place Day Centre 


alleviate fidgeting and pacing, which are 
both common traits of dementia. 

Patricia Isted, registered care manager 
of Gravesham Place Day Centre, said: “We 
would like to thank everyone for their hard 
work. The aprons are already having an 
impact on our clients." 

The fashion students were able to gain 
experience of working with ‘real’ clients 


as well as establish an understanding of 
dementia and the support people need. 

To find out more about the fashion- 
design courses at the Dartford campus, 
North West Kent College will be holding 
an open day on Tuesday, March 5, from 
3.30pm to 8.30pm. Phone North West 
Kent College on 0800 074 1447 or visit 
www.nwkcollege for details. 
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Training, courses and careers 


Minister praises shop 

THE Learning Shop at BLuewater, part of North 
West Kent College, was visited and praised by 
the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, 
lain Duncan Smith. 

The Learning Shop is a partnership between 
Lend Lease, North West Kent College and 
JobCentre Plus. Since Bluewater opened in 
March 1999, it has brokered more than 32,000 
jobs, trained more than 17,000 people and 
awarded more than 15,000 qualifications. 

Uni’s forensic course 

THE UNIVERSITY of Kent is launching a 
10-week course offering the chance to learn 
about the real world of forensic psychology from 
some of the leading practitioners in the field. 

It will cover aspects of murder and 
psychopathy, offender profiling, the reliability of 
eyewitnesses, gang crime, corporate crime and 
the ways that victims of crime are treated within 
the criminal justice system. 

The course begins on Wednesday, Lebruary 13. 

Women get decorating 

AN ARMY of female painters and decorators are 
helping to break gender barriers at MidKent 
College. 

There are currently 12 young women studying 
various levels of the subject at the Medway 
campus. Lecturer Doug Warren said: "It would 
be a big plus to have more women in the 
industry, especially for single mums or elderly 
people who might feel more confident letting 
women into their homes." 


Building the winning network 
on the long road to success 


MORE than 150 of Kent’s business-leaders and 
budding entrepreneurs attended a special event 
on Tuesday night to promote local business and 
showcase the emerging young talent in the 
county. 

A Blast is Back, organised by the Kent Founda¬ 
tion, took place in Oakwood House, Maidstone. 

The foundation, founded in 1985 with the 
support of Kent County Council as an independ¬ 
ent charity, provides advice, training, practical 
opportunities and the possibility of financial 
support to young people who want to 
become self-employed or start a 
business. 

Paul Barron, Kent Foun¬ 
dation’s director, said: 

“It is our philosophy to 


A 


engage and involve 
people as much as 
possible in making 
our events happen 
and leave those at¬ 
tending with a positive ^ 
picture of the skills and 
enthusiasm of those we 
help get started on the 
business ladder.” 

The event even drew the sup¬ 
port of Dragons’ Den regular James 
Caan. 
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Speaking in the lead-up to the 
event, he said: “Networking is a 
valuable investment for all entrepre¬ 
neurs - both new and old. 

“Make the most of it to turn your ideas 
into reality and maximise the opportunities 
it brings to start building and growing your busi¬ 
ness initiatives.” 


CAAN HE FIX 

IT? Dragons' 
Den star 
James Caan 
is a supporter 
of the Kent 
Foundation 
annual 
networking 
event that 
took place 
this week in 
Maidstone 


Kent Foundation chairman Allan Mo watt 
said: “I am continually impressed with the qual¬ 
ity, enterprise and enthusiasm of Kent’s young 
entrepreneurs. Giving them the chance to rub 
shoulders with their peers at a networking event 
such as the Blast provides them with an invalu¬ 
able source of advice, support and encourage¬ 
ment. They have much to be proud of.” 


From higher 
education 
in Hadlow 

to schools 
in Sittingbourne 


local search 24 ■ 

Kents trusted business directory 

www.localsearch24.co.uk/kent 

01303817150 advertising^kosmedia.co.uk 




Major maths scheme is making 
adult numeracy skills add up 


A NATIONAL initiative has 
been launched in a bid to boost 
adults' maths skills across the 
South East. 

It comes after shocking 
statistics discovered more than 
two in every five adults in the 
region - some 44 per cent - 
have, at best, the level of 
maths expected of an 11-year- 
old. 

Now it is hoped that the 
Maths4us project will help 
improve on that. 

It has teamed up with more 
than 20 national organisations 
to take strategic action on 
adult maths ability. 


From now until the end of 
March, it will support a range 
of activities to raise awareness 
of the importance of maths as 
well as tackle some of the 
challenges in this area. 

As part of the process, some 
8,000 ‘maths champions' will 
be trained to support other 
adults; an online numeracy 
assessment took will be 
launched and a series of online 
courses will be developed. 

Funded by the Department 
for Business, Innovation and 
Skills, the Maths4us initiative 
is being led by the National 
Institute of Adult Continuing 


Education (NIACE) NIACE and 
a number of key partner 
organisations across the public 
and private sectors. 

Carol Taylor is NIACE 
director for development and 
research. She said, "One of the 
big problems is that many 
adults don't think that maths is 
a part of their everyday lives. 

"We want to engage people 
through showing how everyone 
uses maths every day, that it 
can be exciting and fun, and 
that it is not something to be 
scared of." 

See www.maths4us.org for 
further details. 


College gets set to 

NORTH West Kent College will start a national 
competition in March as it looks to build on 
great success last year. 

Aron Baker, a student at the college, scooped 
last year's title of Dulux Decorator Centres' 
Apprentice of the Year, which means the college 
will prove the starting point in the hunt for this 
year’s winner. 

Now in its sixth year, the contest is open to 
both apprentices and full-time painting-and- 
decorating students aged between 17 and 24 
and on a recognised painting-and-decorating 
course. 

The deadline to apply for the regional heats is 
Friday, February 22. Lecturers can find out more 
at www.duluxdecoratorcentre.co.uk. 


paint the town red 



HE’S A WINNER: Aron Baker triumphed in 2012 
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jhyour local trusted dating service 


Women Seeking 



Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 
(T&C's below) 

DANCE partner sought by lady 
beginner in ballroom and Latin 
American dancing, ideally 55 plus, 
to visit local dances for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401333 

47YR old female, fun loving, green 
eyes, likes most things, seeks N/S 
male, 47-52 with GSOH for nights 
out, friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401287| 

LINDA young 62, smoker, seeking 
gent, 55-65 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400521 £ 

SINGLE mum, 35, white British, 
5ft 2ins, varied interests, looking 
for male to share life with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 4003291 
5FT female, brown hair, 39, single 
mum, seeks caring, dedicated guy. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3979151 

JOYCE 82, widow, seeking man 
who is fun loving and good 
humoured for meals out, 60-70's. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 


45YR old female, 5ft 5ins, brown 
hair, cuddly, curvaceous, love 
animals, music, sports, seeks 
kind, caring, sincere, mature male, 
40 plus with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

381319 i m 


PAT widowed mid 60's blonde 
female, loves dancing, happy-go- 
lucky WLTM similar aged nice 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389195 


BLACK African lady, late 30's, no 
ties, likes country walks, 
gardening, cinema, seaside, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393272 
DEBBIE 50, seeking man, 60 plus 
with GSOH for fun nights out and 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398173 £ 

MARGARET 57, looking for male 
companionship with GSOH for 
nights out, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390248 £ 

MARY 62, fun loving, enjoy most 
things, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, green 
eyes, size 14, lives alone in 
country, seeks male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 385189 
RETIRED teacher, blonde, 5ft 
4ins, medium build, youthful, easy¬ 
going, likes most things, seeks tall, 
refined gent for meaningful 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 397363 
MIRANDA early 60's, sociable, 
friendly, seeking similar N/S 
solvent, presentable, easygoing 
male with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 0906 515 7112 Box No: 396057 
515 7112 Box No: 394843 | 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! I 


CLAUDIA curvy size 20, 
Mediterranean, blonde hair, brown 
eyes, seeks mature male, 40-55 for 
friendship, companionship and 
enjoy life together. Ashford. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
373611 £ 05 


HAPPY go lucky lady, seeks tall, 
honest guy, 50-56 hopefully with a 
boat. Kent. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 392529£ 05 



*18+ Only. Texts to 65125 cost £1.50/msg, min of 2 
msgs. To STOP text STOP to 65125 See t/cs below 

FEMALE 21, brown eyes, loving, 
looking for male, 20-30 for nights 
in and loving relationship. Tel No: 


NICKY 45, 5ft 2ins, blue eyes, 
blonde hair, looking for genuine 
male for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 389774 | 
COUNTRY loving outgoing 
female, blue eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
genuine, caring, intelligent, seeks 
honourable, smart, professional 
male, 68-75 to share laughter and 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392899 
FEMALE early 60's lots to offer 
someone special likes dancing 
music divorced looking for 
someone could it be you? Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 400213 £ 


MICHELLE petite fun female, 
outgoing, enjoys holiday abroad, 
OHAC and pretty self-sufficient, 
looking for someone to share a 
LTR with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 399515 

SENSUAL female looking to enjoy 
life a little more, seeking 
likeminded male to enjoy 
interesting conversations over 
dinner, hopefully furthering our 
experience. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399195 
BLACK beautiful female, 5ft 7ins, 
likes most things in life, seeks 
special male for companionship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398391 £ 
SANDRA outgoing 53, carer, 
seeks male for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 390230 £ 
48YR old female, kind, loving, 
caring, genuine, fun loving, loves 
music, singing, theatre, holidays, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 387797 £ 


SINGLE mum, new to Canterbury, 
37, attractive, blonde, seeking soul 
mate, preferably with car. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 397751 £ 
52YR old female, single mum of 2, 
seeking honest, caring, decent 
man. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:389891 £ 

SUSIE young 55, slim, 5ft 3ins, 
seeks tall, honest guy from 
Medway towns. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 3890271 
LISA 5ft 2ins, 43, average build 
plus a few pounds, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, looking for man for 
dates. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401421 £ 

FEMALE seeks Prince Charming, 
20-30 to sweep her off her feet. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

l£ 


FEMALE looking for male for 
friendship and romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392365 
HAPPY young looking 71 yr old 
female, likes life, fit, active, seeks 
male, 60 plus. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393065 
DEBBIE 47, single parent, likes 
motorsport, seeking male with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 398127 
YOUNG looking lady, late 50's, 
medium build, caring, intelligent, 
seeks kind, caring, intelligent man 
with GSOH of similar age. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 398095 £ 
ANNETTE 58, 5ft 1 ins, cuddly, 
affectionate, likes animals, seeks 
kind, gentleman to share life with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394923 £ 


LOUISE loving, caring, thoughtful 
lady, likes photography, 
countryside, animals, seeks 
mature, N/S, genuine, caring, N/S 
gent with car to settle down with. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
397239 £ 


LYN 59, slim, fair, looking for 
someone to share life with. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 397347 £ 
VALERIE looking for genuine 
male for nights out and romance. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387173 £ 


INTERESTING attractive, 

uncomplicated, intelligent lady, 
many interests, seeks honourable, 
kind gent, 68-75 for long-term 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 392211 
FOLKESTONE lady, 58, 5ft 1 ins, 
animal lover, cuddly, affectionate, 
GSOH, seeks male, 58-63 to 
enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395551 £ 

SUE 54, fairly slim, blue eyes, 
brown hair, seeks male, 45-55, 
N/S, likes football, sports, meals 
out etc., looking for lasting 
relationship and cuddles. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 392803 
WIDOW 70's, many interests, 
seeks gent who misses 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 396401 
SUE 53, slim, blue eyes, likes 
football, animals, seeks N/S male, 
45-55 for loving, lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386247 
FEMALE likes country walks, 
gardening, animals, seeks male 
for company, meals out and nights 
in. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:390147 

LYNETTE 60, South African, new 
to area, N/S, sociable, like the 
outdoors, looking for new friends. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
386387 £ 

BLACK female, 30, likes animals, 
swimming, music, singing, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
395941 £ 

LUCY kind caring, honest, fuller 
figured, blonde, blue eyes, 44, 
looking for older man, kind, caring 
and honest. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 395805 £ 
LORRAINE 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, 49, bubbly, looking for male 
with GSOH. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 386401 
WANNABEE stay at home home 
maker, educated, well built, loving, 
54, seeks sincere, loving gent, 58- 
68 for happy LTR. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 391328 £ 


PAT 67, 5ft 4ins, medium build, 
blonde hair, widow, likes dancing, 
seeks male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 390201 

KENTISH lady, 50, no longer 
wishes to make do or mend broken 
heart, seeks kind gent to form 
patchwork moments. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 392865 
63YR old female, loving, tactile, 
seeks genuine male, 60-65. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381863 £ 

HAZEL blonde, 62, pretty, cuddly, 
N/S, non-drinker, seeks genuine, 
attractive male, 55-65 for fun and 
friendship. Ramsgate. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 366319 
BLACK lady, 52, likes cinema, 
night’s in/out, seeking male, 49-55 
to share life with. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 390925 £ 



JO bubbly, fun, red hair, 
green eyes, 5ft 5ins, likes 
nights out, DVDs, seeks male. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
374337 £ 

SANDRA 63, likes cuddles, varied 
interests, WLTM male with GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
383497 

SUSIE from Kent, seeking tall 
honest guy for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

375883 fiS 


MARY likes most things, nights out, 
socialising, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 383847 


LONELY Folkestone lady, 57, 5ft 
1 ins, medium build, N/S, seeks 
caring, considerate male for walks 
by the sea and pubs. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371067 
LISA tall slim elegant black lady 
looking for gentleman for company, 
50-90yrs. Discretion assured. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
391394 £ 

BEVERLEY 33, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, seeks male, 40-45 for walks, 
karaoke and meals out. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 375217 £ 
47YR old female, 5ft 6ins, blonde 
hair, blue eyes, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 389413 £ 
49YR old lady, honest, sincere, 
easygoing, likes a laugh, looking for 
love. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:359059 


Men Seeking 



Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 

Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 
(T&C's below) 

TED 63, 5ft 7ins, average build, 
seeks female 55-75 for friendship, 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401913 £ 

5FT 7ins white male, 50, N/S, 
looking to settle down. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401897 £ 
AVERAGE male, 50's, large build, 
broadminded, OHAC, GSOH, 
naturist novice, smoker, seeks 
petite/medium build lady for 
relationship. Must be uninhibited, 
broadminded and mature. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401887 £ 
PETE 55, good looking, 6ft 2ins, 
own hair, seeking attractive female, 
45-60 for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 394294 £ 
GENUINE fun loving guy 55, 
medium build, blue eyes, seeks 
genuine lady, 45-57 for fun times, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401761 £ 

GRAHAM 52, N/S, likes days out, 
antique fairs, animals, seeks slim, 
attractive, N/S lady, 40-50 for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401727 

BUILDER 43, tall, good looking, 
kind, considerate, easygoing, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401595 
TALL 64yr old young at heart N/S 
male, widower, seeking female for 


friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401531 £ 
TONY retired, GSOH, likes indoor 
life, dvds, seeking N/S lady, 65 
plus, likes countryside for 
friendship. West Sussex area. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401481 

BARRY 49, 6ft, well built, 
easygoing, seeks female to 
wine/dine and have fun times with. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401401 £ 

THANET male, smart, young, mid 
60's, caring, 5ft 5ins, dark hair, likes 
travel, countryside, seeks slim, 
attractive, local soul mate. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 401399 
CHRIS 51, looking for young 
female, 25-42, white, slim, N/S for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401395 

HANDCUFFS and whips. Male 49, 
seeks younger, slim-medium build 
female for fun times. Chatham. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401365 £ 

PROFESSIONAL male, early 40's, 
OHAC, likes most things, seeks 
warm, sincere, fun loving female for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:401361 £ 

GENT 49, romantic, caring, 
reliable, fun, seeks nice lady friend 
with same attributes, who has also 
been badly let down. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401353 £ 

TIM own car/flat, seeks N/S lady 
60-70's for holidays, 
companionship etc. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401351 £ 
ALAN from Kent, looking for Miss 
Right to fall in love again. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401329 £ 


BUILDER 

43, tall, good- 
looking, GSOH, kind, 
considerate, easygoing, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401309 
SINGLE solvent 60yr old male, 
seeks female companion for 
days out and friendship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

401281 £ 

SEAMUS 5ft lOins, black hair, 
green eyes, average build, likes 
travel, weekends away, animal 
lover, varied interests, N/S, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401279 £ 

SLIM 67yr old male, fit, loving, 5ft 
7ins, blue eyes, independent, 
sociable, easygoing, enjoys 
usual, seeks honest lady to share 
it all with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401245 £ 

LOVING caring Ashford male, 
46, likes outdoors, country pubs, 
cosy nights in, seeks similar 
female for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401233 £ 

BLACK male, 50, 6ft, down to 
earth, easygoing, seeks female, 
38-55 for friendship/relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401135 

PAUL 52, businessman, own 
home, seeks female for LTR. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401127 

DENNIS 64, retired, solvent, 6ft 
4ins, 16st, widower, seeks 
friendly, attractive female for 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401095 £ 
STEVE 64, young at heart, ex¬ 
marine, likes meals out, seeking 
female with GSOH. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401063 £ 

MARGATE gent 70's, 
easygoing, tactile, seeking 
company of lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 400995 


DEREK 

52, black 
male, honest, 
trustworthy, 
loyal, hardworking, 
likes nights out, meals 
out, quiet pubs, seeking 
similar lady for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 393886 £ 
JAMIE tall slim fit 63 solvent 
generous retired seeks 
vivacious fun lady for no 
strings fun. Any age/status. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:400211 
DAVID 51 medium build short 
hair blue eyes widowed likes 
nights in/out walks with dog 
caring thoughtful 
honest genuine female 45-56 
for friendship maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
400099 £ 


BUILDER 43, tall, good- 
looking, GSOH, kind, 
considerate, easy going, 
seeks female. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 399935 

Gay 

Seeking 



PHIL 61, 5ft lOins, slim, GSOH, 
likes cooking, gardening, football, 
meals out, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 400519 
PROFESSIONAL male, early 
40's, fun loving, independent, 
OHAC, seeks warm, sincere, fun 
loving female for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

400403 £ 

51 YR old male, dark hair, 6ft, 
N/S, good looking, likes finer 
things in life, seeks lady for fun 
times and TLC. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 399867 £ 
PLEASANT single black male, 
slim, 41, good-natured, likes 
most things, seeks likeminded 
lady for possible relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399825 

SALVATORE 68, widow, looking 
for female to share life with. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399613 


IF YOU'RE LOOKING to 

connect and chat with other 
men look no further TXT: 
GAY601 to 65125 for 3 chat 
matches, fun and safe serv¬ 
ice. (T&C's below) 

Go online - www.localgay- 
date.co.uk 


THANET male, mid 60's, 
inexperienced, seeks male, 
any age for discreet fun. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
401915 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


Bl male, seeking easygoing bi 
male/CD, 18-55 for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 401891 £ 
MALE early 80's, fit, active, 
many interests, seeks similar 
male for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 401621 
ALAN gay guy, sensitive, likes 
music, art, seeks similar for 
friendship, holidays and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401569 
ANDREW bi male, 59, N/S, 
seeks male of any age up to 
75 for discreet fun. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
394228 £ 


0906 515 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 Friendship 


Contact members by TEXT! 

If an advert has a £ next to it then you can reply 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver¬ 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 

and send it to 66888* (£1.50 per message sent) 


(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

Take a look at our members! 

When you see a © symbol, this mean the 
member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
88833* to receive it straight to your mobile. 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 


STRAIGHT lady 47, N/S, new 
to Gravesend area, seeking 
friends, likes most things with 
varied interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 401285 


JACK mature male, Thanet 
area, seeks friends of either 
sex, any age for chats. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
399455 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard 
network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text 
alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum 
of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This serv¬ 
ice is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We reserve 
the right to contact individuals with occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 
1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 03 02 13 



Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings 
implied or guaranteed. Texts 
cost £1.50 per message Help 
Desk: 0844 445 7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND ARCHT followed by 
the box number of the per¬ 
son you wish to chat to and 
send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

NATALIA, naughty but 
nice! Chat to me about any¬ 
thing you wish. Text 
ARCHT 205507 to 66888 

JULIET, just left Boarding 
School, mature 18yrs seek¬ 
ing fun chat with guys. Text 
ARCHT 206486 to 66888 

SINGLE mum, bored at 
home, why not chat to me. 

Text ARCHT 205529 to 
66888 

JANET, Glamorous 

grannie, v young looking, 58 
yrs, would love to chat to 
you. Text ARCHT 205904 
to 66888 

CALLING all men, Jasmine 
is at home with the phone in 
her hand, awaiting your 
calls, she is 28yrs and is 
vibrant, attractive and fun 
loving. Text ARCHT 205667 
to 66888 

JESSICA is a blonde bomb¬ 
shell, just waiting to chat to 
you. Text ARCHT 206365 
to 66888 

PAULA is a petite black lady 
with a generous smile and 
luscious dark hair. Give her 
a call today. Text ARCHT 
206418 to 66888 

TONI, stuck at home with 
nothing to do, pick up the 
phone send her a text. Text 
ARCHT 205597 to 66888 

STRONG minded lady, 
seeks easygoing, gentle 
type man to boss around! 
Why not text me. Text 
ARCHT 205735 to 66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings 
implied or guaranteed. Texts 
cost £1.50 per message Help 
Desk: 0844 445 7707 

LADIES TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND ARCHT followed by 
the box number of the per¬ 
son you wish to chat to and 
send to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

SINGLE Dad, sincere and 
caring hopes that a nice sin¬ 
gle mum wants to chat with 
him, send texts etc. Text 
ARCHT 206399 to 66888 

ROGER is a solvent, busi¬ 
ness gent, very rich and 
generous, would love to 
romance a special lady of 
any age. Text ARCHT 
205556 to 66888 

JON, Genuine caring man, 
give him a call and a have a 
chat. All texts will be 
returned. Text ARCHT 
206193 to 66888 
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To read this and other property , ^ - ...or smartphone users 

stories visit our property bLog @ hOrnGSKT.CO.UK can scan this QR code 


Developer set to 
build on success 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

THE managing director of 
housebuilder Persimmon says 
that 2013 looks like being an¬ 
other good year in Kent. 

Darren Jones spoke as Per¬ 
simmon announced a trading 
update ahead of its final results 
for 2012, which will be relea¬ 
sed on Monday, February 25. 

“As a group, we have in¬ 
creased the volume of new 
homes legally completed by 
6 per cent, our average selling 
price has also gone up by 6 per 
cent and our revenues have 
increased by some 12 per cent, ” 
he said. 

“Following our acquisition 
of Hillreed Homes last year, 
which substantially increased 
the number of locations 
where we operate, this year 
has started strongly for us 
in the South East, with a 
number of developments on¬ 
going throughout Kent and 
new ones opening in Dartford, 
Sevenoaks, Westgate-on-Sea 
and Chatham. 


“The response from prospec¬ 
tive purchasers is also extreme¬ 
ly positive and we’re confident 
that Government schemes 
including NewBuy and First- 
Buy will continue to support 
our sales even further.” 

Persimmon, together with 
sister companies Charles 
Church, Westbury Partner¬ 
ships and Hillreed Homes, le¬ 
gally completed 9,903 homes 
last year (9,360 in 2011). 

The average selling price was 
£173,400 (2011: £163,999), 
and revenues for the period 
totalled £1.72 billion (2011: 
£1.54 bn). 

Nationally, Persimmon has 
recently secured an additional 
allocation of 3,000 new homes 
as part of the Government’s 
FirstBuy funding, which Mr 
Jones says will lead to further 
opportunities for first-time buy¬ 
ers in the region. 

He said: “As we look forward 
to the busy spring selling sea¬ 
son, we’re sure schemes like 
FirstBuy will offer many people 
that first vital step on to the 
housing ladder. ” 




It’s an admiral’s 
life in this home 

IMAGINE waking up to view one of 
Brtiain’s most historic areas of interest. 

Or perhaps eating breakfast to the sound 
of Russell Crowe and Hugh Jackman 
crossing swords on a Hollywood film set. 

Well, the dream could become a reality 
as the Admiral’s Cottage in Chatham’s 
Historic Dockyard is on sale for £850,000. 

The detached Grade ll-listed home has 
been carefully refurbished by the current 
owners after purchasing the property 
from the dockyard. 

The cottage is a unique place to live, 
with 24-hour security at the dockyard gate 
house and a view of the Medway. 

The Admiral’s Cottage was built in 1830 
for the then newly-appointed dockyard 
chief engineer. Since the house has been 
the official residence of many visiting 
admirals whose fleets were docked at 
Chatham while being repaired. 

In 1984 the Royal Navy ended its 400- 
year association with the Medway and the 
dockyard at Chatham and the area is now 
maintained by Chatham Historic Dockyard 
Trust. The charity oversees the 
preservation of both the residential and 
commercial buildings on the site. 

Whoever buys the Admiral’s Cottage 
will be in good company as the Georgian 
yard contains 100 Listed buildings, of 
which 47 are classed as Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments. 


[Skier 


Blue Quarter 

Hart Street, Maidstone ME16 8RE 

l*ga 1 


Luxury riverside living now from just £115,996 with FirstBuy* 

Where else can you live in an exclusive gated development with stunning river views close to Maidstone town centre for under £116,000? 

• These 2 bedroom apartments enjoy their own private entrance 

• Select apartments feature integrated appliances, flooring, en-suite bathrooms, balconies and parking 

• Just a short walk to Maidstone West station (approx 1 hour 15 minutes to London Victoria^ 


With FirstBuy all you need 


is a 5% deposit! 


Connells OpendailyJOam -5 pm 

0800 883 8362 


HomeBuy kierhomes.co.uk 


*Based on the following purchase price of £144,995. With the FirstBuy scheme you can purchase your new home for just 80% of the full purchase price. A minimum of 5% deposit is required of the full value of the property. The outstanding balance is financed through an ‘equity loan’ 
funded by Kier Homes & the HCA, which is interest free for the first 5 years. The outstanding balance is paid back as a percentage of the Open Market Value after 25 years or subsequent re-sale, whichever occurs earliest. FirstBuy is available on selected properties only. Subject to 
status. Terms & conditions apply, please refer to your Sales Advisor for more details. Price correct at time of press. Photography of Blue Quarter. tNationalrail.co.uk. 
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NEW YEAR, NEW START, NEW HOME IN THE 

OflBDf n Of i nomnD 


What is shared ownership? 

Also known as ‘part buy/part rent’, this government funded initiative 
helps first time buyers purchase a share in a brand new home. A 
subsidised rent is payable on the remaining share. At a later stage, 
if you wish, you can purchase more shares in your home until you 
own it outright. The scheme helps first time buyers get a foot on the 
property ladder and work your way up to 100% ownership. 


Darland View 

Chatham (mes zfe) 


The Chase 

Longfield (DA3 zph) 


Kingsferry Place 

Iwade (ME9 sfw) 


Christian Fields 

Gravesend (dm2 idu) 


FROM £45,000 25% share 


FROM £46,500 30% share from £45,000 30% share 


FROM £25,000 25% share 



A selection of 
two and three 
bedroom houses 
available. For more 
information please 
call Vikki on 
0845 359 6493. 



A selection of two, 
three and four 
bedroom houses 
available. For more 
information please 
call Katie on 
0845 359 6836. 


One and two 
bedroom bedroom 
apartments 
ava ' |a,3ie ’ s ° me 
IT S • with private 

■ gardens. For more 
I information please 
I call Paula on 

UflEEiSBB 0845 359 6387. 





Download 
homes24's 
iPhone & Android 
apps for FREE 


We have over 
17,000 homes for 
sale across Kent for 
you to choose from. 


LOOK LOCAL FIRST WITH 


homesdtco.uk 

your local property portal 


‘Source: homes24.co.uk database May 2012 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise (*%) Email us at classified@kosmedia.co.uk 


Telephone us on 01303 817150 (ra) Fax us on 01303 817001 


AERIAL SERVICES 


LOCAL AERIAL MM 
FOR MID KENT 


COMPUTER SERVICES 


LOFT SERVICES 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


. Digital Freeview TV 
r ^ er ' a ^ Installations 
^ FreesatSatellite 

'wifllil Installations 

Satellite & TV Aerial 
1 ^ Maintenance 

Extra points for TVs 
& Satellite Systems 
Tuning service available 

07860645643 

All Work Guaranteed With 

A Personal Service. _ 

Call Anytime For All Your [ | 

Aerial And Satellite Needs 

ESTABLISHED 1972 


BUILDING SERVIES 


A COMPUTER PROBLEM? 

PC Repairs, Upgrades, Virus Spyware Removals 
Latop Screens, Crashes, Web Design, Development 
Wireless Networking, Broadband Problems 
Systems problems, Installations 

Fixed Onsite by 
Microsoft Certified Engineers 

NO FIX - NO FEE 

Immediate Call out 

@07984 795 327 


K.O. 


DOMESTIC REPAIRS 

• Washing Machines 

• Tumble Dryers 

• Fridge Freeze rs _ 

• Dishwasher^^®^ 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
7am-8pm 7 days 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PARTS/LABOUR 

07958 065395 



01634 309158 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 




First Rate Service, Quality Products H [\/[f%|* I 

"FENCING yoljr specifications ^ I Part P Registered 


9 


An independent builder's merchant 
providing a wide range of materials 
and services including bag 
materials, paving, timber, 
decking and much more. 

B&K MASTERS & SON 
01795 842242 Over 60 yrs experience 

Woodgate Lane, Danaway, Nr. Borden, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME9 7QB Just off M2&A249 


BUILDING SERVICES 


ALL WORKS 

❖ all types of groundwork carried out 

❖ tarmac drives red/black 

❖ block paving ❖ patios 

❖ dropped kerbs 
❖ concrete drive paths 

❖ fencing, turfing & 
tree stump removal 

❖ footings excavated 

❖ brickwork undertaken 
❖ mini digger (gardens levelled) 

Please ring free for 
no obligation estimate 

Competitive Prices & OAP discounts 


Part P Registered 
From extra sockets to rewire 
Free estimates and advice 
No job too small 
25 years experience 
24 hour call-out 

Tel: 01634 684729 
Mob: 07917 366194 


www.mercerelectrical.co.uk 


GENERAL 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered 1 

I 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 





KCC registered 


T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 


HANDYMAN 


Av*e Lo Ca/ J&S 

Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 J 



HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 


Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01795 522733 or 
01474 730037 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 


Real Hardwood Logs 

6 Nets £15.99 (min. 10 logs per net) 

Smokless Coal (Brazier) 

All uses 20kg 4 bags £35 

House Coal 

20kg 4 Bags £30 

Kindling Wood 

4 Bags £12.99 

Free delivery min. £30 spend 

01634 718286 | 07867533489 

email darranbromley@live.co.uk 


WANTED FOR 



£ ALL CARS, VANS TRUCKS & IX IS £ 
fHITH OR WITHOUT MOT. ANY AGE£ 
p OR CONDITION CONSIDERED, p 
% SAME DAY COLLECTION SERVICE. ~ 


£ 

£ 

p 


A KCC registered company 


07802 807877 


£ 

|£ 

If 


PLANNING SERVICES 


NIGEL SANDS 

- Planning & Building Regulations sought 

- New Homes - Residential Extensions 

- Loft Conversions - FREE initial Consultation 

Contact 

01795 426950 


TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



* Service and installation 

* Replacement and repair 

► Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

► Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 *07912 940875 


REMOVALS 





jMfL 

IjMe 


ylr_ 

No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



ROOFINGS 


Danny Clarke 
The Flat Roofing 
Specialist 

• Free Estimates and advice 
» All Guttering and Fascia Work undertaken 

• Special Offer ~ 
GARAGE ROOFS only £500! 

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS 

01634 680103 / 
07608 776469 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATIORIS 



MANUFACTURERS & 
INSTALLERS OF 

WINDOWS DOORS CONSERVATORIES 
PORCHES ORANGERIES 

• COMPOSITE & FOLDING DOORS 
VELUX & VERTICAL SLIDING SASH WINDOWS 

• FASCIA, SOFFIT & GUTTERING 

REPLACEMENT 

• CONSERVATORY ROOF REPLACEMENT 

• ALL IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS 

• REPAIR & LOCKSMITH SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FACTORY VISIT WELCOME! 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 

PAYMENT ON COMPLETE SATISFACTION 


Proud members of 

Checka 


Registered Company 

For a FREE quotation please call: 

01795 661616 
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First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 


■ Mazda helps Alfa 
with Spyder refit 

■ New Fiesta speeds 
ahead with lower price 

■ Mercedes C-Class 
tops the leasing tables 



Seat's latest 
challenge to 
the market 
could see 
sales soar 


Drivin g 


carsforkent.co.uk 


Panda 4x4 also goes Trekking 



UTILITY: 

Marketed 
for both 
the city and 
off-roading, 
the Panda 
Trekking 
offers more 
versatility 
than the 
brand's 
previous 
4x4s, while 
retaining a 
number of 
precious 
appealing 
factors 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

SOME 30 years ago, Fiat unveiled a 4x4 version 
of its Panda budget car that nobody even 
realised there was a need for. 

Far from being a gimmick, Fiat had engaged 
the renowned experience of Austria’s Steyr- 
Puch to create a serious all-wheel-drive 
powertrain. It was soon being tested in 
endurance rallies, as well as being driven 
to the Mount Everest base camp. 

The tiny affordable go-anywhere car 
attracted a legion of fans, who recognised that 
what it lacked in brute force it more than made 
up for with a lightness enabling it to skip over 
terrain troubling much bigger machines. 

When Fiat belatedly created a second- 
generation Panda in 2003 - the old car had 
been phased out in the mid-1990s - it was 
natural the 4x4 should be revived and have a 
market niche to itself, especially as the five-door 
body offered even more workhorse potential. 

The same formula has been repeated now 
with the third-generation car, which is even 
more versatile. 

But there’s a new twist: apart from the 4x4 
model itself, Fiat is also launching a front- 
wheel-drive-only Trekking version, recognising 
that many buyers want the ‘funky chunky’ off¬ 
road look yet don’t want to pay extra for it. 

With questionable marketing zeal, though, 
the brand is claiming the Panda Trekking as the 
world’s first CUV or City Utility Vehicle -1 hope 
the phrase doesn’t catch on. 

CUV or not, the Trekking has the Panda 4x4’s 
short overhangs, plus raised ride height and 
ground clearance, but combines front-wheel- 
drive with a sophisticated traction-control 
system to combat slippery surfaces. 

Apart from that, it mirrors its 4x4 sister, 
offering a choice between Fiat’s award-winning 
8 75cc Twin Air Turbo petrol or 1.3-litre 
Multijet 2 turbodiesel, both equipped with stop- 
go and gearshift indicator fuel-saving features 
and quoted with an official combined mpg of 
about 60. Back seats can be organised in 
various permutations, while 15 storage 
compartments beats the regular Panda by one. 

For this end of the market, the 4x4 has a 
remarkably sophisticated permanent all-wheel- 
drive system that apportions power between the 
front and rear axles depending on the amount 
of grip available - no driver input is needed. 

Most of the time, though, 98 per cent of the 
engine power is via the front wheels, meaning 
the car behaves much like a front-wheel-drive. 

Fiat says it has also gone to great lengths to 
ensure both chunky Pandas remain 
comfortable and capable on-road, using an 
improved and lighter rear suspension compared 
with the previous version. 

Cosmetics include special bumpers, side-skirts 
and wheel-arch mouldings, door handles and 
mirror fairings specific to these two Panda 
models, black longitudinal roof-bars and 
protective side-strips, plus 15-inch alloys. 


J J DON’T LIKE . J.J 

... the CUV or City Utility Vehicle marketing 
speak for the Trekking. I sincerely hope other 
carmakers don't pick it up and run with it. 


J J NOT SURE .J.J 

... this latest chunky Panda has quite the 
visual appeal of the previous 4x4 model, but 
the Trekking is an interesting new sales spin. 


J J REALLY LIKE .J.J 

... the fact that, for those who need it, decent 
off-road ability as well as on-road comfort is 
actually cheap to buy and afford day-to-day. 



Price: 

from £12,450 

Driving appeal: 

not yet driven 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Mini Countryman 
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Demonstrator Price 

Demolition 


SAVE UP TO £11734 AGAINST NEW PRICES 



NEW 
£20185 
x demo 

14495 


2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 
VXR 1.6 3dr 




NEW 
£14560 
Ex demo 

£9995 


2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 
Exclusiv CDTi 1.3 5dr 



NEW 
£23250 
Ex demo 

£13336 


2011 61 Reg Vauxhall Astra 
SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr 




NEW 
£18060 
Ex demo 

£10495 


Astra Excite 1.4 5dr 




NEW 
£12650 
x demo 

£7995 


2011 61 Reg Vauxhall Agila 
SE 1.2 5dr 




v NEW 
£25070 
x demo 

£13336 


2011 61 Reg Vauxhall Insignia 
SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr 




2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Meriva 
Active 1.4 5dr 


NEW 
£17890 
Ex demo 

£9995 


SAVE 

£7895 

against new 



2011 61 Reg Vauxhall Vivaro 
SWB Sportive CDTi 2.0 5dr 


NEW 

£ 20698 ™ 
Ex demo 
£ 12995 ™ 


SAVE 

£7703 

against new 



2012 12 Reg Vauxhall Combo 
Sportive 1.3 5dr 


OUR QUALITY USED CAR SECTION 


Corsa Selection 


Only 


10 10 Corsa Sxi A/C 1.2 3dr, Metro Blue. 

10 60 CORSA ENERGY 1.2 3dr, Flame Red. 

1111 CORSA EXCITE 1.2 3dr, Pepper Dust. 

11 61 CORSA EXCITE 1.2 3dr, Lime Green. 

1161 CORSA S 1.0 3dr, Chilli Orange. 

1161 CORSA S 1.0 3dr, Glacier White. 

12 12 CORSA ACTIVE 1.2 5dr, Sovereign Silver. 

12 12 CORSA VXR 1.6 3dr, Arden Blue. 

12 12 CORSA EXCLUSIV CDTi 1.3 5dr, Flame Red.. 

12 61 CORSA S 1.0 3dr, Flame Red. 

Astra Selection 


....£7,815 
....£7,125 
.. £8,695 
.. £8,495 
....£7,995 
....£7,995 
....£9,495 
..£14,495 
....£9,995 
....£7,995 
Only 


11 61 NEW ASTRA ACTIVE 1.6 5dr, Technical Grey. 

11 61 NEW ASTRA EXCITE 1.4 5dr, Silver Lake. 

11 61 ASTRA SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr, Silver Lake. 

11 61 ASTRA GTC TBO 1.6 3dr, White. 

12 61 NEW ASTRA ACTIVE 1.6 5dr, Technical Grey. 

Agila Selection 


..£10,995 

..£10,495 

..£12,495 

..£15,365 

..£10,995 

Only 


DUE SOON 


NEW 

£ 15978 - 
Ex demo 
£ 10695 ™ 


SAVE 

£5283 

against new 


Only 


06 56 ASTRA ACTIVE 1.6 5dr, Star Silver. 

08 08 ASTRA SXi 1.6 5dr, Silver Lightening. 

08 58 ASTRA SXi 1.6 5dr, Black Sapphire. 

08 08 ASTRA BREEZE SPORT HATCH 1.4 3dr, Black Sapphire .. 

09 59 ASTRA LIFE E/T 1.6 5dr, Star Silver. 

10 10 ASTRA SE AUTO 1.6 5dr, Silver. 


..£5,056 

..£5,976 

..£5,576 

..£6,495 

..£5,795 

..£9,995 


1161 AGILA SE 1.2 5dr, Steel Silver. 

10 60 AGILA SE AUTOMATIC 1.2 5dr, White. 

.£7,995 

.£8,995 

Insignia Selection 

Only 

11 61 INSIGNIA SRi CDTi 2.0 5dr, Carbon Flash. 

.£13,336 

Meriva Selection 

Only 

07 57 MERIVA ENERGY 1.4 5dr, Silver. 

09 09 MERIVA CLUB 1.6 5dr, Air Blue. 

.£4,695 

.£5,995 

12 12 MERIVA ACTIVE 1.4 5dr, Technical Grey. 

.£9,995 

Zafira Selection 

Only 


10 10 CORSA SRi 1.4 3dr, Silver Lake. 

10 10 ZAFIRA ACTIVE 1.8 5dr, Waterworld. 

10 60 ZAFIRA ENERGY 1.6 5dr, Black Sapphire. 

09 59 MERIVA CLUB 1.4 5dr, Black Sapphire. 

07 07 ASTRA SRi X PACK 1.8 5dr, Black Sapphire.. 

09 09 ASTRA ACTIVE 1.4 5dr, Black Sapphire. 

10 60 ASTRA SE TBO 1.6 5dr, Star Silver. 

09 59 INSIGNIA SRiTBO 2.0 4dr, Black Sapphire.... 

COMMERCIALS 


....£8,275 

....£9,995 

....£8,995 

....£5,995 

....£5,495 

....£5,995 

£10,495 

....£9,995 

+VAT 


09 09 ZAFIRA BREEZE+ 1.8 5dr, Metro Blue.£8,495 


12 12 COMBO SPORTIVE 1.3 5dr, Black Sapphire.£10,695 

12 12 ASTRAVAN CDTi SPORTIVE 1.7 D 3dr, Star Silver.£10,995 

12 12 MOVANO L3 H2 CDTi 2.3 5dr, White.£17,995 

11 61 VIVARO SWB SPORTIVE CDTi 2.0 5dr, Star Silver.£12,995 

12 12 VIVARO SPORTIVE LWB 2.0 5dr, Star Silver.£13,995 


Call us NOW for full stock list! 


*Terms and conditions apply. 



London Road Bapchild. 
Sittmgbourne. Kent ME9 9AQ 

Tel: 01795 476 222 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 




VAUXHALL 


Scan with your 
Smartphone to view 
all our used car stock 
with pictures and full 
specifications. 
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Load-Lugging Chevy Cruzes 
ahead with a tempting price 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

MOTORING history anoraks will pinpoint 2009 
as the year Chevrolet got serious in the UK. 

Until then, parent group General Motors 
(GM) had tinkered with models left over from its 
2005 takeover of former Korean brand Daewoo 
in 2005. 

But 2009 introduced the striking-looking all- 
new Ford Focus-size Cruze, even if GM group 
strategists made sure it didn’t upstage the all- 
new Astra from sister brand Vauxhall arriving 
later the same year. 

So the Cruze didn’t get the Astra’s driver¬ 
pleasing chassis set-up or the UK’s preferred 
hatchback format; it arrived as a saloon, albeit a 
sharply-styled one wearing Chevy’s new two- 
part grille and given added glamour by a 
decision to enter it into the British Touring 
Car Championship. 

Since then the Cruze has gained a more practi¬ 
cal hatchback option and, last year, a Station 
Wagon (estate) model, which is tested here - it is 
one of the best load-luggers in its class and cer¬ 
tainly one of the most affordable. 

Let’s get the bad news out of the way first, 
though: the 112bhp 1.6-litre petrol-engine wag¬ 
on we are reviewing might tempt you over the 
dealer’s threshold with its £15,3 75 lead-in price 
and many buyers may be happy with it on the 
saloon and hatch versions. 

However, it will not deliver much performance 
if you intend fully using the wagon’s five seats 
and 500/1,478 litres’ load space (rear seats up/ 
rear seats down). The five-speed gearbox also 
suggests that it needs another gear when motor¬ 
way cruising. 

The 128bhp 1.7-litre diesel with six-speed 
change is the better bet - as shown by our road 
tests in the other two Cruze variants - even if 
the starting price is much higher at £16,775. 
It has the pulling power that you need low down 
the rev range. 



GOOD ALL- 
ROUNDER: 

Chevy's Cruze 
wagon may 
not compete 
with other GM 
offerings but 
its space and 
value make it 
a vehicle 
that's worthy 
of your 
consideration 


Take the petrol car out of the equation, 
though, and the Cruze wagon looks like a good 
all-round buy, with lots of equipment across all 
trim levels and Chevy’s five-year/100,000-mile 
warranty thrown in, too. 

The interior is stylish and smart even if Chevy’s 
value-brand pitch is rather obvious versus sister 
brand Vauxhall - some of the materials, notably 
the alloy-effect trim, look a bit cheap. 

It is also practical inside with lots of useful 
stowage and decent head and legroom for 
the class, although front passengers get the 
better deal - the rear seats felt a little upright for 
long journeys. 

The boot is also what you want if you aim to 
use the load-carrying capability a lot: the width 
is good and load-lip low, with handy bins either 
side of the load floor; lift that floor up and you 
can also stash small items in useful compart¬ 
ments below. 


On the road, the Cruze comes across as simply 
competent. As you will have gathered earlier 
from its comparison with the latest Astra, it can¬ 
not compete dynamically with stars of the sector 
such as the VW Golf, Focus and even the latest 
versions of those Korean twins, the Kia Ceed and 
Hyundai i30 - coincidentally, Chevrolet also 
builds the Cruze in Korea. 

Ride comfort is fine, but the wagon naturally 
feels a little heavier on the corners than its sister 
variants, though the light steering is more of a 
boon on this version; it doesn’t deliver much feel 
for keen drivers but can be useful if you happen 
to be making the most of the load capacity. 

However, look at the wagon’s price and 
spec list - air-con is standard - and you will 
realise that this is a no-nonsense old-style 
practical estate that cuts a dash with its 
Americana look and heritage, even if that does 
come via Korea. 


First GEAR 


MOTORING NEWS 



MX-5 spawns 
next Spyder 

MAZDA and Fiat have agreed 
that the former's next- 
generation MX-5 open-top 
sports car will underpin a 
spin-off produced for the 
Italian car giant's Alfa Romeo 
sporting brand. 

Both cars will share the 
same classic front-engine/rear- 
wheel-drive layout, but the 
Alfa will have its own styling 
and powertrain, upholding a 
great tradition of open-top 
roadsters by the Italian brand. 



Fast Fiesta set 
to undercut 


FORD has produced a new hot- 
hatch Fiesta ST supermini, due 
in March and priced from 
£16,995 - undercutting rivals 
by up to £2,000, says the UK 
market leader. 

A turbocharged 1.6-litre 
Ford EcoBoost petrol engine 
delivers 182PS (179bhp) and 
the Fiesta ST will sell 
exclusively as a three-door, 
featuring customised 
suspension and tuned steering 
to aid its sporty dynamics. 



Merc C-Class 
tops leasing 

BMW'S 3 Series may be the 
biggest-selling compact 
executive/family car in the UK, 
but the Mercedes-Benz C-Class 
is the most sought-after contract 
hire car with business and 
personal-lease customers, says 
ContractFlireAndLeasing.com. 

Other star lease-targets 
were the Range Rover Evoque, 
Mercedes-Benz E-Class and, 
of course, the 3 Series. 
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2013 Fiat PANDA POP now from £7500 with a 
£1400 Customer Saving (normal rrp £8900) 



and from £75 per month with Low Cost Fiat i-Deal 


FIAT PANDA POP with low-cost FIAT i-Deal 

On the road price from 

£8900 

Opt Final Payment (inc £285 fee) 

£3194 

Customer Saving 

£1400 

Tot Amount Payable by customer 

£8718 

Offer Price 

£7500 

Duration of Contract 

48 Mths 

Customer Deposit 

£1999 

Rate of interest Fixed 

5.64% 

Amount of Credit 

£5501 

APR 

7.2% 

Monthly Payment (47) 

£75 

Annual mileage 6000. Excess miles charge 6p 
per mile. 


J G Burgess & Company 



Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB Tel 01795 423815 


Opening times:0800 - 1800 Mon-Fri, 8.30 - 1600 Sat. closed sun & public holidays 


Terms and conditions apply. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offer may be varied 
at any time. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment subject to the 
vehicle being in good condition & not exceeding an agreed annual mileage (6000 in the above example). Offer subject to 
status. A guarantee or indemnity may be required. Fiat Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough SL1 0RW. We work with a 
number of creditors to provide credit to our customers including FGA Capital. Offer valid for registrations by 31/03/2013. 

www.burgessfiat.co.uk 


Trust CarsforKent.co.uk to 
help you find your next car. 



Trust is important to us which is why every car on Cars for 
Kent has had a free Experian™ history check to see if it has 
been stolen, scrapped, imported or written off in the past. 


For the best choice of local cars 

Carsfor Kent.co.u k 





>The_Kia_Picanto_City_for_ 
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>No surpri sfr U -e ttf nes hi <«5- recommended 



Good value. Drives well. 

Not our words but Arthur from Southwell. 

> Including £1.250 customer saving > The Kia Picanto is highly 

> 4.9% APR Representative* recommended by our customers. 

> 1 year's msurance for i9& see whet they say at kia co uk 
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Seat set for year-on-year sales sprint 



TOP-SELLERS: The Toledo, above, is the budget star, while the Mii, below, is now available in economical automatic format 


By Steve Loader 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

SPORTY Spanish marque Seat has 
just completed its most successful year 
on the UK market. 

Sales and market share (1.9 per 
cent) set brand records here and the 
VW-owned firm looks set to go even 
higher in 2013 with the arrival of its 
all-new third-generation Leon family 
hatchback in March, to be offered in 
three-door (SC) and estate (ST) for¬ 
mats this time, in addition to the 
familiar five-door. 

But you wouldn’t know the current 
model was heading for retirement 
after hearing that 2012 was the sec¬ 
ond best year ever for Leon UK sales. 

Volumes have also been boosted by 
creation of Seat’s widest-ever range of 
cars, following last year’s arrival of 
the Mii city car and the Toledo budget 
family model (from £12,495), the lat¬ 
ter slotting in below the next Leon. 

The Toledo’s appeal is not simply 
price-led; it might look like a saloon, 
but a hatchback opening to the boot 
boosts practicality and it is also avail¬ 
able in SEAT’s impressive high- 
economy/low-emission Ecomotive 
form (from £16,640). 

Talking of economy, the Mii three- 
and five-door is now available with an 
automatic gearbox (from £10,390) 
capable of even better fuel economy - 



official combined 62.8mpg - than its 
manual equivalent, creating a highly 
desirable urban runabout while re¬ 


taining the option to select gears 
manually and enjoy the Mii’s driver¬ 
pleasing chassis. 

For those at the other end of the 
buying spectrum, needing maximum 
people capacity, Seat has launched 
value-added Copa special editions of 
its Altea MPV and its stretched XL 
sister, starting at £16,42 5 and adding 
up to £1,500 of extra equipment. 

The racy-looking Altea is a rare 
beast - a sporty MPV - but it also has 
a big brother in the Alhambra, which 


has just landed the prestigious What 
Car? Best MPV award for the third 
year running, with judges lauding it 
as a “fantastic all-round package”. 

Other Seat deals include Toca edi¬ 
tions of the Mii and Seat’s best-seller, 
the sharply-styled Ibiza supermini. 

Toca is Spanish for touch, so these 
versions get a touch-screen sat-nav 
and driver interface, but they also 
gain additional goodies, with prices 
from £9,845 for the Mii Toca and 
£12,700 for the Ibiza Toca. 



SPAIN'S carmaking history 
had been sketchy up to 1950, 
when that nation's government 
set up SEAT - an acronym for 
Spanish Touring Car Company 
in English. 

It began as a partnership with 
Fiat, essentially producing re- 
badged versions of the Italian 
marque's cars. When the 
relationship soured in the 
1980s, SEAT briefly went 
independent, collaborating with 
Porsche to create powertrains 
that for a time bore the label 
System Porsche. 

But Germany’s VW - hunting 
locations to make cheap small 
cars - was soon stalking the 
vulnerable Spanish firm and 
began buying chunks of shares, 
gaining a controlling interest in 
1986 and full control in 1990. 

Unlike the Fiat days, though, 
modern SEATs have tended to 
be stand-alone designs, even if 
powertrains and some detailing 
come from across the VW group. 



THE NEW FIAT PANDA 4x4, 

TOP GEAR MAGAZINE AWARDS’ 
S.U.V OF THE YEAR 

Blue&Me™ Multimedia System • 4 Wheel Drive with ‘Mud 
and Snow’ tyres • 15" Alloy Wheels • Air-Conditioning 
• ESP with Hill Holder • Start&Stop Available with TwinAir 
and MultiJet engines 


parvdo HkH 


Lipscomb. 

m+mm . mmm. t « #• 


PERFORMANCE HOUSE, FORSTAL ROAD, AYLESFORD, MAIDSTONE, 
KENT, ME20 7 X A . TEL: 08430 22421 7 W W W. LI P S C 0 M B . C 0 . U K 


Fiat, the car brand with the lowest average C0 2 emissions in Europe 1 . Fuel consumption figures for the Fiat Panda 4x4 range in mpg (1/100km): Urban 47.9 (5.9) - 56.5 (5.0); Extra 
Urban 61.4 (4.6) - 65.7 (4.3); Combined 57.6 (4.9) - 60.1 (4.7). CO 2 emissions 125-114 g/km. Source: JATO Dynamics. Based on volume-weighted average C0 2 emissions (g/km) of the best selling brands in 
Europe, 1st half year 2012. 
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Impressive 
Debuts 


PLUS THEY’RE 
FROM ONLY 



from Motorline Renault! 




Per week 


BD 


(EQUIVALENT) 

With 4 year Renault Business Lease 


New Renault Trafic 
SL27 dCi 90 Debut 

• CD/MP3/RDS Radio • 180° Opening Rear Doors (unglazed) 

• ABS with EBD • 5.02m 3 standard load volume 

• Max Payload (exc. driver) 1005kg • Steel Bulkhead 

152.96 

PER WEEK 

+VAT 

Sport model 
available for 

an extra WEEK(+VAT) 


Motorline 


KENT’S 

LARGEST 

RENAULT 

RETAILER 


Direct Aftersales Booking Service 08700 112218 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Canterbury Ashford Maidstone 

Broad Oak Road A28 Chart Road Bircholt Road, Parkwood 

0844 0844 0844 

822 7104 822 7097 822 7115 

Contact: Yigal Contact: Sandra Contact: Alex 


<5 

REM AULT 


Business users only. Finance rates quoted are weekly equivalents based on 4 year Business Lease agreements, non maintenance with a 10K per annum mileage restriction, excess mileage charged extra. Rates quoted exclude VAT. Payments must be made monthly. Typical example: Trafic SL27 dCi 90 Debut. Initial Payment (equiv. to 3 months rentals) 
E683.25+VAT followed by 47 monthly payments of E227.75+VAT (weekly equivalent £52.96). Final payment £3,537+VAT. Finance provided subject to age and status by Arval Ltd, Arval Centre Windmill Hill Swindon SN5 6PE. Guarantees/indemnities may be required. Applies to all new Renault vans ordered and registered by 31st March 2013. **4+ 
package is included as standard on eligible vehicles. The value of the package is based on £80 for 4th year Roadside Assistance cover and between £305 and £720 for 4th year warranty cover, depending on the Renault model. Figures for illustration purposes only. No cash alternative. Vehicles are covered by a warranty package for up to 48 months. 

The first 2 years are unlimited mileage, followed by a further 2 years up to 100,000 miles. Please see warranty terms and conditions (www.renault.co.uk/warranty) for further details. Renault Assistance Roadside Cover provided from month 0 to 36 includes assistance at the roadside and home, national recovery, onward travel and European cover. Cover 
from month 37 to 48 includes Roadside and Homestart (including a local tow to an authorised Renault dealer). Visit www.renault.co.uk/4plus. Offer cannot be used as a discount off the final invoice. Models shown for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede any previously advertised offers. 
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• Accounting and Finance 

• Entertainment 

• Maintenance 

• Sales 

• Admin, Secretarial, PA 

• Environment 

• Management and Business 

• Science and Pharmaceutical 

• Agriculture/Horticulture 

• Fashion, Hair, Beauty 

• Manufacture, Production 

• Shipping and Offshore 

• Architects, Surveyors 

• Health and Safety 

• Marketing and PR 

• Skilled Trades 

• Banking and Insurance 

• HM Forces and Defence 

• Mechanical/Engineering 

• Sports and Fitness 

• Call Centres 

• Hospitality and Catering 

• Media, Creative, Design 

• Transport and Delivery 

• Cleaning and Domestic 

• Human Resources 

• Medical and Carers 

• Travel and Tourism 

• Construction 

• IT, Telecoms 

• Public Sector 

• Veterinary/Animal Services 

• Customer Services 

• Law Enforcement/Security 

• Recruitment 

• Voluntary Work 

• Education and Teaching 

• Legal 

• Retail 

• Warehousing and Logistics 


/ -- \ 


Full Time Administrator 

This full-time position involves ensuring that 
administrative and organisational systems are 
maintained to support the educational provision 
provided by Amacsports based near Canterbury. 

The applicant will provide PA support to their Line 
Manager; deal with enquiries; assist with the 
preparation of program and course handbooks; 
relevant assessment paperwork etc; assist the team 
with administrative paperwork off-site on occasions; 
deal with student, supplier, staff and external agencies' 
enquiries. An excellent telephone manner is required 
along with good typing and Microsoft Office skills. 
Good record keeping is essential, using spreadsheets 
and databases. To be actively involved in individual 
cases and to have a good working knowledge of office 
work. An Enhanced CRB is required (carried out by 
Amacsports Ltd). 

To apply, submit a completed Application form and 
Equal Opportunity Monitoring form, available from 
www.amactraining.co.uk/about/recruitment 
Completed form only to be posted to:- 
Jeanette Saunders, Amac, 2 Denne Hill Business 
Centre, Womenswold, Canterbury, Kent CT4 6HD 

Salary: £13,000 - £17,000 (depending on experience) 
Start Date: ASAP 

Closing Date: 10th February 2013 


The Spencer Private Hospital is the 
independently owned and managed 22 bed 
private hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital 
site. The continuing growth of our business has 
resulted in a vacancy for the following staff: 

Hospital Porter/Handyman 

FULL TIME (37.5 hrs per week) 

Good Customer Service and basic DIY 
skills are essential. Travel to our other sites at 
Dover and Ashford may be required. 

To discuss these opportunities or to arrange an 
informal visit, please contact 
Mary Guarnieri, Matron on: 01843 234252 
For job description and application form 
please contact: 

Mandy Oliver 

East Kent Medical Services Ltd 
Spencer Private Hospital 
2nd Floor, 5 Bench Street 
Dover 
Kent 

CT16 1JH 

Telephone: 01304 245946 
Fax: 01304 207320 

E-mail: mandy.oliver@spencerhospitals.com 
The Spencer Private Hospital is an 
equal opportunity employer 
y ,. This positions is subject to a / ~ 
Criminal Records Bureau ** 
Disclosure check 


Sales_Executive 

Due to expansion we require an experienced Sales 
Executive at our busy Kia dealership. The successful 
candidate will have a proven track record selling new 
and used vehicles and finance packages. 

We're looking for a professional yet approachable 
individual who is able to work well in a team 
environment or on their own initiative when 
necessary. A clean driving licence is also essential. 


Suitably qualified individuals should email their CV 
to Andy Erridge at: andy.erridge@northgate-group.co.uk 
or post to the address below. 


(KIA) 


Canterbury Kia 


The Power to Surprise 


1 Westminster Rd, Vauxhall Ind Est, Canterbury CT1 1YY !§ 


o 


FORT PITT GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
Fort Pitt Hill, Chatham, 

Kent ME4 6TJ 

Tel: 01634 842359 Fax: 01634 817386 


e-mail: office@fortpitt.medway.sch.uk 
Headteacher 

Mrs Carol A Winn, B.Ed (Hons) MA, NPQH 


Teacher of Physical Education 
(Main Scale) required from 15th April, 2013 
(to cover maternity leave in the first instance) 

We require an enthusiastic teacher to teach PE in this 
outstanding girls' grammar school, with a particular 
specialism for A- level teaching. The successful 
candidate will be an outstanding practitioner with the 
ability to inspire, enthuse and engage learners, and 
they will be required to teach PE across Years 7-13. 

A commitment towards extra curricular activities is 
essential. 

The Physical Education department has an excellent 
reputation both within the school and local area and is 
extremely proud of its students and their achievements. 
The dedicated and committed department believes 
strongly in developing healthy, active lifestyles in the 
school community, whilst supporting students as they 
excel in a variety of activities. 

Applications from experienced and newly qualified 
colleagues are welcome. Full support and a tailored 
C.P.D. 'package 1 are available. Application forms and 
further details may be found in the 'Vacancies' 
section of the Fort Pitt website 
( www.fortDitt.medwav.sch.uk ). 

Interested candidates are encouraged to visit the 
school or speak to our Head of Department about 
this important post. 

Closing date for applications: 3.00p.m. on Friday, 
15th February. Interviews will take place during 
week beginning 4th March, 2013. 

Fort Pitt Grammar School, part of the Fort Pitt 
Academy Trust, is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young people 
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 

a i— JL.& 



Vacancies open for Customer Service 
Sales / Marketing / Account Manager 

50 Positions Needed | Full Time/Part Time Staff Needed 

Looking for males and females aged 18-50 for Entry Level 
Customer Service/Sales/Marketing/Account Manager Positions 
50 Positions Needed 
*No Experience Needed* 

Cooperate Training Provided 
Rapid Advancement 
Responsibilities include: 

• Customer Service • Marketing • Product Knowledge 
EMAIL TODAY FOR AN INTERVIEW 
EMAIL: fulltime12332@gmail.com 


BLACK TIE FOODS 

are looking for 

TVainee SALES PEOPLE 

in the Kent and Sussex area. 


If you are looking for 
excellent rates of pay, 
a company vehicle and 
good prospects with full 
training provided 
call us now on 


0800 848 8507 



Local job 

search 

Local job 

found 


jobs24.co.uk 

J ONLINE • IN-PAPER • ON MOBILE 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT TO CORPORATE 
MANAGEMENT TEAM AND MEMBERS 

(2 POSTS) 


Salary: £18,174 - £22,020 per annum (Grade D) 
(Subject to job evaluation) 

Hours: 37 hours per week 

Shepway District Council serves a population of 108,000 and covers a 
district of 140 square miles. 

The council works to four key objectives: 

- Improving the appearance of our district 

- Serving customers and the community 

- Creating places where people want to live, work and visit 

- Performing effectively 

As part of achieving these objectives you will provide a high level of 
administrative and secretarial support to the Corporate Management Team 
and Members and will contribute to the overall work function of the newly 
formed Business Support team. The post holder will also act as the first 
point of contact for the Corporate Management team and Members, 
planning and scheduling work and arranging meetings and events. 

The ideal candidate will have an NVQ Level 3 in Business Administration 
or equivalent and recent and relevant experience of working as a PA for 
senior management or very similar role. Excellent organisation and time 
management skills are also essential to be successful in this role. 

The closing date for receipt of all completed application forms is 
12.00 noon on Tuesday 5th February 2013. 

Interviews will be held on Wednesday 13th February 2013. 

To apply, please download an application pack from our website 
www.shepway.gov.uk under 'Jobs and Careers' or email 
recruitment@shepway.gov.uk 
Please return your application form to 
recruitment@shepway.gov.uk or HR Services, 

Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle 
Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY. 


Folkestone 



< *f 


BE PART 

of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 



Advertise here 
Call 01303 
817056 

WWW. 

kentnews 

.co.uk 
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© DP WORLD 

London Gateway 

NEW ENGINEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Get ready for your biggest challenge 
Get ready to join a world class team 

Get ready for a global company to invest in you 

Get ready for London Gateway 




London Gateway Is the UK’s first 21 st Century m^or deep-sea container port and 
Europe’s kvgeet logistics perk Situated on the nor* bonk of the R*er Themes 
near Thurrock in Esseoc London Getaway wrtl provide urwallod shppng aooess 
for the world's loading busnesses to ai ntogratad rood, raft and sea network 

We are now roaruting tor a worti-cUss onpnaamg team to be part at a mofor 
and oomptoc infrastructure prqect tVi are 100% committed to the devatoprrent 
of a strong team that wil provide outsiondng oustomer service, efficiently and 
rNebkty in its operations We are looking for ambitious, hardworking people to 
ion a 30,000 a*ong global team. 

To learn more about Engineering opportunities at London 
Gateway please visit us on TUESDAY 5 th FEBRUARY from 
9 am to 8 pm at HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS, DARTFORD BRIDGE, 
UNIVERSITY WAY, DARTFORO, DAI 6ftA 


W? are cunentty recruiting for. 

• Electncai Techocian 

• Mechanical Technician 

• Stores onk*r 

• Ergneer M*r*enanoe Planner 

• Engneemg Teem Laxter 


• Automaton and Optimisation Engineer 

• Crane Manager 

• Document Controller 

• Maintenance Reliability end kilraMnxture 
Manager 


COMMITMENT - INNOVATION - GROWTH - RESPONSIBILITY 


Mwnwt 

TWtar •LOTdavGototf^UK Fiodwrtr L amdan Ctevy Jotm Q mm 

Hl|pr2^wwwiondDneat)^»y^omnibcMt-M^OQmmi#ehr-«nd-w ^ lcv"nsr)Uoarv<rV»opnwVit 



Primary Trained 
Teachers 


We are looking to appoint enthusiastic and 
ambitious primary trained teachers to work 
solely in Years 7 and 8 from September 2013 (or 
earlier if available). We offer an integrated 
curriculum delivered collaboratively in large 
open plan spaces. Rebuilt in 2010, St John's is a 
vibrant and progressive school offering 
outstanding facilities. 

Successful applications must be highly 
motivated practitioners with high expectations 
for all learners. 

You will be joining an enthusiastic and 
supportive team and you will have the 
opportunity to achieve significant career 
development as you prepare for further 
promotion. 

Successful NQT applicants will be paid from 
1st July 2013. 

If you would like to be part of this exciting 
opportunity and be part of an innovative and 
forward thinking team, more details, including 
job descriptions and application forms can be 
downloaded from our website: 
www.raaave.com. 

This post will be subject to safer recruitment 
procedures. 

Closing date: 15th February. 

0 Be— f f 11 


To advertise in this section 

B 01303 817056 


ICE CREAM RIGHTS 

Sites to be licensed for 2013 season 

28 March -1 October S 


Quotations are invited for the rights to sell ice cream 
from a van/mobile kiosk at one or more of these sites:- 

1. Next to the Royal Military Canal and the Flythe 
Cricket Club, Flythe, 

2. Farthing Common, Stone Street, Monks Horton, 

3. Coast Drive Car Park, Littlestone, 

4. New Lade Car Park, Lydd-on-sea. 

Quotations should be submitted by 12 noon on 1st 
March 2013 

Site plans, licence conditions and methods for 
submitting quotations can be obtained by visiting 
www.shepway.gov.uk/licensing or alternatively by 
contacting Property Services for a quotation pack on 
01303 853472. 

The council does not bind itself to accept the highest, 
or any quotation. All quotations are to be submitted on 
council approved documentation. 


Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this 
section call: 01303 817056 


Don't let your 
vacancies go 
unnoticed 


iobs24.caulc TS 

# »***’[* • c*mi • om moock IVGlll 
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Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA 


Telephone: 01303 817056 Fax: 01303 817001 Email: aDDointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.iobs24.co.uk/kent 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


PLANNING 


MARINE AND COASTAL 
ACCESS ACT 2009 
WHELK FISHERY PERMIT 
BYELAW 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: The Kent 
and Essex Inshore Fisheries and 
Conservation Authority intends to apply to 
the Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs for confirmation of a 
Whelk Fishery Permit Byelaw. This byelaw 
will include Technical Requirements and 
Conditions. 

During the period of 28 days from the date 
of the publication of this Notice a copy of 
the Byelaw and Impact Assessment will be 
deposited at the offices of the applicant, at 
the address given below and at 
www.kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk. 

Objections or representations concerning 
this notification should be submitted in 
writing within 28 days of the date of this 
notice to both addresses given below: 
Marine Conservation and Enforcement 
Team, Marine Management Organisation, 
Lancaster House, Hampshire Court, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne NE4 7YH (or 
IFCAbyelaws@marinemanagement.org. 
uk) 

Kent and Essex Inshore 
Conservation Authority 
Paragon House 
Albert Street 
Ramsgate 
Kent 

CT11 9HD 
01843 585310 

or info@kentandessex-ifca.gov.uk 


Fisheries and 



Change of use to an 
Operators Licence 

Anglo French Euro Removals ltd of Unit 15 
Heronden Road, Maidstone ME15 9YR is 
applying to add an operating centre to keep 3 
goods vehicles and 3 trailers at Unit 15, 
Heronden Road, Maidstone 
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner 
at South Eastern Traffic Office, Hillcrest 
House, Leeds, LS9 6NF 
Stating their reasons within 21 days of this 
notice. 


To place your notice 
here call the 
Kent Public Notice 
team on 

01303 817056 




Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

13/00110/FUL Beacon Mill Cottage Rolvenden Road, Benenden 

- Extension, alterations and conversion of outbuilding to residential use with link from house to 
outbuilding, and change of use of land from agricultural to residential (LB) 

13/00111/LBC Beacon Mill Cottage Rolvenden Road, Benenden 

- Listed Building Consent: Extension, alterations and conversion of outbuilding to residential 
use with link from house to outbuilding, and change of use of land from agricultural to residential 
(LB) 

13/00121/LBC The Oast Barn Hale Farm, Capel 

- Listed Building Consent: Internal alterations to first floor to provide mezzanine area to bedroom 

3 including new timber staircase and internal alterations to form shower enclosure to existing 
bathroom (LB) 

13/00122/HOUSE The Oast Barn Hale Farm, Capel 

- Single storey rear extension (LB) 

13/00123/LBC The Oast Barn Hale Farm, Capel 

- Listed Building Consent: Single storey rear extension (LB) 

12/03380/HOUSE 1 Copthall Cottages St Davids Bridge, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Driveway in the front garden and gate to existing picket fence (LB) (CA) 

13/00073/HOUSE The Oasthouse (North) Hook Green Farm, Lamberhurst 

- Replacement of asbestos roofing and raising of ridge by 1100mm approx. Half wood clad 
remaining three walls (LB) 

13/00063/LBC 64 High Street Royal Tunbridge Wells, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Listed Building Consent: Painting of internal perimeter walls, ceilings and floors and installation 
of shop fitting perimeter systems including lighting. Painting of existing shopfront in same colour 
(LB) 

13/00143/FUL The Tunbridge Wells Bar & Grill 84 High Street, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Extraction of retractable canopy over existing dining area (LB) (CA) 

13/00149/HOUSE 15 Upper Street Rusthall, Rusthall 

- Two-storey side extension (renewal of TW/10/00255) (CA) 

13/00145/FUL 23 Holden Road Southborough, Southborough Town Council 

- Change of use from two self contained residential units to revert to single dwelling including 
removal of rear balcony and alterations to fenestration to rear elevation (CA) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 

Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 02 February 2013 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

Town and Country Planning Act 

Notice of Applications 

MA/12/2159/N - HORSESHOES, THE STREET, BREDHURST, GILLINGHAM, KENT, ME7 3LG - Erection of a 
detached double garage. Reason: 1 

MA/12/2243/S - GROUND FLOOR, 6 KINGS ROW, ARMSTRONG ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6AQ - 
Change of use of ground floor to non-residential education centre to teach school children in core 
academic skills (that falls within D1 Use). Reason: 9 

MA/12/2295/S - DOWNS FARM, YALDING HILL, YALDING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 6AL - Erection of 
single rural workers dwelling, change of use of land for keeping of horses, extension of existing stable 
block with three additional stables and associated works. Reason: 6 

MA/13/0045/S - PRIDE OF KENT, HIGH STREET, STAPLEHURST, KENT, TNI 2 OAH - Conversion of first 
floor accommodation to an independent self-contained residential flat. Reason: 2 

MA/13/0055/N - REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS DEATHS AND MARRIAGES, ARCHBISHOP PALACE, MILL 

STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6YE - An application for listed building consent for installation of 
wrought iron gates to central tower. Reason: 3 

MA/13/0056/S - 300, TONBRIDGE ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 8TG - Replacement of existing 
single skin metal underground fuel tanks with double skinned tanks and replacement of existing single 
skin steel fuel pipe work with secondary contained plastic pipe work. Reason: 1 

MA/13/0060/N - APCOA PARKING KING STREET MULTI STOREY, CHURCH STREET, MAIDSTONE, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 1EN - Demolition of existing multi storey car park, ground floor shop unit and 
public toilets and provision of surface level car park with 64 spaces, spaces for bikes and additional 
landscaping. Reason: 1 2 

MA/13/0062/N - 7, RECTORY LANE, HARRIETSHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 1HP - First floor side 
extension. Reason: 1 2 

MA/13/0097/S - BRAMLEY ORCHARD, CLAYGATE ROAD, YALDING, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME18 6BD - 
Conversion and extension of existing detached garage to form annexe accommodation (resubmission of 

MA/12/1367). Reason: 1 

Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

9 - Application does not accord with the Local Plan. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 

9am to 1pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 17th February 

2013 quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 3rd February 2013. 


Folkestone 



TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING (GENERAL) 
REGULATIONS 2012 

Application for designation of the Electoral Wards of New Romney 
Town and Coast of New Romney as a neighbourhood area 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that Shepway District Council has received 
from New Romney Town Council an application under regulation 
5 of the above regulations for the District Council to designate 
the Electoral Wards of New Romney Town and Coast as a 
neighbourhood area within the meaning of Section 61G of the 
1990 Act. The purpose of designating an area as a 
neighbourhood area is so that a neighbourhood plan can be 
prepared for that area. 

A copy of the application and a map of the area can be 
viewed on the District Council's website at 
www.shepway.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning or at the Civic 
Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone CT20 2GY during normal 
office hours from 6th February 2013. 

Representations on whether the Electoral Wards of New 
Romney Town and Coast form an appropriate neighbourhood 
area may be made to the District Council no later than 20th 
March 2013 by writing to Planning Policy, Civic Centre, Castle 
Hill Avenue, Folkestone CT20 2GY or by email to 
planning.policy@shepway.gov.uk. Telephone 01303 853266 
for further information. 

Chris Lewis 
Head of Planning 
2nd February 2013 


Folkestone 



TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING (GENERAL) 
REGULATIONS 2012 

Application for designation of the Civil Parish 
of Lympne as a neighbourhood area 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that Shepway District Council has received 
from Lympne Parish Council an application under regulation 5 of 
the above regulations for the District Council to designate the 
Civil Parish of Lympne as a neighbourhood area within the 
meaning of Section 61G of the 1990 Act. The purpose of 
designating an area as a neighbourhood area is so that a 
neighbourhood plan can be prepared for that area. 

A copy of the application and a map of the area can be 
viewed on the District Council's website at 
www.shepway.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning or at the Civic 
Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone CT20 20Y during normal 
office hours from 6th February 2013. 

Representations on whether the Civil Parish of Lympne is an 
appropriate neighbourhood area may be made to the District 
Council no later than 20th March 2013 by writing to Planning 
Policy, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone CT20 2GY or 
by email to planning.policy@shepway.gov.uk. Telephone 
01303 853266 for further information. 

Chris Lewis 
Head of Planning 
2nd February 2013 


Folkestone 



TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING (GENERAL) 
REGULATIONS 2012 

Application for designation of the Civil Parish 
of St Mary in the Marsh as a neighbourhood area 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that Shepway District Council has received 
from St Mary in the Marsh Parish Council an application under 
regulation 5 of the above regulations for the District Council to 
designate the Civil Parish of St Mary in the Marsh as a 
neighbourhood area within the meaning of Section 61G of the 
1990 Act. The purpose of designating an area as a 
neighbourhood area is so that a neighbourhood plan can be 
prepared for that area. 

A copy of the application and a map of the area can be 
viewed on the District Council's website at 
www.shepway.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning or at the Civic 
Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone CT20 2GY during normal 
office hours from 6th February 2013. 

Representations on whether the Civil Parish of St Mary in the 
Marsh is an appropriate neighbourhood area may be made to the 
District Council no later than 20th March 2013 by writing to 
Planning Policy, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone 
CT20 2GY or by email to planning.policy@shepway.gov.uk. 
Telephone 01303 853266 for further information. 

Chris Lewis 
Head of Planning 
2nd February 2013 
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Folkestone 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y13/0033/SH - Earlscliffe 29 Shorncliffe Road Folkestone Kent 
CT20 2NB - Erection of a pair of semi-detached dwellings with 
associated parking and landscaping. 

Y13/0022/SH* - Builder Center Park Farm Road Folkestone Kent 
CT19 5EB - Outline application (matters relating to access only) 
for the development of up to 10,684 sqm of A1 comparsion 
floorspace and 189 sqm of A3/A5 floor space, together with 
associated car parking, landscaping and new vehicular and 
pedestrian access of Park Farm Road as well as the 
reconfiguration of the existing Silver Spring site including partial 
demolition of existing buildings. 

Y13/0054/SH - Orchard House High Street Elham Canterbury 
Kent - Felling of a Conifer tree situated within a conservation area. 
Y13/0057/SH - Copthorne The Undercliff Sandgate Folkestone 
Kent - Felling of two Lawson Cypress trees situated within a 
conservation area. 

Y13/0024/SH* - Land rear Church And Dwight Caesars Way 
Folkestone Kent - Outline application (matters relating to access 
only) for a mixed use development of commercial/office units (660 
sqm) and industrial/storage units (16,325 sqm) (class B1, B8) as 
well as 77 residential dwellings together with associated car 
parking, open space, landscaping, pedestrian link and 
reconfiguration of vehicular access off Ceasars Way. 
Y13/0025/SH - San Remo 4 The Riviera Sandgate Folkestone 
Kent - Change of use and conversion of dwelling house to 3 self 
contained flats. 

Y13/0038/SH+ - 4 Marine Walk Street Hythe Kent CT21 5NW - 
Change of use and conversion from existing restaurant / take¬ 
away (Class A3) to single dwelling including provision of bay 
window extension to front elevation and other external alterations. 
Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to 
planning@shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing 
within 21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition to 
the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked as 
follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 

Romney 

+ - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 

Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions of 
the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


Folkestone 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(THE DISTRICT OF SHEPWAY, VARIOUS ROADS) 
(PROVISION OF ON-STREET DISABLED 
PERSON'S PARKING PLACES) 
CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2012 
(AMENDMENT NO. 3) 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL proposes 
the above Order under Sections 1, 2, 32 and 124 of and Part IV 
of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all 
other enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief officer 
of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the Act: 

The Order proposes the following: - 

To install disabled persons' parking places in the vicinity of the 
following locations: - 37 Roman Way, Folkestone; 23 Calgary 
Crescent, Folkestone; 13 Myrtle Road, Folkestone; 30 Shorncliffe 
Road, Folkestone; 124 Hollands Avenue, Folkestone; 45 St 
Martins Road, New Romney; 21 Blenheim Road, New Romney; 
29 Blenheim Road, New Romney; 3 St Lawrence Court, Lions 
Road, New Romney; 4 Wiles Avenue, New Romney; 9 New 
Bridge Way, New Romney; 10 New Bridge Way, New Romney. 
Revoke the following disabled persons' parking places: - 5 Biggins 
Wood Road, Folkestone; 6 Bournemouth Gardens, Folkestone; 
25 Chart Road, Folkestone; 42 Downs Road, Folkestone; 53 Earls 
Avenue, Folkestone; 41 George Gurr Crescent, Folkestone; 102 
Roman Way, Folkestone; 29 Wood Avenue, Folkestone; 64 Albert 
Road, Hythe; 9 Martello Cottages, Dymchurch Road, Hythe. 

A copy of the proposed Order, a copy of any Orders which may be 
amended by it, and a statement of the council's reasons for 
proposing it can be inspected during normal office hours at the 
Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, CT20 2QY, during 
normal office hours. 

If you have any views about the proposed Order you should make 
them in writing to (DPPB Consultation), Parking Services, 
Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill Avenue, 
Folkestone, CT20 2QY. Or email 

DPPB.Consultation@shepway.gov.uk stating "Amendment 3" in 
the subject title. 

We must receive any representations before 5pm on Monday 25th 
February 2013 for them to be considered. For legal reasons we 
cannot accept representations over the phone or in person. 

If you have any questions concerning the proposed Order or 
require further information please contact Shepway District 
Council (Transportation Department), Council Offices, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, CT20 2QY (01303 853240 during normal 
office hours). 

This notice is published by Shepway District Council on behalf of 
Kent Highway Services, County Hall, Maidstone, MEM 1XX. 
Kent Highway Services is part of Kent County Council. 


Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 

Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested 
parties. The proposed developments relate to one or more of the 
following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or 
it's setting. 

3. The application is for a Major Development. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part III 
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
applies. 

6. This application may be of wider public interest. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 18 FEBRUARY 2013 

SW/12/1421: 

Two new self-contained one and two bedroom flats within existing 
roof space of recently converted block of flats, to include new rear 
facing dormer windows - Victoria Working Mens Club & Institute, 
Broadway, SHEERNESS; REASONS 1 & 6 
SW/12/1520: 

Outline application for eight 2, 3 and 4 bedroom houses - Manor 
House, Staple Street Road, DUNKIRK; REASON 6 
SW/12/1590: 

Internal re-allocations of space and a single storey rear extension - 

13 Beckett Street, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 

SW/12/1604: 

Change of use of land from agriculture to the keeping of horses for 
recreational purposes along with erection of a stable block 
comprising 3 loose boxes, tack room, hay & implement stores and 
construction of access road - Ivy Cottage, Dane Lane, HARTLIP; 
REASONS 2 & 3 
SW/13/0007: 

Permanent change of use of land from agriculture to agriculture 
and seasonal use as a boot fair on Sundays and Bank Holidays 
between 1st March and 3rd October - Land south of Leysdown 
Road (Caesar's Field), LEYSDOWN; REASONS 3 & 4 
SW/13/0021: 

To remove small tiled roof to a lean to extension and erect an oak 
framed orangery - Sheldon House, Lees Court Road, 
SHELDWICH; REASONS 1 
SW/13/0039 & SW/13/0040: 

Convert attic into living accommodation, restore 1st floor to 
original layout and introduce en-suite facilities, reorder Victorian 
extension, and construct conservatory to extend kitchen - 
Bessborough House, Forstal, HERNHILL; REASONS 1 & 2 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 
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Planning applications 

CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//13/00064/LB: Escombe House, The Street, Ickham, CT3 1QT Renewal of existing mechanical and electrical services installations and 
internal repairs, alterations and improvements. Applicant: Mrs H Crowder Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/00080/LB: The Manor House, 101 St Stephen’s Road, Canterbury, CT2 7JT Retention of replacement York stone flag flooring. 
Applicant: Ms M Mansfield Jones Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/00101/FUL: 2-3 Orange Street, Canterbury, CT1 2JA Change of use from retail to restaurant, two houses and two self-contained flats. 
Applicant: Mr Thompson and Mr Roffey Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//13/00118/FUL: Latchmere House, 26 Watling Street, Canterbury, CT1 2UD Change of use of ground floor to a therapy centre for a 
community interest company specialising in mental health. Applicant: Kent Hope CIC Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 
CA//13/00120/LB: The George and Dragon, King Street, Fordwich, CT2 0BX Demolition of the existing timber framed two-storey building 
known as the boathouse. Applicant: Brunning & Price Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//13/00126/FUL: 157 Station Road, Herne Bay, CT6 5QA Change of use to A4 (drinking establishment) and alterations to shop frontage (new 
front door access to replace existing communal entry). Applicant: Mr S Chandler Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00127/FUL: 18 Ethelbert Road, Canterbury, CT1 3NE Two-storey extension and pitched roof to kitchen. Applicant: Mr Hanson 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00135/VAR: Mulberry Cottage, The Street, Patrixbourne, Bekesbourne, CT4 5BZ Variation of condition 06 pursuant to the replacement 
of approved drawing numbers with the following: 2137 50A, 2137 51A 2137 52A, 2137 53A, 2137 54A, 2137 55A. Alterations in respect of 
provision of a glazed link, demolition of chimney stack and provision of a new dormer in relation to planning permission CA/11/01853/FUL. 
Applicant: Mr M August Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//13/00143/TPO: Molehill Bungalow, Molehill Road, Chestfield, CT5 3PD Thin crown by 25% and remove major dead wood of two oak trees 
subject of TPO No 2 1968. Applicant: Mrs Freeman Reason: Conservation area. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 
CT1 1YW or e-mailed to development.management@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 25 February 2013. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 1 February 2013 



PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


PROW - IN THE AREA OF 
CANTERBURY CITY COUNCIL 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH CB293 
IN THE PARISH OF BISHOPSBOURNE 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH CB293) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has temporarily closed Public 
Footpath CB293 between Woodgate Road and the 
junction with Bridleway CB279A (NGR TR 168 500) 
from the 25th January 2013 

The path will be closed for a maximum of six months. 
The path is to be closed because works are planned 
on or near it and there is a likelihood of danger to 
users. 

The alternative route is via Woodgate Road, Public 
Footpaths CB294 and Public Bridleway CB279A and 
will be signed for the duration of the closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact: Louise Adams 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH KH210 (PART) HOLLINGBOURNE) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND 

STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2012 

On 06 September 2013 The Kent County Council 

confirmed the above Order under Section 119 of the 

Highways Act 1980. 

The effect of that Order as confirmed is to divert the 
entire width of that length of public footpath 
numbered KH210 which commences to the rear of 
Glebelands at NGR TQ 84466 55156 (Point A) and runs 
in a north easterly direction for 171 metres to its 


connection with the Pilgrims Way at NGR TQ 84582 
55276 (Point C). and to provide a new length of public 
footpath numbered KH2io, which commences to the 
rear of Glebelands at NGR TQ 84466 55156 (Point A) 
and runs in south easterly direction for 3.5 metres to 
NGR TQ 84468 55154 (Point B). The path then turns 
and runs in a north easterly direction for 93 metres, 
thence in a east south easterly direction for 1.5 metres 
to NGR TQ 84535 55220 (Point D) and thence in a 
north easterly direction for 77 metres to its connection 
with the Pilgrims Way at NGR TQ 84587 55276 (Point 
E). As shown on the Order Plan. 

The new length of public footpath has a width of 2 
metres except where the width is restricted to a width 
of 1.5 metres for a distance of 4 metres at NGR TQ 
84468 55153 (Point B). 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Order Map 
have been placed and may be seen free of charge at 
the Offices of Maidstone Borough CounciU Maidstone 
House, King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6JQ or at 
the Kent County Council, Countryside Access Service, 
Invicta House, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX. Copies of 
the Order and Map may be purchased there. 

The Order comes into force on 11 February 2013, but if 
a person aggrieved by the Order wants to question its 
validity, or that of any provision contained in it, on the 
ground that it is not within the powers of the 
Highways Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground 
that any requirement of the Act, as amended, or of 
any regulation made under the Act which has not 
been complied with in relation to the Order, he or she 
may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act as 
applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, 
within 6 weeks from the 03 February 2013, make an 
application to the High Court. 


Countryside Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 


ME14 lXX 


Dated: 3rd February 2013 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent Countryside Access Service, 
on 0845 345 0210 (Mon-Fri 8 am- 8 pm) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/countrysideaccess 
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HIGHWAYS - DARTFORD AREA 


SHELLBANK LANE, BEAN, DARTFORD 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of BT works to allow access to the carriageway 

boxes for cabling, Kent County Council has made an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on Shellbank Lane, 

Bean, Dartford, on or after 4th February 2013 for up to 5 

days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from the junction with Green 
Street to Junction with High Street. There will be no 
access for through traffic between these junctions. 

The alternative route is via Green Street. Sandbanks 
Hill, Southfleet Road, High Street. 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


GROVE ROAD, PRESTON (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Grove Road, Preston, on or after 5 February 2013 for 

up to 2 days, between 07:30 hrs and 16:30 hrs each 

day. 

The road will be closed in phases for its entire length, 
with no access between Preston and the A28, using this 
route. 

The alternative route is via Stourmouth Road, Preston 
Road, The Street, Gore Street, A253 Ramsgate Road, 

A28 Island Road, Grove Ferry Road and Grove Road. 


A258 LONDON ROAD / SANDWICH ROAD, SHOLDEN 
(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
For the safety of the workforce and public during site 
construction works, Kent County Council has made an 
Order to impose a temporary mandatory speed limit of 
30 mph on the A258 London Road / Sandwich Road, 
Sholden, Deal, on or after 4 February 2013 for up to 6 
months or until the works have been completed. 

This affects the section of road from the existing 30 
mph speed limit north westwards to the junction to 
Fowlmead Country Park, and applies in both directions, 
when the relevant signs are on site. 


TELEGRAPH ROAD, DEAL (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching and kerbing works, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on Telegraph Road, Deal, on 

or after 18 February 2013 for up to 1 week or until the 

works have been completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Freemens Way and Hamilton Road. 

The alternative route is via Freemens Way, Mill Hill, Mill 
Road and Hamilton Road. 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(VARIOUS ROADS, RINGWOULD WITH KINGSDOWN) 
(WEIGHT RESTRICTION) ORDER 2013 ROAD TRAFFIC 
REGULATION ACT 1984 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council 
proposes to make an Order under Sections 1 and 2 of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect of which 
would be to:- 

Prohibit any vehicle, laden or unladen with a gross 
weight which exceeds 7.5 tonnes from using; 

Ringwould Road, The Rise, Chalk Hill Road, Upper Street 
and St Monicas Road. 

Access rights will be maintained for all vehicles 
requiring legitimate access to or from any premises 
situated on these roads. 

A copy of the proposed Order together with an 
explanatory statement and a map showing the lengths 
of road concerned may be inspected during normal 
office hours at Kent County Council, Ashford Highway 
Depot, Henwood Industrial Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD 
and Kent County Council, Sessions House, County Hall, 
Maidstone ME14 1XX. 

If you wish to support or object to the new proposal you 
should write to Tony Jenson, Kent County Council 
Highways, Unit 4 Javelin Way, Henwood Industrial 
Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or by email to 
TRO@kent.gov.uk by not later than 24 February 2013. 

V 


HIGHWAYS - GRAVESHAM AREA 


CHAPMAN HILL, GRAVESEND 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of a new gas supply, Kent County Council has 
made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Chapman 
Hill, on or after 4th February 2013 for up to 10 Days or 
until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Rosemary Lane to South 
Street. 

The alternative route is via Chapmans Hill -Rosemary 
lane - Hodsall Street -Wrotham road-Chapmans Hill 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


BABYLON LANE, SUTTON VALENCE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because it is necessary to install gullies and 
interconnecting pipework, Kent County Council has 
made an Order prohibiting through traffic on Babylon 
Lane, Sutton Valence, on or after 4 February 2013 for up 
to 8 days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside “Kenmal”. 

The alternative route is via New Barn Road, Headcorn 
Road, Forsham Lane. 


BOARLEY LANE, BOXLEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to lay a new sewer, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Boarley Lane, Boxley, on or after 4 February 2013 for 

up to 5 weeks or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Old Chatham Road access 

way to “The Old Mill House”. 

The alternative route is via Old Chatham Road, Boarley 
Lane. 


QUEEN’S AVENUE, MAIDSTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Queen’s Avenue, Maidstone, on or after 22 February 

2013 for up to 4 weeks or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed at the junction with Queen’s 
Road. 

The alternative route is via Queen’s Road, A20 London 
Road, Queen’s Avenue. 


TESTON LANE, TESTON (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to change defective sleepers 

under the level crossing, Kent County Council has made 

an Order prohibiting through traffic on Teston Lane, 

Teston, on or after 9 February 2013 for up to 1 night 

between 22.oohrs and n.59hrs or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed at the level crossing. 

The alternative route is via B2010 Lower Road, Station 
Road, Farleigh Lane, A26 Tonbridge Road. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, THE BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE) 
(20MPH, 30MPH, 40MPH, 50MPH SPEED LIMITS AND 
DERESTRICTED ROADS) 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 CONSOLIDATION ORDER 2013 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Kent County Council 
proposes to make an Order under Sections 81, 82, 83 
and 84 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the 
effect of which would be to :- 
(1) Implement a 40MPH Speed Limit along Longend 
Lane from its junction with Green Lane to its junction 
with Maidstone Road (B2162) (2) Implement a 40MPH 
Speed Limit along Green Lane from a point 120 metres 
east of its junction with Collier Street (B2162) to a point 
70 metres northwest of its junction with Longend Lane. 
(3) Implement a 50MPH Speed Limit along Sheephurst 
Lane from its junction with Maidstone Road (B2162) to 
its junction with Goudhurst Road (B2079) 

A copy of the proposed Order, an explanatory statement 
and a map showing the lengths of roads concerned may 
be inspected during normal office hours at County Hall, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XQ or at the offices of the Kent 
County Council Highways Depot, Javelin Way, Ashford, 
Kent, TN24 8AD. 

Any persons wishing to support the proposal, or to 
object to it should write to Ben Hilden, Ashford 


Highways Depot, Javelin Way, Henwood Industrial 
Estate, Ashford, TN24 8AD or email tro@kent.gov.uk 
quoting the name of the Order and stating their 
reasons, by no later than 24/02/2013. 

John Burr, Director of KCC Highways and Transportation 
County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


CHURCH ROAD, SUNDRIDGE, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Church Road, Sundridge, Sevenoaks, on or after 18 
February 2013 for up to 3 days or until the works have 
been completed. 

The road will be closed approximately 100m north and 
south of Sundridge and Brasted C of E Primary School. 
The alternative route is via A25 Main Road, New Road. 


HIGH STREET, CHIPSTEAD, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of new gas service to be installed , Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on High Street, Chipstead, Sevenoaks, on or after 
18th February 2013 for up to 3 days or until the works 
have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside no 35 High Street 
opposite The Rock House. There will be no access for 
through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: High Street, Chipstead Lane, 
Witches Lane, A25 Westerham Road, Homedean Road. 


LONDON ROAD, WESTERHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of Carriagway Surfacing works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on London Road Westerham, on or after 18th 

February 2013 for up to 3 days or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed Between The Flyers way and 
Number 53 London Road between Vicarage Hill Beggars 
Lane. 

The alternative route is via Vicarage Hill, A25 Brasted 
Road and A233 Beggars Lane. 


STONES CROSS ROAD, CROCKENHILL, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching and resurfacing, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Stones Cross Road, Crockenhill, 
Sevenoaks, on or after 18 February 2013 for up to 1 
week between 07.30hrs and v.oohrs and 12 March 2013 
for 2 days between 09.oohrs and ls.oohrs or until the 
works have been completed. The road will also be 
closed for 2 days within 2 weeks of the resurfacing, as 
indicated by signage. 

The whole length of the road will be closed. 

The alternative route is via B258 Broadway/Green Court 
Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SHEPWAY AREA 


CALDECOTT LANE, LYDD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to replace telegraph poles, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on Caldecott Lane, Lydd, on or after 18 

February 2013 for up to 3 days, between 9.30 am and 

3.30 pm each day. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of Birds Kitchen, 
with access from either direction up to the point of 
closure, but no through access. 

The alternative route is via Dennes Lane, B2075 Station 
Road, Romney Road and Caldecott Lane. 
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COOLINGE LANE, FOLKESTONE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching followed by micro- 

surfacing works, Kent County Council intends to make 

an Order prohibiting through traffic on Coolinge Lane, 

Folkestone, on or after 18 February 2013 as shown 

below. 

Planned closures are as follows 

18 February 2013 for 1 week, between 09:00 hrs and 

17:00 hrs each day 

6 March 2013 for 2 days, between 09:00 hrs and 15:00 
hrs each day 

Further closures for up to 2 days, within 2 weeks of the 
March closures, between 09:00 hrs and 15:00 hrs each 
day 

The closure is between the junctions with Shorncliffe 
Road and Audley Road. 

The alternative route is via Shorncliffe Road and Audley 
Road. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AREA 


GRAVENEY LEVEL CROSSING, GRAVENEY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of track renewal works, Kent County Council 
has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Graveney Level Crossing, Graveney, on or after 9 
February 2013 as shown below. 

Monkshill Road will be closed in the vicinity of Graveney 
Level Crossing. 

The planned closure times are as follows 

Saturday 9 February at 01:00 hrs to Monday 11 February 

2013 at 05:00 hrs 

Sunday 17 February at 01:30 hrs to Monday 18 February 
2013 at 04:30 hrs 

Sunday 24 March at 01:30 hrs to Monday 25 March 2013 
at 04:30 hrs 

The alternative route is via Seasalter Road, Head Hill 
Road, Head Hill, Whitstable Road (Staple Street and 
Staple Street Road in reverse), A299 Thanet Way, 
(Dargate Off-slip in reverse) Highstreet Road and 
Monkshill Road. 


MANNS PLACE (WRENS ROAD), BREDGAR 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to replace a telegraph pole, Kent 
County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Manns Place (Wrens Road), Bredgar, on or 
after 6 February 2013 for up to 2 days, between 09:30 
hrs and 15:30 hrs each day. 

The road will be closed to the north of the junction with 
Gore Road. 

The alternative route is via Gore Road, Primrose Lane, 
TunstallToad, Bredgar Road and Hearts Delight Road. 


TUNSTALL ROAD, TUNSTALL (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway resurfacing works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Tunstall Road, Tunstall, on or after 18 February 

2013 for up to 5 days, between 07:00 hrs and 19:00 hrs 

each day. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Bredgar Road and Ruins Barn Road. 

The alternative route is via Bredgar Road, Primrose 
Lane, Bexon Lane and Ruins Barn Road. 


VARIOUS ROADS, SWALE AREA (MICRO-SURFACING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching followed by micro- 
surfacing works, Kent County Council intends to make 
an Order prohibiting through traffic on various roads in 
the Swale area, on or after 18 February 2013, as shown 
below. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


BLACKWALL ROAD, ASHFORD 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works as part of a project to install a new 

electricity supply cable, Kent County Council intends to 

make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Blackwall 

Road, Ashford, on or after 18 February 2013 as shown 

below. 

BLACKWALL ROAD will be closed between the junctions 
with Blackwall Road North / South and Goodcheap Lane 
from 18 February 2013 for up to 4 weeks. 

The alternative route is via Blackwall Road North/South, 
A2070 Kennington Road, The Street, Hinxhill Road, 
Naccolt Road, Blackwall and Blackwall Road. 
BLACKWALL ROAD NORTH will be closed between the 
junctions with Kennington Road and Blackwall Road 
from 8 March 2013 for up to 2 weeks. 

The alternative route is via A2070 Kennington Road and 
Blackwall Road South. 


SWAN STREET, WITTERSHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of water mains replacement works, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Swan Street, Wittersham, on or after 4 

February 2013 for up to 5 days or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed between Finches and Marefield 
House. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with Maytham Road and Poplar Road. 

The alternative route is via Palstre Court Road 
(Wittersham Road) and B2082 Poplar Road. 


WORTEN ROAD, GREAT CHART 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to install a new water main across a 

railway bridge, Kent County Council intends to make an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on Worten Road, Great 

Chart, Ashford, on or after 18 February 2013 for up to 4 

weeks or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction 
with Etchden Road. 

The alternative route is via Etchden Road, Bears Lane, 
Bethersden Road, The Street, Park Drive, Waterfall Road, 
Godinton Lane and Worten Road. 


VARIOUS ROADS, ASHFORD AREA (RESURFACING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
As part of a programme of carriageway resurfacing 
works, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on various roads in the 
Ashford area, on or after 18 February 2013. 

The planned dates and times of the closures are as 
shown below, and every effort will be made to keep to 
this schedule. 

Adverse weather conditions may prevent some works 
being carried out on the planned dates. These will be 
re-scheduled, with new dates as signposted and 
advised locally. 

HUNTER AVENUE, ASHFORD - Closed between Twelve 
Acres and Bentley Road, on 18 February, between 08:00 
hrs and 17:00 hrs 

Alternative route via Bentley Road, Osborne Road. 
HINXHILL ROAD, ASHFORD - Closed between the rear 
Emergency access to William Harvey Hospital and The 
Street, on 19 February, between 07:00 hrs and 17:00 hrs 
Alternative route via Bockham Lane, A20 Hythe Road, 
A2070 Kennington Road and The Street. 

KNOLL LANE, ASHFORD - Closed between B2229 
Brookfield Road and Tithe Barn Lane, 20 - 26 February, 
between 09:30 hrs and 15:30 hrs 
Alternative route via Singleton Hill, Bucksford Lane, 
Chart Road, Cuckoo Lane and B2229 Brookfield Road, 
Beaver Lane, Kingsnorth Road, Stanhope Road. 

GOLDEN SQUARE, TENTERDEN - Closed for its entire 
length, 25 & 26 February 2013, between 07:00 hrs and 
17:00 hrs 

Alternative route via East Hill and Beacon Oak Road 
CROWBRIDGE ROAD, ASHFORD - Closed between Turner 
Close and Swallowfield, 12 & 13 March, between 19:00 
hrs and 05:00 hrs 

Alternative Route - only suitable for vehicles less than 
10’ 9” (3.3 M) in height via Crowbridge Road, The 
Boulevard, A2070 Bad Munstereifel Road, A2042 
Romney Marsh Road, Newtown Road 
No vehicles over 10’ 9” (3.3 M) in height will be able to 
use the diversion route, due to the limited height 
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restriction under Newtown Road Railway Bridge. 
ASHFORD ROAD, HAMSTREET - Closed between 
Hamstreet Primary School and B2067 Warehorne Road, 
20 & 21 March 2013, between 19:00 hrs and 05:00 hrs 
Alternative route via the A2070 Hamstreet Bypass and 
other local roads around villege centre. 

CHURCH ROAD, TENTERDEN - Closed for its entire 
length, 22 March 2013, between 19:00 hrs and 05:00 
hrs 

There is no alternative route, as the road is a No 
Through Road; every effort will be made to maintain 
access whenever it is safe to do so. 


VARIOUS ROADS, RURAL ASHFORD (PRE-PATCHING) 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on various roads in the rural part of the Ashford 

area, on or after 18 February 2013, as shown within. 

HAM MILL LANE, WAREHORNE will be closed between 

the A2070 Ashford Road and Cuckolds Lane 

Dates: 18 February to 22 February inclusive 

Alternative route via A2070 Ashford Road, B2080 Rhee 

Wall Road and Cuckolds Lane 

GILL LANE, MERSHAM will be closed between Roman 

Road and ChequerTree Farm Road 

Dates: 21 February to 27 February inclusive 

Alternative route via Roman Road, Colliers Hill and 

ChequerTree Farm Road 

BRISLEY LANE, RUCKINGE will be closed between Stone 

Cross Road and Ashford Road 

Dates: 28 February to 6 March inclusive 

Alternative route via Stone Cross Road and Ashford 

Road 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


CYCLE TRACK FROM BEACONSFIELD ROAD PATH TO 
BEACONSFIELD ROAD, CANTERBURY (RESTRICTIONS ON 
CYCLISTS AND PEDESTRIANS) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to lay a duct in footway for cable 
media, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through use by cyclists and pedestrians of 
the Cycle Track from Beaconsfield Road Path to 
Beaconsfield Road, Canterbury, on or after 18 February 
2013 for up to 4 days, between 08:00 hrs and 17:00 hrs 
each day. 

The closure affects the full length of cycle path, with 
limited access up to the point of closure. 

The alternative route is via Beaconsfield Road Path and 
Beaconsfield Road. 


BELMONT ROAD, WHITSTABLE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of gas mains replacement works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Belmont Road, Whitstable, on or after 4 February 

2013 for up to 3 months, or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed in phases for its entire length, 
as signposted on site, and notified locally. 

The alternative routes are via B2205 Canterbury Road, 
Saddleton Road and Grimshill Road 
or via Old Bridge Road, The Bridge Approach, Castle 
Road, Teynham Road, Railway Avenue, Cromwell Road 
and B2205 Oxford Street. 

During the final phase, it may be necessary to close 
Swanfield Road at its junction with Belmont Road. 
Should this be the case, the alternative route is via 
B2205 Canterbury Road and Harwich Street to 
Swanfield Road. 


CROMWELL ROAD, WHITSTABLE 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to build out kerbs as part of the 
Oyster Bay Cycle Trail, Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order prohibiting through traffic on Cromwell 
Road, Whitstable, on or after 18 February 2013 for up to 
3 nights, between 19:00 hrs and midnight each night 
The road will initially be closed between the junctions 
with Regent Street and Railway Avenue for 1 night. 

Please note that this section of Cromwell Road is part of 
the diversion for the closure of Belmont Road. 

The road will then be closed between the junctions with 
Diamond Road and Woodlawn Street for 2 nights. 

The alternative route is both closures is via B2205 
Oxford Street, High Street, Sea Street and Harbour 
Street. 


OWLS HATCH ROAD, HERNE BAY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to re-line Braggs Culvert, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Owls Hatch Road, Herne Bay, on or after 4 February 

2013 for up to 3 weeks or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed approximately 100 metres west 
of the junction with Bullockstone Road. 

There will be no access for through traffic between 
Thornden Wood Road and Bullockstone Road using this 
route. 

The alternative route is via Thornden Wood Road, 
Greenhill Road, A2990 Thanet Way to Greenhill 
Roundabout, Bullockstone Road and Owls Hatch Road. 


SEASALTER LANE, SEASALTER & RECULVER LANE, 
RECULVER (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 

Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 

on Seasalter Lane, Seasalter and Reculver Lane, 

Reculver, as shown below. 

SEASALTER LANE, SEASALTER - closed for its entire 
length, from 7 February 2013 for up to 2 days, between 
07:30 hrs and 16:30 hrs each day 
The alternative routes are 

Southbound via Faversham Road, Joy Lane, Borstall Hill, 
Clapham Hill, A299 Thanet Way and Seasalter off slip. 
Northbound via A299 Thanet Way, High Street Off-slip, 
Highstreet Road, Thanet Way Overbridge, A299 Thanet 
Way eastwards, A2990 Thanet Way, Borstal Hill, Joy 
Lane and Faversham Road 
RECULVER LANE, RECULVER - closed for its entire 
length, on 8 February 2013, between 07:30 hrs and 
11:30 hrs 

There is no alternative route; every effort will be made 
to maintain access whenever it is safe to do so. There 
will be some times when this is not possible, with 
resultant delays 


TOWER HILL, WHITSTABLE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC (TEMPORARY 

RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to provide a raised pedestrian 

crossing, Kent County Council has made an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on Tower Hill, Whitstable, on 

or after 4 February 2013 for up to 1 week, or until the 

works have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the footpath to 
the Tea Gardens, with no through access between the 
junctions with Tower Parade / Tankerton Road and Park 
Avenue. 

The alternative route is via B2205 Tankerton Road and 
Park Avenue. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of Tower Hill will be 
suspended between the junctions with Tower Parade 
and Park Avenue to allow access from either direction 
up to the point of closure. 


WATLING STREET, CANTERBURY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

To allow the placement of equipment to inspect Riding 

Gate Footbridge, Kent County Council has made an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on Watling Street, 

Canterbury, on or after 10 February 2013 for up to 1 day, 

between 07:00 hrs and 13:00 hrs. 

The road will be closed to southeast bound traffic in the 
vicinity of the junction with A28, with no access from 
Watling Street to the A28 Rhodaus Lane / Upper Bridge 
Street. 

The alternative route is via St George’s Lane and St 
George’s Street. 

The order restricting the use of St George’s Lane to 
buses and taxis only will be suspended, to allow its use 
as a diversion. 

Northwest bound traffic is unaffected. 


- \ 

VARIOUS ROADS, RURAL CANTERBURY (PRE-PATCHING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 
Council has made an Order prohibiting through traffic 
on various roads in villages to the south of Canterbury, 
as shown below. 

All closures are between 07:30 hrs and 16:30 hrs each 
day, with roads re-opened outside these times. 

BRITTON FARM ROAD, ICKHAM - will be closed for its 
entire length, from 4 February 2013 for up to 2 days 
There is no alternative route; every effort will be made 
to maintain access whenever it is safe to do so. 

CARTER ROAD, BEKESBOURNE - closed for its entire 

length, on 6 February 2013 

The alternative route is via Shepherd’s Close Road, 

Bramling Road and Adisham Road 

BAYE LANE, ICKHAM - closed for its entire length on 8 

February 2013 and 11-13 February 2013 

The alternative route is via Wingham Lane (Road), The 

Street (Ickham), Wickham Lane, Wickham Road, The 

Street (Wickhambreaux) and Seaton Road 

OLD PALACE ROAD, BEKESBOURNE - closed for its entire 

length, from 12 February 2013 for 2 days 

The alternative route is via The Street, Station Road and 

School Lane 


VARIOUS ROADS, RURAL CANTERBURY 

(CARRIAGEWAY PATCHING) (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on various roads in the rural part of the 

Canterbury area, on or after 18 February 2013, as shown 

below. 

CONYNGHAM LANE, BRIDGE - closed for its entire length 
18 February 2013 for up to 4 days, 07:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs 
No alternative route; every effort will be made to 
maintain access whenever it is safe to do so. There will 
be times when this is not possible, with resultant 
delays. 

HOGG LANE, UPPER HARDRES - closed for its entire 
length 

18 February 2013 for up to 3 days, 07:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs 
Alternative route via Stone Street B2068, Lime Kiln 
Lane, Hardres Court Road, Bow Hill. 

FAULKNERS LANE, HARBLEDOWN - closed between the 
junction with Bigbury Road and the Kent College Junior 
and Infant school (note access to the school to be 
maintained from the A2050 at all times) 

20 February 2013 for up to 3 days, 09:30 hrs to 15:00 hrs 
BIGBURY ROAD, HARBLEDOWN - closed for its entire 
length, also including Pilgrims Lane and part of Tonford 
Lane. 

20 February 2013 for up to 3 days, 07:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs 
The alternative route for both these closures is via 
Howfield Lane, A28 Ashford Road, Thanington Road, 
Wincheap, A2050 RheimsWay, Harbledown By-pass, 
Chartham Hatch Road, Church Hill and Faulkners Lane 
KENFIELD ROAD, PETHAM - closed for its entire length 
22 February 2013 for up to 4 days, 07:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs 
Alternative route via Chartham Downs Road and 
Garlinge Green Road. 

NEW HOUSE LANE, CHARTHAM - closed for its entire 
length 

26 February 2013 for up to 2 days, 07:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs 
Alternative route via Iffin Lane and Chartham Downs 
Road. 

WOODGATE, BISHOPSBOURNE - closed for its entire 
length 

26 February 2013 for up to 3 days, 07:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs 
Alternative route via Pett Bottom Road, Westwood Road 
and Pheasant Hall Road. 

NEW TOWN STREET, CHARTHAM - closed for its entire 
length - 

27 February 2013 for up to 3 days, 07:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs 
Alternative route via Hatch Lane, Town Lane and 
Howfield Lane. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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OAD STREET, BREDGAR - closed between the junction 
with the A249 to a point approximately 80 metres east 
of the M2 overbridge 

Patching Works -18 February for 5 days, between 07:00 
hrs and 17:00 hrs each day 

Micro Surfacing- 20 March for 3 days, between 07:00 
hrs and 19:00 hrs each day 
Adjustment of covers Further additional closure 
required for up to 2 days, within 14 days after 
completion of resurfacing, for the same times. 

The alternative route is via Oad Street, Pond Farm Road, 
The Street (Borden), Borden Lane, A2 London Road, A2 
Key Street, and A249 

BROAD STREET, SHEERNESS - closed between the 
junctions with New Road and Holland Close 
Patching Works -18 February for 3 days, between 07:00 
hrs and 17:00 hrs. (Note no closure needed for micro 
surfacing works) 

The alternative route is via New Road, Medway Road 
and Estuary Road. 

Other Issues: Works programmed for half term as 
adjacent to Primary School. 

ST MARY’S ROAD, FAVERSHAM - closed between East 
Street and Station Road 

Patching Works - 25 February for 2 weeks, between 
07:00 hrs and 17:00 hrs. 

Micro surfacing- 25 March for 3 days, between 07:00 
hrs and 19:00 hrs . 

Adjustment of covers Additional closure required for up 
to 1 day, within 14 days of resurfacing. 

The alternative route is via Station Road, Newton Road 
and East Street. 

Note St Mary’s Road will not be closed at same time as 

St John’s Road or Institute Road 

ST JOHN’S ROAD & BEAUMONT TERRACE, FAVERSHAM 

closed between East Street and St Mary’s Road 
Patching Works - 25 February for 2 weeks, between 
07:00 hrs and 17:00 hrs. 

Micro surfacing- 25 March for three days, between 
07:00 hrs and 19:00 hrs . 

Adjustment of covers Additional closure required fora 
further day within 14 days after the completion of the 
surfacing to allow for adjustment of covers. 

The alternative route is via St Mary’s Road and East 
Street. 

Other Issues: St John’s Road & Beaumont Terrace will 
not be closed at same time as St Mary’s Road 
INSTITUTE ROAD, FAVERSHAM - closed between St 
Mary’s Road and Newton Road 
Patching Works - 25 February for 2 weeks, between 
07:00 hrs and 17:00 hrs. 

Micro surfacing - Sunday 24 March for one day, between 
07:00 hrs and 19:00 hrs . 

Adjustment of covers Additional closure required fora 
further day within 14 days after the completion of the 
surfacing to allow for adjustment of covers. 

The alternative route is via St Mary’s Road, East Street 
and Newton Road. 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


STAR LANE, BROADSTAIRS (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of road widening and improvements, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Star Lane, Broadstairs, on or after 4 February 

2013 for up to 4 months, as shown below. 

The road will be closed in phases, which partially 
overlap, as follows. 

Between the junctions with Manston Court Road and 
Nash Road, from 4 February 2013 for up to 3 months 
The alternative route is via Manston Court Road, A256 
Haine Road and Nash Road. 

Between the junctions with Nash Road and A254 
Margate Road, from 20 March 2013 for up to 3 months 
The alternative route is via Nash Road, A256 Haine Road 
and A254 Margate Road 

Note that although there will be some overlap of these 
closures, Nash Road will remain fully open during the 
closures, but with some times when there is no access 
into either part of Star Lane from it. 


VARIOUS ROADS, BROADSTAIRS (RESURFACING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
As part of a programme of carriageway resurfacing 
works, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on certain roads in 
Broadstairs, on or after 18 February 2013. 

V___ 


The planned dates and times of the closures are as 
shown below, and every effort will be made to keep to 
this schedule. 

Adverse weather conditions may prevent some works 
being carried out on the planned dates. These will be 
re-scheduled, with new dates as signposted and 
advised locally. 

OSBOURNE ROAD & SEAFIELD ROAD, BROADSTAIRS 

Closed from 18 February for up to 5 days, between 
07:00 hrs and 17:00 hrs. 

Alternative routes 

From Ramsgate v ia A255 Ramsgate Road, High Street, 
The Broadway. 

From Broadstairs via The Broadway, High Street, 
Ramsgate Road, Gladstone Road. 

BEACON ROAD, BROADSTAIRS - Closed from 20 
February for up to 3 days, between 07:00 hrs and 17:00 
hrs. 

The alternative route is via Westover Road, Northdown 
Hill, Green Lane, George Hill Road and Convent Road. 
This work requires a temporary suspension of parking 
along the whole road. 

BEACON ROAD BROADSTAIRS overnight closure at the 
junction with Westover Road - 22 February, between 
20:00 hrs and 05:00 hrs 

Alternative route is via Broadstairs Road A255, Dane 
Court Road, St Peters Road, College Road, Millmead 
Road, Northdown Park Road, George Hill Road and 
Convent Road. 


VARIOUS ROADS, MARGATE & BROADSTAIRS 

(PRE-PATCHING) (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway patching works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on several roads in Margate and Broadstairs, on 

or after 21 February 2013, as shown below. 

TIVOLI ROAD, MARGATE will be closed between the 
junctions with Hartsdown Road and Grovesner Gardens, 
21 February for 2 days, between 09:30 hrs and 15:00 hrs 
The alternative route is via Hartsdown Road, Marine 
Terrace, Belgrave Road and Eaton Road 
STONE ROAD, BROADSTAIRS will be closed between the 
junctions with Lanthorne Road and Knights Avenue 25 
February for up to 2 days, between 09:30 hrs and 14:30 
hrs 

The alternative route is via Lanthorne Road, Kings 

Avenue and Knights Avenue 

RUMFIELDS ROAD, BROADSTAIRS will be closed 

between the junctions with Westwood Road and 

Bromstone Road, from 27 February for up to 3 days, 

between 09:30 hrs and 14:00 hrs 

The alternative route is via Westwood Road, Broadstairs 

Road and Fairfields Road. 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE & MALLING AREA 


FORD LANE, TROTTISCLIFFE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to permanently reinstate 

carriageway, Kent County Council intends to make an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on Ford Lane, 

Trottiscliffe, on or after 23 February 2013 for up to 5 

days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside the property “Kildare”. 
The alternative route is via Park Road, Addington Lane, 
Ford Lane. 


HAWDEN ROAD, TONBRIDGE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary install a new gas main, Kent 

County Council has made an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Hawden Road, Tonbridge, on or after 4 

February 2013 for up to 5 days or until the works have 

been completed. 

The road will be closed outside number 27. 

The alternative route is via Houselands Road. 


STATION ROAD, AYLESFORD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to upgrade the level crossing, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 


prohibiting through traffic on Station Road, Aylesford, 
on or after 22 February 2013 for up to 18 days or until 
the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed at the level crossing. 

The alternative route is via Hall Road, A20 London Road, 
Rocky Hill, Broadway, St Peter’s Bridge, Fairmeadow, 
A229 Royal Engineers Road, Running Horse 
Roundabout, Forstal Road, Bailey Bridge Road. 


WATER LANE, WEST MALLING 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary to permanently reinstate the 

carriageway, Kent County Council intends to make an 

Order prohibiting through traffic on Water Lane, West 

Mailing, on or after 23 February 2013 for up to 5 days or 

until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside 21 and 23. 

The alternative route is via Lavenders Road, Swan 
Street, High Street. 


VARIOUS ROADS, TONBRIDGE & MALLING 
(RESURFACING) (PROHIBI TION OF DRIVING & 30MPH 
SPEED RESTRICTION) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To allow a programme of carriageway patching and 
surface treatment works to be carried out, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order to restrict traffic on 
various roads, Tonbridge & Mailing as shown below. 

The Order will become effective on or after 18th 
February 2013 for up to 18 months, or until the works 
have been completed. 

The planned dates and times for each road closure or 
restriction are shown below. 

Planned dates will be indicated by signage displayed on 
site 14 days in advance. Road closures and other 
restrictions will be in effect when the appropriate 
signage and barriers are in place. 

Each road indicated will need to be closed once for 
prepatching works (as per the schedule below) and a 
second time for the actual surface treatment works 
(Surface dressing or microsurfacing) later in the year 
(These dates will be advertised on information boards 
on each site, 14 days in advance of commencement). 
Every effort will be made to keep to the schedule shown 
below. Some minor modifications may be made to 
dates and duration of works, to be advised once known. 
Adverse weather conditions may prevent some works 
being carried out on the planned dates. 

Roads that are missed will be re-scheduled, as advised 
locally and signposted on site. 

SCHEDULE 

TONBRIDGE & MALLING 

A227 IGHTHAM ROAD, SHIPBOURNE - reduce speed 
limit from 5omph to 3omph between Plaxtol Lane and 
Upper Green Road 

21st February to 27th February 2013-01-24 
KEMSING ROAD, WROTHAM - reduce speed limit from 
6omph to 3omph between Battlefields and Fen Pond 
Road 

28th February to 2nd March 2013 

FARTHERWELL ROAD, WEST MALLING - closed between 

Teston Road and Sandy Lane 

15th 8118th March 2013 - o83ohrs to i730hrs 

Alternative route via A20 London Road, Ashton Way, 

A228, King Hill and Teston Road 

SANDY LANE, RYARSH - closed between The A20 

London Road and Fartherwell Road 

19th to 21st March 2013 - o83ohrs to i73ohrs 

Alternative route via A20 London Road, Ashton Way, 

A228, King Hill, Teston Road, Fartherwell Avenue and 

Norman Road 

HATHAM GREEN LANE, STANSTED - closed between Ash 
Road and Plaxdale Green Road 

5th to 6th March 2013 o830hrs to i730hrs 
Alternative route via Ash Road, A20 London Road and 
Plaxdale Green Road 


CHURCH ROAD, OFFHAM - closed between The A20 

London Road and North Meadow 

20th to 22nd February 2013 o83ohrs to i730hrs 

Alternative route via, A20 London Road, B2016 Seven 

Mile Lane, Teston Road and Church Road 

OLD CHURCH ROAD, BURHAM - closed between Court 

Road and Works 

23rd to 24th March 8130th to 31st March 2013 

o83ohrs to i730hrs 
No Alternative route 

TUMBLEFIELD ROAD, STANSTED - closed between 
Plaxdale Green Road and Wrotham Hill Road 
7th to 12th March 2013 o830hrs to i730hrs 
Alternative route via Plaxdale Green Road, Labour in 
Vain Road 

BATTLEFIELDS, WROTHAM - closed between - Kemsing 
Road and Blacksole Road 

28th February to 2nd March 2013 o83ohrs to i730hrs 
Via Blacksole Road, West street, High Street, Wrotham 
and Kemsing Road 

LEIGH ROAD, HILDENBOROUGH - closed between 

Brookmead and Meopham Bank Farm 

18th to 19th February 2013 o83ohrs to i730hrs 

Alternative route via Stocks Green Lane, Rings Hill, 

Hildenborough Road and Powder Mill Lane 

CARPENTERS LANE, HADLOW - closed between The A26 

Maidstone Road and Common Road 

4th to 15th March 2013 o830hrs to i730hrs 

Alternative route via A26 Maidstone Road and Common 

Road 

LADDS LANE, SNODLAND - closed between Manley 
Boulevard and the Quarry 
18th to 19th March 2013 o83ohrs to i73ohrs 
Alternative route via A228 Mailing Road, Kent Road, 
Vicarage Road, 

The Street, Upper Hailing and Ladds Lane 

PILGRIMS WAY, WOULDHAM - closed between 

Wouldham Road and Knowle Road 

25th to 29th March 2013 o830hrs to i730hrs 

Alternative Route via Wouldham Road, High Street, 

Wouldham and Knowle Road 

PRATLING STREET, AYLESFORD - closed between 

Rochester Road and Beddow Way 

18th to 22nd March 2013 o830hrs to i730hrs 

Alternative route via Rochester Road, Forstal Road, 

Beddow Way and Pratling Street 

SANDY LANE, ADDINGTON - closed between Ford lane 

and St Vincent’s Lane 

25th to 29th March 2013 o83ohrs to i73ohrs 
Alternative Route via A20 London Road and St Vincent’s 
Lane 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


FOXHOLE LANE, HAWKHURST 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2013 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because it is necessary for BT Openreach pole 

replacement, Kent County Council has made an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on Foxhole Lane, Hawkhurst, 

on or after 5 February 2013 for up to 2 days or until the 

works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Rye Road to outside 
Mulberry House. 

The alternative route is via Rye Road, Field Green, 
Foxhole Lane. 


John Burr 

Director of Highways 81 Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME141XQ Dated 3rd February 2013 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


Kent 

County 

Council 


To place your notice here call the Kent Public Notice team on 01303 817056 
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RUGBY 

Twickenham can see England home 
in Six Nations, says former Wells ace 

Ex-captain and World Cup-winner feels home ties hold key to success for Stuart Lancaster’s side 


By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

MARTIN Corry, England’s former captain and 
World Cup-winner, has backed Stuart Lancas¬ 
ter’s men to bring home the Six Nations, which 
kicks off this weekend. 

The 39-year-old, who’s more likely to be office 
-bound or commuting these days in his new life 
at a multinational IT firm, still pays close atten¬ 
tion to the game in which he had such a fruitful 
career and feels England can pick up from where 
they left off in the autumn internationals when 
they stunned New Zealand. 

The flanker, who was part of 
the 2003 England side that tri¬ 
umphed in extra time over 
Australia, as well as the 2007 
team that lost in the final to 
South Africa, feels the fixtures 
fall in England’s favour but is 
wary of the threat of France. 

“I think the autumn inter¬ 
nationals have changed a lot 
people’s perceptions,” he said. 

“You would have said before 
then that the major danger 
coming out of Britain would 
have been Wales. 

“But they had a stinker in 
autumn and England finished 
incredibly with that win against 
New Zealand. Out of the other 
teams, you think France would 
start as favourites. The big 
question is, can England re-create the same form 
as they did against New Zealand? I think they 
can. 

“When predicting the Six Nations, you have 
got to look at where the games are being played. 

“If it was a two-game tournament where you 
played home and away, it would probably be 
between England and France, but England have 
got to play Ireland and Wales away, which 
makes it more difficult. 

“I think England are very well placed, though. 
The fact they are playing France at home will 
prove to be the decisive factor.” 

It’s set to be one of the tightest Six Nations in 
recent history, with Wales aiming to defend their 
crown after a disappointing end to 2012, Scot¬ 
land hoping to hold their own under interim 


boss Scott Johnson, and Ireland and France al¬ 
ways posing a threat. 

England, captained by Chris Robshaw, will be 
without Alex Corbisiero for the tournament but 
have a growing expectation under Lancaster 
after a promising end to the year. 

It is also a chance for an emergence of talent to 
impress British Lions manager Warren Gatland 
ahead of the summer tour of Australia. 

For Corry it’s a reminder of his professional 
career, which he brought to an end in 2009. 

These days he’s a sales director for software 
firm Oracle, a strange choice for a man who 
admits to being a bit of a technophobe only three 
years ago. 

Thankfully, he has left be¬ 
hind some of his rugby-playing 
habits while making his way in 
the office environment. 

“I’m not rugby-tackling peo¬ 
ple when they annoy me,” he 
said. “Rugby is always going to 
be a big part of my life and I 
don’t have a problem with that. 

“Everything I do needs to 
have a challenge - that’s what 
I like and that’s what I need to 
focus my mind.” 

It’s that love of a challenge 
that led him to raise thousands 
of pounds for charity before the 
Six Nations last year. 

However, this year he’s back 
to being a fan in the stand or in 
the pub. 

“I’m always partial to a fund-raising challenge 
of some description,” he said. 

“I’ve not got any planned for this year. I will be 
going to all of England’s home games and will be 
there in Ireland because I’m playing a charity 
match the night before. 

“I might watch the rest at the pub.” 

His long and successful career started in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, a club he still holds close to his 
heart and visits occasionally, having previously 
been a coaching consultant. 

“I moved down from Birmingham and the first 
thing I did was join the local rugby club,” he 
said. “Wells set me up for life -1 had great times 
there. The players I played with back then I’m 
still in contact with now. That’s the biggest thing 
about club rugby.” 


FACT FILE 


Name: 

Martin Corry 

Clubs: 

Tunbridge Wells, 
Newcastle, Bristol, 
Leicester Tigers 
International honours 

England U-18, Students, 
England A, England 
(64 caps-30 points) 
British & Irish Lions 
(Seven caps) 

Barbarians 

(Five caps-five points) 
World Cup-winner 2003, 
runner-up 2007 


MARTIN CORRY’S TEAM-BY-TEAM SIX NATIONS ANALYSIS 


ENGLAND 

Key player: Dan Cole, tighthead prop 

Corry’s view: We have got very few players we 
could say are the best in the world. I think Dan is 
one. At every stage he seems to get better and 
better. I would be interested to see what Stuart Lancaster 
does at number 12. Personally, I would like to see Billy 
Twelvetrees given an opportunity to play. 



FRANCE 

r J Key player: Wesley Fofana, wing/centre 
Corry’s view: France have got a wealth of 
options on the wing. The more they can get 
Fofana into the game, the more successful they will be. 

If WALES 

yJMr Key player; George North, winger 

Corry’s view: There will be calls to move North 
into the centre, but I think that will be a poor 
decision. As a winger, on his day he can be really 
devastating against any opposition. 


WRU 


SCOTLAND 

wf Key player: Richie Gray, lock 

Corry’s view: Scotland are going to have a 
Scotland tough time, but it’s an opportunity for Richie Gray. 
He first entered the international scene and was fantastic 
but moved to Sale and has been very poor of late. If he wants 
to prove he’s the best lock in the British Isles he needs to put 
in some big performances this Six Nations. 


JL IRELAND 

Key player: Brian O’Driscoll, centre 
Corry’s view: It's the return of Brian O'Driscoll. 
He's had the captaincy taken away from him and 
IRFU has struggled recently with injuries, but he can 

be a big player. Time and time again he is Ireland's talisman. 


ITALY 

Key player: The team 

W Corry’s view: I think with Italy, it's not about the 
players - it’s their style of play. They have been 
^ ^ really disappointing - they go into games with 

damage limitation in mind from the start. They have got good 
players but are trying not to make mistakes as opposed to 
going out to play. 


FIXTURES 


Saturday, February 2 


Wales v Ireland 1.30pm 
England v Scotland 4pm 


Sunday, February 3 


Italy v France 3pm 


Saturday, February 9 


Scotland v Italy 2.30pm 
France v Wales 5pm 


Sunday, February 10 


Ireland v England 5pm 


Saturday, February 23 


Italy v Wales 2.30pm 
England v France 5pm 


Sunday, February 24 


Scotland v Ireland 2pm 


Saturday, March 9 


Scotland v Wales 2.30pm 
Ireland v France 5pm 


Sunday, March 10 


England v Italy 5pm 


Saturday, March 16 


Italy v Ireland 2.30pm 
Wales v England 5pm 
France v Scotland 8pm 



LEADER: 

Ex-England 
star Corry 


FOOTBALL 

Priestf ield under the 
spotlight in TV clash 

GILLINGHAM’S promotion push will be thrust 
into the national limelight on Monday night as 
Sky Sports comes to Priestfield. 

The Gills' clash with Wycombe Wanderers, 
which kicks off at 7.45pm, will be aired on Sky 
Sports 1. The programme starts at 7.30pm. 

Martin Allen's side will be looking to establish 
a good run at home after their 2-0 win over 
Northampton Town last Tuesday night, ending 
two months without a win on home turf. 

The Gills defeated Wycombe in their second 
game of the season at Adams Park in August 
with a 1-0 win. 


M0T0RSP0RT 


BROMLEY'S Mike Conway has announced his 
return to the IndyCar series for a one-off drive. 

He pulled out of the final race of last season 
at the Auto Club Speedway, while driving for AJ 
Foyt, admitting he was no longer comfortable 
driving on the high-speed oval circuits, having 
suffered serious crashes in recent years. 

However, the 29-year-old has decided to 
return for the Long Beach road race in April with 
Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing. 

"The team has proven their speed and 
technical excellence in the past and I can't wait 
to start working with everybody," he said. 


FOOTBALL 


DARTFORD’S hopes of a Wembley final are 
still alive after they earned a replay in their FA 
Trophy quarter-final at Halifax. 

Tony Burman's side were given a huge boost 
as Halifax went down to 10 men early on when 
Chris Worsley was given a straight red card. 

But the home side took the lead shortly after 
through Lee Gregory. 

Fortunately, Danny Harris found the net on 68 
minutes for the Darts as the tie ended 1-1. 

If they come through next Wednesday's home 
replay they will take on Grimsby Town in a two- 
legged semi-final, the first on February 16. 


HOCKEY 


CAPTAIN Tom Richford said it had been a 
learning curve for Canterbury as they crashed 
out of the Maxifuel Supersixes indoor 
championship at the semi-final stage. 

It was the furthest the side had ever been in 
the competition, but it was one step too far as 
they succumbed 9-5 to eventual champions 
East Grinstead in the semis at Wembley Arena. 

Richford said: "It was a great experience for 
us. The team has not been here before, so it was 
a huge learning curve. The crowd was amazing 
- when you can't hear your coach at half-time it 
gives a good indication of the atmosphere." 


Conway back on track Wembley dreams still 
for Long Beach drive intact for plucky Darts 


Canterbury crash out 
in semis to champions 
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FOOTBALL 

Payne tips Gills to 
make the step up 
as he looks ahead 
to Posh challenge 
under Fergie Jnr 



By Greg Miles 

greg.miles@archant.co.uk 

THE old saying of don’t forget where you’ve 
come from isn’t lost on Gillingham’s latest young 
export Jack Payne. 

The midfielder sealed a move to Championship 
side Peterborough United last weekend, albeit on 
loan, with the potential for it to be made perma¬ 
nent in the summer. 

He heads a list of youngsters whom the Gills 
have rolled off the academy production line in 
recent years, joining Ryan Bertrand, Matt Jarvis 
and Paulo Gazzaniga, who came via Valencia. 

Having made his debut aged just 16 as a sub¬ 
stitute against Chester in October 2008, he went 
on to cement his place in the side, making 113 
appearances in a Gillingham shirt - a rare feat 
for a player his age. 

He made 21 appearances this season, his last 
coming in the disappointing 2-1 home defeat to 
Port Vale on January 12. 

Payne said: “I learnt my trade there. I have to 
thank Gillingham for everything they have done. 
All the staff, the chairman and fans have been bril¬ 
liant. You never know, I could be coming back.” 

It was widely expected that he would move to 
Crystal Palace in a swap deal with former Gills 
loanee David Wright, but it never happened. 

Instead he signed for the Posh, with whom he 
held talks in the summer while his team-mates 
got to know new manager Martin Allen in 
France. 

“There were talks going on in the summer, but 


Jackman laments 
lack of crystal ball 



JACK Payne wasn't the only player to 
leave the club this transfer window. 

Young defender Connor Essam sealed a 
move to League One Crawley Town at the 
end of Last week, while fans' favourite 
Danny Jackman, pictured, made a 
surprise move to Blue Square Premier 
side Kidderminster Harriers. 

The 30-year-oLd was deemed surplus 
to requirements by Martin Allen in the 
summer, which was disappointing for 
the midfielder, who had 
just signed a contract 
extension after Andy 
Hessenthaler stepped 
down as boss. 

"If you had a crystal 
ball you might do 
things differently," he 
said. "You can’t Look 
at things Like that- 
nobody can. 

"I wanted to be at 
the club. It's all ifs, buts and 
maybes. It was made clear to 
me very early on in the season 
I wouldn’t be playing much." 


we both got on with other things and it came up 
again last week,” he said. “The move to Crystal 
Palace fell through - I don’t really know much 
about it. It didn’t happen and I just got on with 
my stuff at Gillingham. 

“Peterborough have sorted me out a place 
and all the boys seem good - no one has left me 
sitting on my own. [Manager] Darren Ferguson 
knows the game inside out - it’s nice to come up 
here and play under him. ” 

He has had plenty of suitors since his early 
debut but was never interested in leaving. He in¬ 
sists the attention wasn’t a distraction. 

“No one has ever put a bid in for me - people 
have come and watched. I was happy at Gilling¬ 
ham and didn’t need to go anywhere,” he said. 

“I was concentrating on getting Gillingham 
promoted. That was my main concern this sea¬ 
son - until this came up, I didn’t think about it.” 

He is grateful for the support from fans and 
Gills boss Allen, who took over from Andy Hes¬ 
senthaler in the summer. 

“It was a change for everyone,” he said. “Every 
manager has different ideas. We are second in 
the league, so it’s obviously working. He didn’t 
want to stand in my way and has allowed me to 
come here.” 

While he is looking forward to his new chal¬ 
lenge, he still has one eye on what happens at 
Priestfield between now and the end of April. 

“I think Gillingham will go up,” he said. “They 
have got the best squad in the league - there’s no 
doubt they are going to go up this year.” 


SPEEDWAY 

Kings backed to be a success at Central Park as national 
interest in sport given boost thanks to Sky TV’s coverage 


DESPITE the financial doom and gloom 
surrounding the sporting world, newLy-formed 
speedway team Kent Kings hope they can break 
the mould. 

With interest in the sport on the up after years 
out of the limelight, it is believed the Kings will 
be a success at Sittingbourne's greyhound 
stadium, Central Park. 

Commercial manager Neil Day, who has 10 
years' experience at other speedway clubs 
around the country, has high hopes the 
motorsport can ride the wave of attention 
created by Sky Sports, which has boosted 
interest with weekly televised fixtures. Average 
attendances for the National League, the third 
tier of the sport, are between 700 and 1,000. 

There are no doubt a Large number of fans 
waiting for the season to start in May, having 
previously followed clubs in Canterbury and 
Sittingbourne in decades gone by, while there is a 
lot of interest in grass-track clubs still in existence. 



PROGRESS: Central Park getting ready for May 

Day said: "Crowds are definitely going up and 
that's clearly down to Sky TV putting it on the 
television on a Monday night. Eventually people 
want to see it for themselves." 

Speedway is a sport he feels won't fall foul of 
financial problems, like football has, simply 


because of the way it's run. Riders are not on 
contracted salaries and are instead paid on the 
points they win at each race. 

There's obviously a maximum number of points 
a team can win each season, meaning the club 
can budget for the most optimistic outcome. 

"Even if you have the best year ever, you couLd 
budget for it beforehand at the beginning of the 
season," he said. “You know all the travel costs 
involved for each meeting and it's not Like in 
football, where three months into the season 
you need to spend money on new players." 

While there may be a Lot of returning fans to 
the sport, it's hoped youngsters will enjoy it, too. 

"Something we have Learnt over the years is 
making the riders and the guys more accessible," 
he said. 

"The kids like to have their photo at the side 
of the bike and the Lads at National League Level 
who are normally starting out are always very 
happy to do things Like that." 


Gilld 

Cennii 



This season marks the 100th 
anniversary of the Gills being known 
as Gillingham, having originally being 
founded as New Brompton. We are 
celebrating those we think deserve a 
place in the team of the century. 


CHRIS HOPE 


DOB: 

November 14,1972 

Gills stats: 

264 appearances, 

15 goals 

Clubs: Darlington, 

Nottingham Forest, 

Scunthorpe Utd, 

Gillingham 

CHRIS Hope’s time at Gillingham 
coincided with the club reaching its 
highest-ever Football League finishes. 

The gutsy defender, who’s still playing 
at the age of 41 for the newly-reformed 
AFC Rushden & Diamonds, was part of 
the Gills foray into the unknown of the 
old Division One for the 2000/01 season. 

He had already earned himself a solid 
reputation as a fans’ favourite at 
Scunthorpe, from where Andy 
Hessenthaler signed him for £250,000 
after Gills’ promotion from Division Two. 

He started his career as a trainee at 
Darlington in 1989 and he moved on to 
Nottingham Forest at the beginning of the 
1990/91 season. 

However, he didn’t make a 
breakthrough at either club and joined 
Scunthorpe for £50,000 for the 1993/94 
campaign. He went on to make 333 
appearances at Glanford Park but was 
prized away after seven seasons for 
Gillingham’s new adventure, having 
achieved the impressive feat of 177 
consecutive appearances. 

He made his Gills debut in the opening 
game of the 2000/01 season in the 3-1 
home defeat to Stockport County, having 
penned a four-year deal. 

He was a mainstay alongside Guy 
Butters, playing 176 successive games 
before missing one through suspension 
in 2003. He was made captain for the 
2005/06 season following the departure 
of Paul Smith but missed much of it 
through injury. His final appearance in a 
Gills shirt came in a 3-3 draw at Bradford 
on the final day of the 05/06 season. 

He was released and went on to play for 
Rushden & Diamonds, Corby Town and 
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St Neots Town. 

■ So, do you 
agree? 

Send in your 
opinions on our 
choice or who 
you think wouLd 
have been a 
better option. 
Email greg. 
miles@ 
archant.co.uk 
or write to 
Sport, KOS 
Media, Apple 
Barn, Smeeth 
TN256SR 

























SOFA & BED SALE 

Leather & fabric sofas and Sofa beds • Divans • Bedframes • Mattresses • Wing chairs • Footstools • Headboards 

Haw! M-A/fe Cluvirl -4a 





HIGH SEAT CHAIRS FROM £199 


■I 20 ’ W. ;’jk 20 *" I 

L. I J 




CHOICE OF COLOURS - CHOICE OF WOOD COLOUR 
MANY IN STOCK FOR 


CARLA FABRIC RANGE 3 SEATER SOFA + 2 SEATER SOFA 

was £899 NOW £599 THE PAIR 


free 



SAVE £300 


ALSO AVAILABLE CHAIR & SOFABED AT SALE PRICE 
AVAILABLE IN A CHOICE OF COLOURS 



ELECTRIC TILT & 
RISE CHAIRS 
FROM 


£399 


Simply 

Sofas & Beds 




Double Bed Frame 

(faux leather) 

was £199 Now £99 
save £100 

In stock for free immediate delivery. 

mattresses 
start from £89 


39 High St, Strood, Kent 

Call now: S 01634 296905 

www.simplysofasandbeds.co.uk 



Sun 11 




















